Meaning of Names
Copy pg 4 from HG trilogyPanem. Pdf – task to research character names to find their meaning. 
 Introduction – discuss page 1 meaning of Panem – Project questions on screen in computer lab.  
What is the full Latin phrase for “Panem”?
What does it mean (literal translation)?
How did the term come into use?
Why is it the countries name?  Consider the characters of Snow, the Capital residents, and district citizens
answers
1. PANEM in Latin is panem et circenses 
2. Panem means “bread and circuses.”
3. Answers may vary slightly, but they should explain that the phrase “bread and circuses” was used to describe a political strategy in which the rulers provided provisions (bread) and entertainment (circuses) to keep the people content and appeased. (They may also mention the phrase was coined by the poet Juvenal circa 100 C.E. and instigated by the Roman politican Gaius Sempronius Gracchus in 123 B.C.E.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Answers may vary slightly, but students should be able to make the connection between the Roman politicians using free bread and entertainment to appease people & President Snow using not only tesserae but Victorʼs winnings as representing the free bread and the Hunger Games representing the entertainment. They could go further in depth with the injustice of the Romans using slaves, criminals, foreigners, etc. against wild animals in the “circuses” with thousands of lives lost for entertainment purposes. Then they should make the connection of the injustice of President Snow with the Hunger Games for killing innocent children year after year for the Capitol citizenʼs entertainment.
Further Discussion:
-Is Suzanne Collins foreshadowing anything with this name?
- What happened to Rome?
-Which character is linked to bread? (Peeta as the bakerʼs son & giving Katniss the bread
that saved her life.)
-How is the Capitol like a circus? Can you find references in the book to suggest this?
From Merriam-Websterʼs Dictionary online resource:
Main Entry: pa·nem et cir·cen·ses
Pronunciation: \ˈpä-ˌnem-et-kir-ˈkān-ˌsās\
Function: foreign term
Etymology: Latin
: bread and circuses : provision of the means of life and recreation by government to appease discontent
From Dictionary.com, word origin:
panem et circenses
1787, L., lit. "bread and circuses," supposedly coined by Juvenal, the cynical formula of the Roman emperors for
keeping the masses content with ample food and entertainment.
