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Example text (| Pre-intermediate-Intermediate)

One day Ann was out walking, just for exercise. Near the entrance to a park she
saw a small crowd of people standing in a // circle. They were looking at
something. She crossed the street to get a better // look.

Inthe middle of the circle, or ring, of people there was an old woman anda
monkey. That's what everybody was looking // at. On the ground near the
mon//key was a hat. It was upside down. The woman wanted the monkey to do a
trick but the monkey did nothing. It just sat there on the // ground. Perhaps this
monkey was very stu//pid. Or maybe it just did not want to do any // tricks. The
old woman shouted at the monkey more and more //loudly. Suddenly, the
monkey stood on its back legs, screamed and fel // over.

The woman went near it. She bent over the monkey. It did not move. She
called its name. It still did not // move. She touched it ten erly, whispering its
name one more // time. The old // woman got down on her // knees. She put her
ear against the monkey's chest and // listened. Then she whispered, ‘He’s dead!
and began to // cry. From time to // time she said again, ‘Dead. Dead. My only
friend. What will I do // now? How will | live withou my // monkey?'

Ayoung man stepped towards the hat, took a five-pound note out of a //
pocket and dropped it in the // hat. He turned to the crowd and said, ‘We have to
help // her. Can't you see, her life is ruined.’ He then walked // away.

Other people began to move towards the // hat, taking notes and // coins out
of their pockets and // handbags and dropping them in. Ann did the // same.

Several months later, Ann was in a differen city, on bus//iness. One
lunchtime, she decided to go for a // walk. It was a beautiful spring day and she
could see on her map that there was a park nearby. She decided to buy a //
sandwich and eat // it on a bench in the // park. About ten minutes later she got
to the park entrance. Near it was a crowd of people looking // at something. Ann

joined // them. In the middle was an old woman and a // monkey. Near them was
an upside down // hat.

It was the same woman and the // same mon| ey. Again the monkey
screamed and // fell over. Again the woman // cried. Again a young man //
stepped forward and put // money in the // hat and spoke to the // crowd. It was

the same hat. And the same //young man. © CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 2004
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Once upon a time, about a thousand years ago, there was a powerful caliph in
Baghdad. He had a great many servants in his palace. [WHAT KINDS OF JOBSDID
HIS SERVANTS DO, FOR EXAMPLE?] Among these servants was a man named
Abdul. He was the caliph's favourite servant, WHY WAS HE THE CALIPH'S
FAVOURITE?] He helped the caliph to get dressed and also made his coffee. And
then he always tasted it before giving it to the caliph. [WHY DID HE TASTE THE
CALIPH'S COFFEE BEFORE THE CALIPH DRANK IT7] [ALSO, WHAT OTHER JOBS
DO YOU THINK HE DID FOR THE CALIPH?]

One morning, the caliph wanted some fruit, so he asked Abdul to gotothe
central market and get several different kinds of really fresh, ripe fruit. WHAT
KINDS, FOR EXAMPLE?] Abdul got a basket from the kitchen and set out for the
market. It was still early morning but Abdul could see that it was goingtobea
really hot day. WHAT MADE HIM THINK S07]

He walked through the narrow streets of the old part of the city. Soon, he was
in the market. WHAT DID HE SEE ON HIS WAY?] (WHAT DID HE HEAR?] The market
was already thronged with shoppers. IWHAT DO YOU THINK THRONGED MEANS?
(ANSWER: ‘CROWDED’)] WHAT WERE THE SHOPPERS WEARING?]

Abdul walked past piles of shoes, past chickens, past ducks, past bags of rice,
past pots, past chairs until, finally, he got to the part of the market where they sold
what he was looking for. [DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT HE WAS LOOKING FOR?]

Carefully, he looked over every piece of fruit. WHY?] If he saw some fruit that
looked good, he feltitto see ifitwas hard or soft. He looked at it especially carefully
to seeif there were any rotten, brown bits. He also smelled each fruit. WHY DID HE
SMELL EACH FRUIT?] He bought some golden yellow melons and some fragrant
green ones. He bought some oranges and fresh figs. Soon, his basket was almost
full. [HE DECIDED TO GET ONE MORE KIND OF FRUIT . .. WHAT WAS IT, DO YOU
THINK?]

Suddenly, he felt like someone was watching him from behind. He turned
around. About five metres away was a tall man dressed completely in black. The
man's eyes were hidden inside a large black hood. Abdul could see only one part
of his face. IWHICH PART WAS THAT?] Suddenly, Abdul was very, very afraid.
Abdul could not see the man's eyes, but he felt the man staring at him. [HOW
WOULD YOU FEEL IN THIS SITUATION?]

‘What do you want? Abdul asked. The man in black did not answer.

‘Who are you? What do you want?' shouted Abdul. WHY DID HE SHOUT?]

After along silence . . . the tall man in black said . . . very slowly . . .in a deep
voice, ‘If youmustask...l...am...Death!. .. Your death"

This answer shocked Abdul. He dropped his basket and ran back to the palace
as fast as he could. He ran into the caliph’s meeting room and threw himself on
the floor at the caliph’s feet. WHAT DO YOU THINK HE IS GOING TO SAY?]

‘Oh, Master!" he said, his voice shaking with fear. ‘Please let me leave Baghdad
immediately. Please let me go to my brother’s house in Basra. Please let me stay
there.” IWHAT IS ‘BASRA'? (ANSWER: A DIFFERENT CITY)] Abdul added that he had
justhad a terrible shock and needed some peace and quiet.

The caliph could see that Abdul was very upset [WHAT MADE THE CALIPH
THINK THIS?] and so he said, ‘Yes, you may go.” And so Abdul set off for Basra, a
city south of Baghdad. [HOW DID HE TRAVEL, DO YOU THINK?] [WHAT WAS HE
THINKING ABOUT AS HE MADE HIS WAY SOUTH?]

The caliph, though, wanted to find out about the tall stranger in black. And so,
with a bodyguard, he went to the market. [SAY THREE THINGS ABOUT THE
BODYGUARD.] The man in black was not hard to find. [WHY NOT?] The caliph's
bodyguard told the man to stop and not move. The caliph began to ask him
questions. WHAT WERE SOME OF HIS QUESTIONS?] One question he asked was,
‘Why did you frighten my servant?”

The man in black replied, ‘Who is your servant?’

*His name is Abdul’, said the caliph. ‘And he ... .' [CAN YOU DESCRIBE ABDUL
INDETAIL?]

‘But | did not mean to frighten

‘Oh, yes. | remember now,’ said the stranger.

him; that was not my intention. | stared at him onl

him here in Baghdad."

ly because | was surprised to see

‘And why is that? asked the caliph.

» Thave an appointment with him tonight.

.." said the man in black

‘Because .
[AN APPOINTMENT WHERE

, DO YOU THINK?] Our appointment is in Basral

Said the caliph, ‘Poor Abdul. Poor, poor Abdul.
[WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN TO ABDUL? WHAT DO YOU THINK THE MORAL OF

THIS STORY 1S7]
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