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GIBS has signed two cooperation contracts with Uni-Graz
On January 19th Mrs. Görög signed two cooperation contracts between the Uni Graz and GIBS. We are now an official partner school of the university and hope that both sides will profit from this cooperation.
The two projects, “Crossing Borders” and “Error Analysis and Assessment” have been planned and organized by Mrs. Pölzleitner, who also teaches at the Department of English at the university.
Project 1: Crossing Borders 
is a joint reading project of lower school GIBS students and Mag. Jennifer Schumm’s class “Socio-cultural Competence“ at the university. The purpose of the project is to raise students’ intercultural awareness and understanding. By reading and analyzing young adult novels from different cultural backgrounds the students learn to “walk in someone else’s shoes” for a little while and see the world from a different perspective. This experience will hopefully lead to a better understanding of people from different cultures and their hopes, wishes and dreams. 
The project has already been carried out several times and is always adapted to the needs of a specific class. This year 3b took part in the project and read the following young adult novels: 
Ann Jaramillo, La Linea
Sherman Alexie, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Marina Budhos, Ask Me No Questions
Jacqueline Woodson, If You Come Softly

In each of the books the main characters are “crossing borders” of some sort. Some of them have moved into a new country or culture, others have moved to a new school or neighborhood and find themselves in a different ethnic, social or religious group. In this project we have explored how the characters deal with these difficult situations.

Joint Presentation Day:

On December 16th 2010, the students of Jennifer Schumm’s class met the pupils of 3b to give joint presentations. This day was the culmination of our reading project. The pupils and students took different approaches to their respective books in their presentations. In this way different viewpoints and interpretations were presented that not only complemented each other but also gave everyone a deeper insight into the novels. The pupils of 3b presented the plot, characters and settings of a given book, and then the students of the English Department addressed the cultural aspects of the same novel.

Thanks to the very creative and interactive presentations prepared by Ms. Schumm's group, 3b students were still active and wide awake after 5 hours!!! of hard work in this project.


My Culture -- Your Culture:

In the last part of our project day we shared personal cultural experiences and habits. Many students of both groups presented typical holiday foods or traditional clothes or items from their cultural backgrounds. In this way we could all expand our knowledge of different cultures and enjoy the cultural variety in Graz.

Mrs. Pölzleitner and Mrs. Schumm are already working on the next round of the project with new students from GIBS and the University of Graz.
Project 2: Error Analysis and Assessment
The second partnership with the university concerns a project that links university students from Mrs. Pölzleitner’s course “Error Analysis and Assessment” with GIBS students by using the Moodle platform. The aim of the project is to improve the future teachers’ skills in giving feedback to learners and in marking and assessing learner texts. In the long run this project should contribute to making assessment more reliable across Austria and in the new centralized final exams.
Students in Mrs. Pölzleitner’s classes at GIBS upload their texts on Moodle, where the university students find them and give detailed feedback and suggestions for improvement to the GIBS pupils. Mrs. Pölzleitner checks the feedback and adds further comments if necessary.
Both sides have been invited to evaluate the project in an online survey. So far all the responses have been very positive and the students on both sides find the project very helpful. It seems to be a real win-win situation.
Read some of the students’ comments in the survey:
UNI-students: 
“Very helpful and necessary for future teachers! It was also great to have contact with "real" pupils and to correct their texts.”
“The Moodle platform was brilliant and I found it exciting to correct texts of real pupils who actually get my feedback. It was a challenge, but now I feel a lot more competent.”
“I really liked it and it was so useful! What I liked most was the marking of the GIBS pupils’ texts on Moodle. This really gives the feeling that what you do is realistic and useful." I feel that I can now use assessment scales and provide constructive and helpful feedback for the learners.”

“I feel that my assessment is now more reliable and I was relieved to see that there was so much agreement concerning the points and grades in our group. These criteria-based assessment scales are really a lot fairer than the old systems that I know from my own school experience.”

GIBS pupils’  comments:
“The feedback I got from the uni-students was really long and detailed. It helped me a lot.”

“It was fun to get feedback from the uni students. Some of them wrote such nice messages and were more worried than us about making mistakes.”

“The uni-feedback was cool – but I only got two of my texts corrected by them. They should do it a bit earlier!”

Both projects have been piloted for a few years – now they have become official and GIBS has been given the title “Partnerschule der Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz”. 

E. Pölzleitner
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