Reading Tasks: Book Reviews





For each book you read this year you will draw a book-review card with one of the following tasks. Do the tasks very carefully and prepare a nice report for each book. Don't forget the title and the author and add some pictures or drawings. Remember: Layout is very important!








Task 1: Summary





Choose the 10 most important key words in your book. Write them in the key word box. 





Keywords:�
�



Then write a summary of your book using these words. Do not write more than 200 or 250 words! 


Remember: A summary does not contain any direct speech. You only write the most important parts of the story, leave out all the minor details and side-tracks. When you report what someone said or thought use the correct tense. (If it was said in the past, stick to the past!)




















Task 2: Character Portrait - My Favorite Character





Who is your favorite character in the book? Try to imagine your favorite character very carefully (maybe closing your eyes helps you to get a clear picture of him/her). Describe the looks of your character (face, hair, body, typical clothes...). What are your character's typical habits (occupation, free-time, housing...). Last but not least describe your favorite character's personality. (Is your character happy, unhappy? What are his fears and worries, his wishes and hopes...


Look at the table faces and feelings ; it might help you to describe your character's feelings and personality.









































Task 3 :Personality Profiles





Work with the table faces and feelings . Do any of the adjectives match the characters in your book?  Your characters might go through changes in the course of your book; think of all the different phases they went trough. 


Start with one character and choose the appropriate feelings. Give  short explanations or examples saying when/why your character felt that way. Then go on to the next main character. Do this for about five main characters. Make a table like the following:





Character�
personality, feelings�
examples, explanation (when, why...)�
�
example: Peter Hatcher�
lonely�
Peter feels very lonely in Princton. He misses his friends from New York.�
�
Peter...�
anxious�
He is anxious when Mr. Green calls him over the intercom. He doesn't know what to expect.








�
�
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Task 4: A Different Ending


What would have happened if...





Draw a line at a decisive point in your book. Let your character make a different decision or let fate (Schicksal) decide differently. Continue the story after this change.























Task 5: Letter


Imagine you are a friend of one of the characters in your book. Write him/her a letter. Tell your character what you think of him/her. You may agree with your character, feel sorry for them and console them, give them some advice... Or you may be angry with them and tell them off...




















Task 6: Book into Play


Choose your favorite scene in the book. Make a  film script or a script for a radio play out of the scene. (Rewrite this scene into direct speech.) Find a few friends who are willing to perform the scene with you. If you want to make a radio play tape the scene and bring the recording to class. If you decide to act it out, arrange a date with your English teacher and perform the scene for the class. Your scene should not be much longer than 5 minutes. 

















Task 7: Write a Poem or Song


Choose one of the following ideas:





Write the lyrics for a title song in a TV production of your book. There should be a chorus (Refrain) and a few verses about your hero's adventures... Think of a tune for your song.





Write a (pop)song about one of the characters in your book. You might want to write a love song or a protest song... in which your character expresses his/her feelings, worries, hopes...





Write a poem in which one of the characters expresses his feelings. Poems may look very different. There are classic kinds of poems (e.g. ballads...) and very modern, abstract poems that use layout as part of their language. Look through your German books to find a form of poem that you like.





Write a poem telling (part of) the story. Think of some German poems you know (Zauberlehrling, Die Brücke am Thai...) and see what you can do!





Before you start writing your poem write down 10 or 15 keywords that you think are important for your character or story. Then build your poem around these keywords.








Task 8: Relationships





How do the characters in your book get along with each other? What are their relationships? Choose the 3 most important characters in your book and write their names in the first column (1 down). Then write the same names in the fields in the first row (1 across). Add 2-3 additional characters. Now fill in the relationship grid for them. Describe their relationships as well as you can.


example: Peter has a difficult relationship with his brother Fudge. He likes him very much and helps him whenever there is a difficult situation. Very often, however, Fudge goes on Peter's nerves and drives him crazy.  Fudge gets a lot of attention from his parents. Sometimes Peter is jealous and envies his little brother for all the attention he gets......
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Copy a similar but bigger table onto your worksheet. Make it as big as possible so that you have lots of space to describe the relationships between your characters. Use your sheet in landscape format (Querformat) !!!
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Table: Faces and Feelings


