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{t First entry after choPter 1

+ up to now,I om reolly convinced, thot the peorl by John Steinbeck is o greot

book, in which r reclly like reoding oheod.I hope thot this will stoy like it is now'

so I understond the different mänings of the book. But os for ss I hove reod

now,I think thst everything written in this literature should hove qn'importont

ond also speciol meoning. The most importont thing which colle-over to me' wos

thot for Kino his famili is the most importont thing in his life' Becsuse things ore

described like thot the smells of theneighbours breokfost smell very good, but

not os wonderful os the one of his fomily does, the pigs in the neighbourhood ore

not the some os his pigs cnd everyoneinthe village hos got onewife' but Kino hcs

Juono ond she iS olso one of the most importont person in his life' Juano knows

exoctly whot she wants and she qlso does what sire wonts, doesn't matter whot oll

the others soy obout it ond Kino isn't clwcys sure obout whot he is doing' Thot

Jusno does whot she wqnts is obvious in the porf of the chcpter where she wonts

ii" doctor to cure her son.It's something very important to her' becouse it is

her only son, her one ond only ond I think she would do everything for him' not

only ot this pcrticular moment, but in generoll think thot she would do

everythin g shecsn for her fomily.I don't reolly know, how the villoge looks like'

wherethey live, but I can imogine it like q smoll place, where everyone knows

everybodyond thot everyfority lives in o wooden house not for owoy from the

seo. r fhink thqt it is like this, üecause the whole village follows Juons cnd Kino to

the doctor, to cure coyotito.I mean it is normol, thot some fomily members for

example Kino's brother would join, but I connot reolly understand' why the whole

villoge comeolong with Coyotiio ond his porents.I also realized,thot Kino hos q

few different so-ngs in his mind ond depending on how his rnood is, these songs

ploy in his head. f li1e the idea of themusic, becquse like this the re'sder csn

imogine, how charocter is fe.elingond then it is eosier to make o picture of the

person. I om looking forword, rädin gthenext to chapters os soon os possible' to
'get 

to know more obout Kino ond his fcmily!



I Second- entry qfter,chopter 3

rrt Third entry ofter finishing the book

+ I fhink chopters two ond thre-e are very interesting. Kino hos found the pearl of
the world. It is perfect cs fhe moon, is ,cs large os o seo-gull's egg ond it is the
greatest peorl in the world. Kino's peorl goes into the dreoms, the speculations,

the schemes,the plons, the futures,the wishes, the needs, the lusts, the hungers

of everyone. 5o strcight after f inding the p,orl, everything is great, ond of
course Kino ond Juano orethe hoppiest people, beccuse they think thot they ccn

cure their son with this peorl. But I think thot mony problems ore going to oppeor

in the second holf of the book, becouse in the third chopter it is mentioned thot
this peorl is like o sin ond thot it will destroy them. Of course some of the people

of the village ore hoppy with Kino ond Juano, that they moybe con cure their son,

but most of them turn to real enemies of Kino ond Juano becquse of the peorl.

But especiclly in such o town, where everyone is rather poor ond feels the some

emotions it is very hord. And I con understcnd thct it is very difficult, becouse

'rhey hove also got the dreom of sbetter life. But I think thot these people olso

wont thebest for Coyotito, becousehe is somehow the one ond only son.

ö Great, this is o book, which I reclly like. As I expecteÄ it to be it wos, because I
thought ofter one gre.at first holf , the second holf olso hos to be interesting. I
connot soy, wether I like the first or the second holf more, becouse I liked both

of them. I olwoys thought obout it, how the literoture could end, but T never

thought of such one. I hove never hod the ideo, thot Coyotito would die ot the
end,becsuse I thought this book hos got o hoppy ending. And the feelings of Kino

and Juona ore not very detoiled described in my opinion, cnd I think this is very

sod, beccuse fhrough the whole book the emotions ond feelings of tham come

ocross very well and at the end of the most importont port, it isn't. And I would

haveb?ßnvery interesting how she feels, becouse it wos her one and only son, cnd

she did everything for him. The end is very simple ond clear, becouse the peorl

disoppeors, but I think thot it isn't reolly o hoppy end,becouse Coyotito dies ond

the peorl is gone. I didn't think of such on ending, but I om sotisfied with it, ond I
enjoyed reoding the whole book!



C@terl

EV'L

x pogeg => In the morning,before
the sun rose, the oir was moist ond

dork.It is described of the poisonous

oir which Kino had to take core of with
the blonket in front of his mouth and

nose.

GOOD

,( pageg => Ithe smells of the
breokfost ond the fcmily songs. The
pigs of Kino ond all the things thot

belong to his family are good cnd moke

him hcppy.

x pogetl => The scorpion is described
like on enemy of Kino and his fomily.
They tell that it is th source of the

deoth ond thot they hove to do

something agcinst such evil.

,( page tl => The oncient mogic should

help ogoinst these evils ond enemies.

J( pogest3,t4,t5,17 => Thedoctor,
with ist ignorance ond cruelty hates

Kino's roce ond thinks they should be

treoted like onimols.

,( poget2 => Juono is a frogilewife.
She is cheerful cnd potient cnd she

stonds fatiguecnd hungers for her
fomily. She would do everything for
them, especiclly for her one ond only

son Coyotito.
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I Whot do you ossociqte with peorls? Write down onything that comes to your mind

in the box below.

I sssociote pearls with the oceon and its woter. To me, pecrls o?e very valuoble ond

because of thas,I also ossociote it with jewellery, becouse lots of these necklesses with

pearls con be seen in jewellery shops.

I Whot does the peorl signify for Kino ond his fomily ot the end of Chopter 2?

I Describe the chorqcters of Kino, Juono, Coyotito ond the doctor. Whot do they

stond for, whot do they represent?

Juono Juons is the lovely Mother of Coyotito ond the wif e of Kino. Juona just wonts

the best for her one ond only son, becouse heis ever-ything to her. When Kino

finds the peorl of the world, Juano is of course ve?y hoppy, becouse she thinks

thot they cqn cure her son, becouse they have enough money to pay the
docfor.

Coyotito He is the oneand only son of Juona ond Kino. He gets be-oten by o scorpion and

it is sad but true, the doctor don't wonts to cure him so he dies

Doctor He is on arrogont person, becouse for him, money is more important thcn

humqn life. Because of this he doesn't cure Coyotito, so he dies.

I think it signifies, thot Kino ond Juono csn poy their wedding and thot they con offord
o doctor, to cure their son Coyotito.

Kino Kino is the father of Coyotito ond the husband of Juono.I think thot Kino is o

optimist.I think he represents the nice fomily fother which does evefihing
for his fomily members ond he of course thinks, thot the smell of his

breakfost. his pigs ond his wife is better thon oll these things from the pe.ople

in the neighbourhood.In his head, there is alwoys ploying music, depending on

his mood.
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The peorls were occidents, ond the finding af ane wos luckt

The gre,at peorl,perfect os the moon. It copturedthe light ond refined
it ond goveit bock in silver incondescence.It wqs os lorge cs c sea-gull's

egg.Tt was the greotesl pecrl in the world.

It was the Peorl of the World.

iKino's peorl went into the dreoms, the speculctions, the schemes,the

iplons, the futures,the wishes, the needs, the lusts, the hungers of

ieveryone
.ftre lovel'y grey surface of the pearl.

'The pearl is like o sin, it will destroy us.

rnnd the beouty of the pearl, winking ond glimmering in the little cqndle,

i cozeneÄ his broin with its beauty. 5o lovely it wos, so soft, ond its own

music come from it.
lour.

peorl - it is o monstrosily. /
soft and cholky it will lose its

5T ,'Kino this peorl is evil. Let us destroy it before it destroys us. Let us

, crush it between two stones - Let us throw it bock in the se-owhereit

ibelongs. Kino it's evil, it's evil!'

iIt glinted in the soft moonlight.

.fhe glimmer of the gre.at Peorl,
iThere is o devil in this peorl!

ift is peorl hos become my soul, soid Kino. If I give it up I shall lose my

, soul. 6o thou olso with g-od.

.The pecrl wcs lorge, byt hod o stronge co

: The gre-ot penrl glistened. / This is not o

i'Better peorls are made of pcste'. This is

icolour ond die in ofew months.

i4elooked into its surfoce and it wos grey ond ulcerus. / And

lwas ugly, it was grey like o mclignont growth
the peorl

I Summory => At the beginning of the book the peorl is described os the Peorl of the

World. It is the greatest,the most beoutiful one and the best one of the World. For

Kino ond his fomily it symbolises o better stondord of living. For him this meons buying

new clothes and procticing their biggest drecm, they wont to morry. In this greot peorl

he sees a better future for his fomily cnd up to now it is the most positive thing thot
hos ever happened to him. But sooner or later everybody accept his fcmily members

including his brother turned to enemies. And I think this is because oll the people who

live in Lo Poz s?e poo?, ond they hove olso dreamed of o better lif e.



2.1 Music

PageT - I Kino closed his eyes ogoin to listen to his music. Perhaps he alone did this
and perhops oll of his people did it. His people hod once ber,n gre-at mokers
of songs, so thot everyfhing they6ow or thought or did or heord become a
song. Thot wos very long ogo. The songs remoined; Kino knew them, but no

new songs weteodded. Thot does not meon thot therewe?e no personol
songs.In Kino's heod there wcs q song now, clear and soft, and if he hod

bq able to speok of tt, he would have colled it the song of the Fcmily.

Page 8 The song of the Fcmily come now from behind Kino. And the rhythm of the
fomily song wos the grinding-stone where Juono worked the corn for the
morning cqkes.

Poge tO In his mind o new song had come,the Song of Evil, the music of theenemy,
of ony foe of the family, o sovcge , secret, dongerous melody, ond
underneath,the Song of the Fomily cried ploinfively.

Page tO Evil music of the
Page lO Song of the enemy roored in his eors.

Poge t3 The music of the fomily sounded in his head with q steely tone.

Page 15 The music of the enemy beot in his eors.

Page 23 They hod mode songst fo the fishes, to the seo in snger ond to the sea in
colm, to the light cnd the dark ond the sun and the moon, ond the songs
were cll in Kino ond in his pe.ople - every song thot had ever been made, even
the ones forgotten And qs he filled his bosket the song wos in Kino, ond the
beat of the song was his pounding heort os it ote the oxygen from his held
breoth, and the melody of the song wos the grey - g?@n water ond the
little inner song, hardly perceptible, but olwoys there, sweetqnd secret and
clinging, olmost hiding in the counter - melody, ond this was the Song of the
Pearl thof might be, for every shell thrown in the basket might contoin a
peorl.

Pdge 23 The little secret melody oof the pearl thct might be wos stronger this
morning. Whole phrcses of it come cleorly cnd softly into the Song of the
Underseo.

Page 24 His hesrt beot out oheovy rhythm and the melody of the moybe pecrl
shrilled in his eors.

Poge ?5 Kino the secret melody of the moybe pearl broke cleor ond beoutiful, rich
qnd warm ond t glowing ond glooting ond triumphont

Page 29 And the music of the peorl hod merged with the music of the fomily so thot
one bequtified the order.

Poge 30 And the music of the pecrl rose like o chorus of trumpets in his eors.

Poge'3! But the music of the pearl wos shrilling with triumph in Kino.

Page 33 The music had gone out of Kino's hesd, but now, thinly, slowly, the melody of
the morning,the music of evil, of the enemy, sounded, but it wcs fcint ond



34Page

weok.

Hefelt alone ond unprotected,cnd scroping crickets qnd shrilling treefrogs
'ond croaking toods seemed to be corrying the melody of evil.
iThe song of the Fomily come from behind him like the purrin g of d kitten.

Juanq rocked from side to side ond mooned out the little Song of the Fomily

,,cs though it could word off the danger, ond the baby vomited ond writhed in

,her crms. Now uncertointy wos in Kino ond the music of evil throbbed in his

,heod ond neorly drove out Juana's song.

, The music of evil wos sounding in his heod and he wos fierce qnd ofroid.

The evil music pulsing in him, ond he loy in the dorkness with his eors alert.

,,Its music of promise ond delight, its guoronte-e of the future, of comfort,
of security.

The lovely music of the undersec, the tone of the diffused green light of
the sea bottom.

,fn his head he heord only the dqrk musi c of theenemy.

Poge 87

And os though she too could heor the Song of Evil, she fought it, singing

softly the melody of the family, of the scAety ond wormth ond wholeness of
the fomily. She held Coyotito in her orms cnd song the song to him, fo keep

the evil out, ond her voice wos brove ogoinst the threot of the dork music.

Now the evil music filled the night, hung over the mqngroves, skirled in the
wove beot.

The music of thepeorl wos triumphant in Kino's heod, ond the guiet melody

of the fomily underloy it.
The music of the peorl hod become sinister in his eqrs, ond it was

interwoven with the music of evtl.

Oh,themusic of evilscng loud in Kino's heqd now, it song with the whine of
heot ond with the dry ringing of snoke rottles.

In Kino's eors the ,ong oi ri"fomily wos os fierceos o cry. He wos immune

ond terrible, ond his song hod become c bottle cry.

And Kino heard the music of the pecrl, distorted ond insane.

And the music of the peorl drifted to o whisper ond disoppeored.

{F Summory => The music plcys o very importont role in the book colled the

Pearl.Kino hos different songs in his mind qnd depending on how his mood is, these

songs ploy in his heod very often. For exomple when he gets up, alwoys every morning,

the some music is played in fhe heod of Kino. The one of his fomily. When he is

hoppy, a hoppy song is ployed in his heod, ond if he is sod or ongry, he heors the song

of theevil. I think it is greot, thot John Steinbeck hqs done it like this, because like

this it is eosier for the resder to interprstethe feelings of the charocter. I reolly

like the ideo.
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,4 To me, this literoture hcs mony different meonings, becouse it cove?s mony
differenet things. For exomple it tells of very poor pe-ople, which olso have the dreom
to hsve a better life. And because Kino found this pearl, they ore somehow jeolous,
becquse they also wont to buy new clothes and moybe clso morry. And os a second thing
which I wont to recomment on, is the bite of the scorpion. I meoll, Kino and his fomily
hcve got the peorl of the world, but they but they olso cont cure their son, because
the doctor just don't want to cure him, becouse money is more importont to him, thot
humon life, which is very sad I think. And becouse of this,I dont think, thct you need
money, or the peorl of the world to be hoppy, because money cannot olwoys give you
health. I also think thot Kino ond his fcmily would havebeen hoppier, if ihey wouldn't
hove found the peorl. f consider this to be the moral too. I don't think, thot it hos ony
relevance on our life todoy, becouse I don't think thot there ore so mony things you con
poy or buy with o pearl, and moybe olso not mony penple seorch for these. And I think
in todoy's life money is not such o big problem as criminclity.
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SUMMARY

The Pearl bv John Steinbeck

The story tokes place in l-o Poz, /tÄexico. The moin charccters qre Kino, Juonq's

husbond, Juono, Kino's wife, Coyotito,the son of the couple ond the doctor. Kino thinks,

thot his breokfast smells best. his pigs arethe greotest and thct Juono is the rnost

wonderful wife of the village. Juqno is the lovely mother, who does everything for her

one ond only son Coyotito. Ha is the boby, who gets stinged by o scorpion. The doctor is

the one, who should cure Coyotito, but he doesn'f do it.
More or less it is obout o fomily, who finds o peorl ond they se,e it os the Pearl of

the World and they think that their future will becom e better ond thot they cqn cure

their itl son, but in the end the peorl becomes evil ond they throw it bsck into the seo.

The story begins with s description of the fomily life of Kino, his wife Juono ond

their boby Coyotito. Kino wotches at his son os he sleeps, but soon he sees o scorpion

crowl down the rope thot holds the box. where Coyofifo lies. Kino tries to cotch the
scorpion, but his son ploys oround with the rope and the scorpion falls on him. Although

Kino kills the scorpion it stings Coyottto. Kino qnd Juona go to se.ethe doctor, who

refusesto treot Coyotito becouse Kino ond his wife connot pcy. Then Kino ondhis wife

lerrvethe doctor ond they toke Coyotito with them to the seo. Juono tries to put water

on"the swollen shoulder of her one ond only son. Then Kino goes out the seo with his

canoe to get some oysters, trying to find pearls. 5o, he finds avery lorge oyster, cnd

when he opens it,he cctn see o big, grat pearl. Mony pe-ople go out with their conoes to
seorch for peorls, but these peorls wereaccidents and the finding of one wos luck. Of
course the news, thot Coyotito finds the pearl of the world spreods in whole l-o Poz. Kino

ond Juona are really happy, becouse they think thot they can make their wish come true.

They wont to morry, ond of course they think, thot they con Poy the doctor to cure

their son. But then when somehow oll of the neighbours ore getting eremies, Juono tells

Kino that the pearl will destroy them, but Kino is convinced that the peorl is their one

chonce ond thot on the nexf doy they will sell it.
The neighbours of Kino and Juono wonder whot they would do if they hod found

the peorl ond they suggest giving it os o present to the Pope, for distributing it omong

the poor of Lq Poz. Kino belteves,thot he deserves fifty thousond pesos for the pe.arl,

but oll the peorl deslers only offer q thousond pesos, which he thinks is much to less.

Juona remindes him ogoin, thot the peorl is evil, but he somehow doesn't care. Loter ot



night, Juono tries to toke the pe.orl ond throw it into the oceon, but Kino finds her and

is somehow gets very angry obout it. l,.ater Kino finds, thot his conoe is domcAed ond the
outside of their house is set afire. So for the next doy, they ore hiding ot the brother
of Kino and his wife.

Trockers oppeor. These hear something, when they heor Coyotito crying. After a
trocker shoots in teh direction of the cries, Kino ottccks the three trockers, killing cll
threeof them. But it is to late. Coycitito is deod fromthe first shot. Then Kino ond his

wife return to LsPoz cnd they throw the pearl bock into the sec agoin.



A
t, 0

t. How did you think The Pearlwos going to end before you finished reoding the
book? Were you sotisfied with the ending?

I thought thot Coyotifo would survive ond thot the Pearl could help them, to pay the
money for the doctor! I reolly didn'f think, thot Kino would throw the Peorl into fhe seo
cAoin first, becouse I thought thot it wos very voluoble for them, but then the pecrl
turned into on evil object. It's sad, that the only beloved baby dies ot fhe end. But
somehow I wos sotisfied with the end,because for me it wos o surprising end, becouse I
thought of a totolly different one.

2. In Ch. YI Kino's flight with his fomily is described in gre.at detoil. The
otmosphere, sights. sounds ond smells of the desert ond mountoins ore portrayed
very vividly.There are olso constont references to onimol life.

o) Juono ond Kino ore freguently compcred to wild animols. Find a few
possoges which illustrote this well ond quote.

Kino looked down at her cnd his teeth we?e bqred. He hissed ot her
like o snoke, and Juana stared of him with wide unfrightened eyes, like o
sheep before the butcher.
o He found his plcce ne,sr the rood, q little cleoring where deer might
hove loin.
. Kino moved sluggishly, crrns ond legs stirred like those of a crushed
bug, ond o thick muttering come from his mouth.
o He listened ogoin, on animcl light in his eyes.

b) How arethe trockers portrayed? Quote from the text to illustrote your
qnswer

. The trockers whined a litlle, like €,xcited dogs on o worming trail.

. Threefigure, two on foor ond one on horsebcck.
o They we?e the trsckers, they could follow the troil of o bighorn
sheep in the stone mountcins. They we?e os sensitive os hounds.
. They hod dork horny feet ond raggeÄ white clothes, and you could
heor the creok of le.ather of the ssddle ond the clink of spurs.

:i
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,



. For o long moment the trockers bent over the road ond then they
moved on slowly, studying the ground oheod of them, and the horsemon
moved ofter them.
r The trockers scuttled olong, stopping, looking cnd hurrying on.
. They would be circling ond seorching, peeping, stopping, ond they
would come bock sooner or loter to his covered track.
. 

., The trackers would find his trai],Kno knew.

c) Comment on fhe possogewherethe trockers hear Coyotito crying.

3. Reod Ch.T., poro. I and Ch. UI, pro.7.
In Ch. I Kino watches the onts "with the detochment of 6od". How does he treat
the cnts in Ch. VI? Con you account for fhis?

4. Reod Ch.III, poros. 9-15 and Ch.V,, por. 10.

What hos hoppened to Kino's vision?

5. Reod Ch. III, second lost porograph cnd Ch. UI, fourth lost porogroph.
Describe the transformotion of ihe pearl os Juano and Kino percetve it.
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It looked like the ending is going to come and the book is finished ond thot there is o
trogicclly ending.

He puts his foot on their poth os on obstocle for them. But the onts take thot
obstocle cnd they know they have to go on ond they go on wolking. Moybe Kino thinks
the same and I think thot Kino compares the onts on the ground to humon beings or
evento himself.

In chopter III Kino looks into the peorl and he con see abetter future ond he of course
is looking forward to the wedding with Juana, becouse it is their biggest dream ond he is
sure that the doy will come, on which they will be morried.
In chopter UI Kino's sight is not os "positive" ony more because he does not hear thaf
they will morry ond that Coyotito will go to school but thot his son must leorn reoding
ond thot they have to morry. 5o his visions con't tell him o lot.

They ser-the peorl os o guaronte.efor security in the future, whereos in chopter UI is
the opposite. They throw the pecrl into the woter because they wont security, which
they ccn only get without the pecrl.



6. One of Kino's dreorns is fulfilled ot the end of the story. However, he hos to pcy o
much higher price thon the peorl. Whot does Kino goin ond whot does he lose?

7. What is Juona ond Kino's originol reoson for hoping to find the perfect peorl in
Ch. II?
Whot is their ultimote reoson for gettinq rid of the perfect pecrl ot the end of
ch. \1I?

Who is the only charocter in the story who hos no direct personol interest in the
peorl?

8. ImogineThe Peorl as a film script. If you had to choose olrepzeframe from Ch.

UI to use cs a poster advertisingthe film, which one would you choose snd why?

Kino gained on experience for his life and he goined his freedom ogoin. He reolised thot
the sociol surroundings ond his fcmily ore more importont to him thon o gre.at pe.orl. He
loses his one cnd only son Coyotito.

. They cre hoping to find o pearl to poy the doctor to cure their boby.

. The ultimote reoson for getting rid of the perfeci pecrl was thqt it destroyed
olmost everything whot wos very importont for Kino ond his wife, ond they dont
wont to lose even more.

. Juon Tomris.

I would tqke the port where C.oyottto finds the peorl, becouse it is o hqppy moment ond
it is somehow one exciting thing in the Kino's and his fomily's life.

I would take it because I think thot you could show the feglings of the people very
good ot this port.

This should show, that it is one positive
moment in his life.
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might described the choracters like this, becsuse he olso hod a

three brothers qnd sisters ond two sons.I cqn imogine, thot life
he time when he lived, and I olso think thot the people hove been
>nt+ hnA l?r/!nv rlnfha< anrl nnf onantnh td e.a* T dan't know but


