Da Vinci Code Paris: Private Tour (4 hours) [image: image1.jpg]



“The Da Vinci Code”, the controversial thriller by Dan Brown starts in Paris, and the first half of the novel takes place in the City of Lights. With your private guide, you will retrace Robert Langdon and Sophie Neveu’s footsteps as they decipher clues hidden in Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpieces: the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, la Grande Galerie du Musée du Louvre, where fictional curator Jacques Saunière was murdered, works of art such as the Mona Lisa and The Virgin of the Rocks by Leonardo da Vinci, the Death of the Virgin by Caravaggio, l’arc du Carousel, pont du Carousel, the frescoes by Eugène Delacroix, the ceiling, the astronomical gnomen, and the “brass Line” inside Saint-Sulpice Church, and the jardin des Tuileries. You’ll find the Arago plaques (pictured above) that mark Paris’ “Rose Line”, the north–south meridional line from which all east–west distances in France were measured until 1884. Search for the holy grail in I.M. Pei’s Inverted Pyramid… Author Dan Brown maintains that “all descriptions of artwork, architecture, in the book are accurate”… Find out for yourself where the truth stops and the fiction begins! Enquire Now… http://www.paris-tours-guides.com/gb/fr_da-Vinci-Code-Paris.htm
Da Vinci Code London - 3 hours
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	The Temple Pyx, c. 1150 at Temple Church. Kind permission of Temple Church.


Situated in the Inner Temple, Temple Church is the epicentre of Templar/Priory activities in the UK. This is where Langdon and Neveu begin their search in London for the Holy Grail.


En route, drive down London's Fleet Street, also featured in the book and the ex-home of London's newspaper industry. Pass by King's College, where Langdon and Neveu, with the help of a resident researcher, searched for the meaning to the clue 'in London lies a knight a pope interred'.


This takes us on to Westminster Abbey and to the grave tomb of Sir Isaac Newton where Langdon and Neveu finally find out the identity of "the Teacher".

Your guide will drive you via St James's Park, one of London's royal parks, bordered by 3 Royal Palaces. It is here that "the Teacher" disposes of one of his unwanted accomplices. Also visit London's National Gallery which houses the Da Vinci's Virgin of the Rocks, referred to in the novel.
Let’s save the 400 € and prepare the tours ourselves: 

Work in pairs and prepare one location in detail. At each stop sum up what happens in the novel. Whenever a new character appears in the story, introduce him/her in detail. Explain the significance of the place, the symbols, mysteries and artwork. Show pictures of the places and locate them on the map. Use the Da Vinci Code Research Guide http://altreligion.about.com/library/davinci/bl_davincicode4.htm and Dan Brown’s official site http://www.danbrown.com/secrets/index.html  for background information and pictures. 
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