	
	Klasse
	Datum
	Seite 


Listening
	1
	Listen to the text. Then answer the questions. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
	1/1



	1
	What can you do in Cork because of its size?
Explore the city on foot. / walk around

	2
	What is older than 200 years?
The English Market.

	3
	What can you do in Cork when you are tired? Name two things.
relax and have (a) coffee / relax and enjoy the market
relax and enjoy the special atmosphere of the market

	4
	What’s so special about all Café Paradiso’s menus?
They are 100% vegetarian. / They are 100% vegan. / They are without meat. / It serves 100% vegetarian and vegan food.

	5
	What is less than 20 km away from Cork?
a local farm

	6
	What exactly can you eat in Café Paradiso? Give one example.
(pumpkin) risotto / (parsnip) ravioli

	7
	What can you always drink in a traditional pub in Cork?
Guinness beer / Murphy’s beer

	8
	What is Kinsale most famous for?
Its yachting harbour. / Its fishing harbour. / seafood

	9
	When, on a Wednesday, does the market close?
At 2:30 p.m. / At half past 2. / At 14:30.

	10
	What is the name of the most famous restaurant in Kinsale?
The Fishy Fishy Café

	11
	Where exactly does most of the famous restaurant’s fish enter land?
Just along the road. / Along the road.



	2
	Listen to Tom and Sarah. Choose the correct answer.
	[image: ]
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	1
	Who came back from travelling about one week ago?
[image: ] Tom and Sarah
[image: ] Kate and Sarah
[image: ] Kate and Tom

	2
	Why didn’t Tom know that he wouldn’t see Sarah for some time? – Because the travellers
[image: ] got no cheap flight.
[image: ] decided very late.
[image: ] live in Dublin.

	3
	How many cities did the travellers visit?
[image: ] 6
[image: ] 4
[image: ] 5

	4
	Why did they go to Glendalough? – Because
[image: ] their friends told them to.
[image: ] it’s a beautiful city.
[image: ] one person had never heard of it before.

	5
	Where were they for just three days?
[image: ] In Glendalough.
[image: ] In Dublin.
[image: ] In Ireland.

	6
	What did they not do in the Valley of Two Lakes?
[image: ] Take many photos.
[image: ] Enjoy the weather.
[image: ] Walk around.

	7
	What’s Cork famous for?
[image: ] The restaurants’ big-size portions.
[image: ] Its famous vegan restaurants.
[image: ] Its international food.

	8
	What’s Kinsale most famous for?
[image: ] An airport very close to restaurants.
[image: ] Its local seafood.
[image: ] Its international fish restaurants.

	9
	What did Tom enjoy most?
[image: ] Galway
[image: ] Dublin
[image: ] Kilkenny

	10
	The oldest parts of Kilkenny’s architecture are from
[image: ] the 12th century.
[image: ] the 11th century or older.
[image: ] after the 12th century.



	3
	Listen and choose the correct answer. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
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	1
	What did Agatha Christie do in the First World War?
[image: ] She sold detective novels and short stories.
[image: ] She worked in a hospital.
[image: ] She got her first child.

	2
	What does the speaker say about The Mysterious Affair at Styles?
[image: ] It was her first book.
[image: ] It was unsuccessful at first.
[image: ] It was her first success.

	3
	What does the speaker say about Agatha Christie?
[image: ] Only Shakespeare’s novels were more successful.
[image: ] Nobody has sold more books.
[image: ] No author’s books can be read in more languages.

	4
	What does the speaker say about And Then There Were None?
[image: ] It’s the number one best-selling book of all time.
[image: ] Less than 200 million copies have been sold.
[image: ] It’s a mystery why it is selling so good.

	5
	What else does the speaker say about her success?
[image: ] More than 30 of her books were used for comics.
[image: ] She was voted the best author ever.
[image: ] There are also video games based on her stories.

	6
	Hercule Poirot is successful in his job because
[image: ] he can speak many languages.
[image: ] he can think like a criminal.
[image: ] he looks extremely different.

	7
	How do detectives normally solve a case?
[image: ] They use their knowledge of human nature.
[image: ] They are searching for things.
[image: ] They use psychological tricks.

	8
	What happens in the end of a typical Poirot story?
[image: ] Poirot informs the murderer about how he solved the case.
[image: ] Poirot wants the reader to think he is clever.
[image: ] Poirot tells the criminal his name.

	9
	What is so special about Christie’s Poirot stories? – The detective
[image: ] is working around the world.
[image: ] loves travelling when searching for clues.
[image: ] doesn’t just investigate murders.

	10
	People like Poirot stories so much because the readers
[image: ] can later see the clues in the movie versions.
[image: ] are told who is the criminal in the beginning, before Poirot finds out.
[image: ] get a chance to find out who is the criminal themselves.



	4
	Listen and answer the questions. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
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	1
	What is the name of the airport that the speaker mentions?
JFK / John F. Kennedy Airport

	2
	Where can you not find out about places the speaker loves most?
in a travel guide / on a tour

	3
	Who is in those places that the speaker loves most?
native New Yorkers / New York inhabitants / New York citizens / New Yorkers

	4
	Where does the speaker go to in summer, when she’s in Greenwich Village? Give one answer only.
She goes to jazz bars. / She goes to comedy shows.

	5
	What is the atmosphere like in Greenwich Village?
relaxed / laid-back

	6
	What TV show is Greenwich Village famous for, apart from How I Met Your Mother?
Friends

	7
	What does the speaker say is so good about the food in her home town?
It’s cosmopolitan. / It’s international. / There’s a (big) choice.

	8
	What does the speaker sometimes buy on the street? Give one answer only.
a pretzel / a hot dog

	9
	In what part of the city do you get the best spaghetti?
In Little Italy.

	10
	When she was a kid, when did the speaker go to Central Park on a Wednesday?
In the evening.

	11
	What did the speaker do in Central Park together with her dad?
play football

	12
	What does the speaker like doing in an old part of New York?
go shopping

	13
	What special thing can you always do in South Street Seaport’s restaurants?
Listen to live music.

	14
	Where in the city do you have a nice view of the Brooklyn Bridge?
From a shopping mall/centre (on Pier 17).

	15
	How long does the speaker want to continue living in New York?
forever / for the rest of her life



	5
	Listen and complete the sentences with 1–4 words.
	[image: ]
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	1
	More than 8.5 million / 8 million people live in New York.

	2
	Every visit to New York is different / never the same.

	3
	There is an observatory on the 86th floor / the eighty-sixth floor of the Empire State Building.

	4
	You can see many of New York’s famous buildings / New York’s famous landmarks from the top of the Empire State Building.

	5
	The Statue of Liberty was a present from the French / gift from the French people.

	6
	You need a ticket / to buy a ticket if you want to go inside the Statue of Liberty.

	7
	The 9/11 Memorial remembers the victims of two / the September 11 terror attacks.

	8
	There is a pear tree / survivor tree at Ground Zero that survived the attacks.

	9
	Times Square is also known as the crossroads of the world.

	10
	There are lots of colourful neon screens / lights and billboards in Times Square.



	6
	Listen and choose the correct answer. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
	1/6



	1
	How do teenagers normally earn extra pocket money?
[image: ] They help their parents.
[image: ] They deliver newspapers.
[image: ] They sell stuff to shops.

	2
	What does Alex do?
[image: ] Test something.
[image: ] Just travel.
[image: ] Deliver planes.

	3
	What does he do after his main job?
[image: ] Enjoy food.
[image: ] Drink alcohol.
[image: ] Use Instagram.

	4
	How did Alex get his job?
[image: ] BBC contacted him.
[image: ] His talent was mentioned in the news.
[image: ] He asked Sky News about it.

	5
	What is so special about his job?
[image: ] He can sit on more than just one seat.
[image: ] He can only do it when his school allows him to.
[image: ] He must fly the empty planes, like a pilot.

	6
	What could Alex do when he was 8 years old?
[image: ] Explain to passengers how to fly safe.
[image: ] He could fly a plane without help.
[image: ] Talk to somebody in more than 5 different languages.

	7
	What does Alex do when he is not in a plane?
[image: ] Watch TV news.
[image: ] Put his questions on Twitter.
[image: ] Write about food.

	8
	What is also very special about Alex’ job?
[image: ] He can sleep before flying.
[image: ] Others tell him everything about their flight experience.
[image: ] He knows the airlines’ staff personally.

	9
	How long does Alex normally stay in one place?
[image: ] Up to five days.
[image: ] At least three days.
[image: ] Until he is totally bored.

	10
	What does the speaker say about Rwanda?
[image: ] Alex thinks it’s the most beautiful country seen from the air.
[image: ] Alex doesn’t only enjoy travelling there in the air.
[image: ] It’s Alex’ favourite place in the world.



VOCABULARY: *aviation – Luftfahrt, travel bug – Fernweh, Wanderlust

	7
	Listen to the text. Then do the tasks below. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
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Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	Cork is larger than Dublin.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	You can find good food in Cork.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	The English market is less than 200 years old.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Complete the sentences. 


	4
	You can find food from Ireland and (from) around the world / the rest of the world / other international food / other countries in Cork’s cafés.

	5
	Café Paradiso gets most of its food from a local farm in Ireland.

	6
	Murphy’s is a type of Irish beer / beer.



Answer the questions.


	7
	How far is Kinsale from Cork?
28 km

	8
	What happens in Kinsale at 2:30 p.m. every Wednesday?
A market closes. / The weekly market closes.

	9
	What is the name of the best restaurant in Kinsale?
The Fishy Fishy Café.



	8
	Listen to the dialogue. Then do the tasks below.
	[image: ]
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Choose the correct answer.


	1
	When did Tom return from Ireland?
[image: ] two months ago
[image: ] yesterday
[image: ] a few days ago

	2
	How did Tom travel around in Ireland?
[image: ] by bus
[image: ] by plane
[image: ] by car

	3
	Why did Tom go to Glendalough?
[image: ] Because it was so close to Dublin.
[image: ] His friends recommended it.
[image: ] He’d always wanted to go there.



Answer the questions.

	4
	How long did Tom stay in Glendalough?
about three days / some days / a couple of days

	5
	What was the weather like in Glendalough?
nice and sunny / nice / sunny

	6
	What did Tom do a lot of in Cork?
Eating out at restaurants.



Complete the sentences. 


	7
	In Kinsale, Tom sat outside a café and watched the fishing boats.

	8
	Kilkenny was Tom’s favourite city / favourite place / highlight of the trip.

	9
	Kilkenny is around one thousand years old.



	9
	Listen to the text. Then do the tasks below. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
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Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	Agatha Christie came from a poor family.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	Nobody has sold more books than Agatha Christie.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	And Then There Were None is one of the best-selling mystery books.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Choose the correct answer.


	4
	How many of her books have been made into films?
[image: ] less than 30
[image: ] over 30
[image: ] 30

	5
	Which of these does not describe Hercule Poirot’s appearance?
[image: ] His head is oval-shaped.
[image: ] He has a moustache.
[image: ] He is very tall.

	6
	Why is Poirot good at catching criminals?
[image: ] He understands how they think.
[image: ] He spent a lot of time in the police force.
[image: ] He’s very lucky.



Answer the questions.


	7
	Where do Christie’s novels often take place?
In exotic places around the world. / Outside England. / France, Belgium, Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Switzerland, and the Balkans

	8
	How many short stories is Poirot in?
59

	9
	How are Christie’s novels ‘interactive’?
The reader(s) can analyse the characters. / The reader(s) can see the clues. / The reader(s) can guess who the murderer is. / The reader(s) can analyse the characters, see the clues and guess who the murderer is.



	10
	Listen to the text. Then do the tasks below.
	[image: ]
	1/10



Answer the questions.

	1
	How does the speaker feel when she sees New York out of the plane window?
She feels happy. / She feels good.

	2
	What season of the year does the speaker visit Greenwich Village most?
In summer.

	3
	What do the speaker and her friends do when they meet in the Village?
They go to jazz bars and comedy shows. / They go to jazz bars. / They go to comedy shows.



Choose the correct answer.


	4
	What does the speaker like about New York food?
[image: ] There is much choice.
[image: ] It is cheap.
[image: ] The pizzas are really big.

	5
	Where do they go for a hot dog?
[image: ] To a special place in Chinatown.
[image: ] To a restaurant in Little Italy.
[image: ] To stalls on the street.

	6
	What does the speaker say about Central Park?
[image: ] It gets crowded at the weekend.
[image: ] She remembers going there when she was young.
[image: ] She preferred going there when she was a child.



Complete the sentences.


	7
	There’s a lake in Central Park where you can hire a boat / get a boat / go rowing.

	8
	You can always listen to (live) music / hear (live) music in bars in South Street Seaport.

	9
	The speaker doesn’t think she will ever leave New York / ever live anywhere else.



	11
	Listen to the text. Then do the tasks below. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
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Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	The Empire State Building has 86 floors.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	The Empire State Building closes at 11 p.m.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	You can see five other states on a good day.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Answer the questions.


	4
	Why is the Statue of Liberty important?
It’s a symbol for freedom. / It’s an iconic sight. / It’s one of the most iconic sights.

	5
	What do you need to do to get into the statue?
You need to buy a ticket.

	6
	How high is the statue?
more than 300 feet / more than 91.5 metres



Complete the sentences.


	7
	The 9/11 Memorial contains a museum / an exhibition space which tells the story of that date.

	8
	On Times Square you can see lots of bright lights / billboards / bright lights and billboards / people / visitors / theatres.

	9
	Many people combine a visit to Times Square with a trip to the theatre / to the theatre district / to Broadway.



	12
	Listen to the text. Then do the tasks below. What does the speaker say?
	[image: ]
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Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	Alex’s job involves using social media.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	He became interested in planes when he was 13.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	He started his job when he was a teenager.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Complete the sentences.


	4
	When he was young, Alex started to learn how to fly.

	5
	Alex tests all the seats / out all the seats / out the seats / the seats in all the cabins.

	6
	Alex appears on TV / is on TV to speak about aviation*.



Choose the correct answer.


	7
	What does Alex often do before a flight?
[image: ] He gets a good night’s sleep.
[image: ] He tests out the pre-flight service.
[image: ] He writes about his up-coming trip.

	8
	What is the worst part of his job?
[image: ] He misses his home.
[image: ] It can be difficult to find a nice hotel sometimes.
[image: ] He sometimes misses a bit of variety.

	9
	Why did he like Rwanda so much?
[image: ] Because he thought it was really beautiful.
[image: ] Because there is so much to see and do there.
[image: ] Because the people were so friendly.



VOCABULARY: *aviation – Luftfahrt; travel bug – Fernweh, Wanderlust

Reading
	13
	Read the story. Then do the tasks below.



Where is New York?

It’s the most famous city in the United States and one of the most famous in the world. It’s home to famous places like the Statue of Liberty, the Guggenheim Museum, Times Square and Central Park. It’s featured in hundreds of Hollywood movies and in 2001 it was the scene of one of the deadliest terror attacks ever. I’m talking, of course, about New York – the Big Apple. It’s a city that most people dream of visiting one day.

It’s such an iconic city that you would think most people know where it is, especially Americans. Well, that’s wrong. In fact, in a recent survey only 51% of Americans could point to the city on a map of the USA, while 89% found the states of California and Texas.

The survey was carried out by the National Geographic magazine to test the geographical knowledge of young people from nine countries, including the USA. They were asked 56 questions about the world. The Americans scored an average of 23 correct answers, only slightly better than Mexico, which ranked last with an average score of 21. Americans could find on average only seven of 16 countries in the quiz. Quite incredibly, 11 percent of the Americans couldn’t even find their own country on the map. And only 71% of the Americans could locate the Pacific Ocean, although the entire west coast of the country is on it. Interestingly, 81 percent of the Americans knew that the Middle East is the Earth’s largest oil exporter. However, only 24 percent knew where it was.

The other countries that were tested in the survey were Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, and Britain. And the results? The country with the best geographical knowledge is Sweden. On average, Swedes answered 40 of the questions correctly and managed to identify all except three of the countries. They were followed by the Germans and the Italians who answered 38 of the questions correctly and located 12 of the countries. It seems that when it comes to geography, Americans still have a lot of studying to do!

Match the beginnings and endings. There are three extra options.

	1
	According to the text, New York
	[image: ]
	is among the most famous cities worldwide.

	2
	Nearly half the Americans in a survey
	[image: ]
	couldn’t find New York on the map.

	3
	Most Americans
	[image: ]
	could point to California and Texas.

	
	
	[image: ]
	would like to live in New York.

	
	
	[image: ]
	think New York is in Hollywood.

	
	
	[image: ]
	have been to New York.



Answer the questions. Choose from the numbers in the box. There are three extra numbers.

	56    51    23    21    7    1



	4
	What was the total number of questions in the quiz? 56

	5
	What was the worst average score? 21

	6
	How many countries scored worse than the USA? 1



Answer the questions.

	7
	Some Americans couldn’t locate the Pacific Ocean. Why is this so surprising?
It’s next to the country. / It’s next to the west coast of the country. / It’s next to the USA. / The entire west coast of the USA is on it.

	8
	What percentage of Americans could find the Middle East on a map?
24% / 24 percent / only 24%

	9
	How many countries scored better than the USA, but not as well as Italy?
four / 4



	14
	Read the text. Then do the tasks below.



The toughest job interview questions

You are sitting at a table. Three people are looking at you seriously. You really want this job, but you are not nervous. You have prepared well and have all your answers ready; why you want the job, why you would be good at the job, where you see yourself five years from now. There’s nothing they can ask that you can’t answer.

The man in the middle is the first to speak. There is no smile on his face.

“How do you fit an elephant in a fridge?” he calmly asks. Your mind freezes. Did he really ask me how I would fit an elephant in a fridge? Suddenly that job seems a million miles away. How can you answer a question like that?

There is, of course, no correct answer. The man asked that question just to see how quickly you could think of an answer. ‘Open the door and push him inside’ shows you are practical. ‘Draw a picture of an elephant and put that inside’ shows imagination. ‘I don’t think that question is really relevant’ shows honesty. Any answer will do. Just don’t say ‘I don’t know.’ More and more interviewers are asking questions that candidates can never prepare for - and usually the candidates who can answer these questions are getting the jobs. Of course, you still need to show you’ve done your homework and know everything about the company; however, these days there are often more than 50 candidates for each position, and companies are looking for other ways to find the perfect employees.

But are all of these questions really fair? A recent survey asked people to send in some of the strangest interview questions. Some seemed to be testing how loyal a candidate would be: ‘So why would you be happy if I asked you to work over the weekend?’ Other questions were designed to see how ambitious the candidates were: ‘Why is 99% never good enough?’ And other questions were just ... strange: ‘Would you rather fight a horse-sized duck or 100 duck-sized horses?’

Choose the correct words.

	1
	In the first paragraph, the person is having / preparing for an interview.

	2
	The first question asked is expected / a surprise.

	3
	You don’t have to / should know the correct answer.



Choose the correct option.

	4
	The interviewer asked the question
[image: ] to make the candidate feel uncomfortable.
[image: ] to see the candidate’s reaction.
[image: ] to see if the candidate knows the correct answer.

	5
	According to the text, candidates
[image: ] should be honest and say they don’t know.
[image: ] can’t possibly prepare for these questions.
[image: ] should prepare better for interviews.

	6
	Interviewers ask these questions
[image: ] because they are looking for new ways to find the best candidate.
[image: ] because they don’t want to get bored asking the same questions.
[image: ] because they want to see how much the candidates know about the company.



Answer the questions.

	7
	How did the writer find examples of strange interview questions?
There was a survey. / People were asked to send in some of the strangest questions. / online

	8
	What is the point of the question about weekend work?
It tests loyalty.

	9
	How do we know that the writer doesn’t understand the reason for every strange question?
He says that some are just strange.



	15
	Read the texts. Then do the tasks below.



What next?

I’m not sure exactly, but I’ll probably do something in the travel industry. I want to get away as soon as I finish school and see the world for a few years. Whatever I end up doing, I don’t expect the salary will be great, but that doesn’t really bother me. If it’s enough for food and clothes and somewhere to live while I travel, I’ll be happy. I think I got the desire to travel from my parents. My mum was a flight attendant when she was younger and my dad taught English in several different countries. They both talk a lot about those days and refer to them as the best days of their lives.

Kate


My mum and dad are both doctors and I’m pretty sure that’s what I’ll do too. I think it’s a wonderful profession. Both my parents tell me that there is no better feeling than helping people get better and I believe it. I love Science at school and I’m pretty good at it. That’s lucky because I’ll need good results if I want to get into medical school. The best ones are very competitive. Many of my friends want to go travelling between school and university, but that doesn’t really interest me. I want to get on with my studies straight away. I hope to be a doctor before I’m 25.

Liam


I’m not sure what I want to do, but I know I want a job with a good salary. My family don’t have a lot of money – my dad’s a teacher and my mum doesn’t work. Although I’ve had a pretty happy childhood, I would like to buy nicer things for my family. Job satisfaction will, of course, be important - but there are so many interesting jobs that I’m sure I’ll find something enjoyable. I like the idea of travelling, too, and that’s why I’m doing Spanish and Chinese at school. I think I’ll probably do one of those at university, too, along with business studies. I’m sure that will be a degree that will get me a well-paid job.

Ollie

Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	Kate has got a definite plan.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	She isn’t very interested in money.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	Her parents liked travelling.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Answer the questions in 1–6 words.

	4
	Liam’s parents say their jobs make them feel happy / feel good / feel better.

	5
	Liam knows he has to get good results / work hard / get on with his studies fast.

	6
	He’s planning to go to medical school / study medicine / go to university / get on with his studies
when he leaves school.



Answer the questions.

	7
	Why doesn’t Ollie want to be like his father?
He wants to earn more money. / He would like to buy nicer things for his family.

	8
	What does he want from a job apart from a good salary and job satisfaction?
The possibility to (be able to) travel. / He likes the idea of travelling, too.

	9
	What is he planning to study at university?
Chinese / Spanish / business studies



	16
	Read the newspaper article and complete it with the phrases A–K. Write the letters. There are two extra phrases.



A the geographical knowledge of
B only 10% more than
C on the map
D they were asked to
E one day in their life
F especially if you are American
G And the results
H hundreds of Hollywood movies
I Geography is the least popular lesson
J with an average score of 21
K only 24%

	Where is New York?


	It’s probably the most famous city in the United States and some people might argue it’s the most famous in the world. It’s home to such household names as the Statue of Liberty, the Guggenheim Museum, Times Square and Central Park. It’s featured in (1)H and in 2001 it was the scene of one of the deadliest terror attacks ever seen. I’m talking, of course, about New York – the Big Apple, one of those cities that most people dream of visiting (2)E.


	It’s such an iconic city that you would imagine most people would know where it is, (3)F. Well, that’s not the case. In fact, in a recent survey only 51% of Americans could point to the city on a map of their country.


	The survey was carried out by the National Geographic magazine to test (4)A young people from nine different countries, including the USA, by asking them 56 questions about the world. The Americans scored an average of 23 correct answers, only slightly better than Mexico, which ranked last (5)J. Americans could find on average only seven of 16 countries in the quiz. Quite incredibly, 11 percent of the Americans couldn’t even find their own country (6)C. And only 71 percent of the Americans could locate the Pacific Ocean, despite the fact that the entire west side of the country is on it. Interestingly, 81 percent of the Americans knew that the Middle East is the Earth’s largest oil exporter. However, (7)K knew where it was.


	The other countries that were tested in the survey were Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, and Britain.


	(8)G? It turns out that the country with the best geographical knowledge is Sweden. On average, Swedes were able to answer 40 of the questions correctly and managed to identify all but three of the countries (9)D find. They were followed by the Germans and the Italians who gave the right answers to 38 of the questions and correctly located 12 of the countries. It seems that when it comes to geography, Americans still have a lot of studying to do!



	17
	Read the text and choose the correct answers.



The toughest job interview questions

You are sitting in a small room at a table. On the other side there are three people looking at you seriously. You really want this job, but you are not nervous. You have prepared yourself well and have all your answers ready; why you want the job, why you would be good for the job, where you see yourself five years from now. There’s nothing they can ask that you don’t have an answer for.

The man in the middle is the first to speak. There is no smile on his face.

“How do you fit an elephant in a fridge?” he calmly asks. Your mind freezes. What did he say? Did he really ask me how I would fit an elephant in a fridge? Suddenly that job seems a million miles away. How can you answer a question like that?

There is, of course, no correct answer. The man asked that question just to see how quickly you could come up with an answer. “Open the door and push him inside” shows you are practical. “Draw a picture of an elephant and put that inside” shows imagination. “I don’t think that question is really very relevant” shows honesty. Any answer will do. Just don’t say “I don’t know.”

More and more interviewers are choosing to ask the questions that candidates can never prepare for and it’s usually the candidates who can answer these questions who are walking away with the job offers. Of course, you still need to show you’ve done your homework and know everything about the company you wish to work for and what they do, but in these times where there are often more than 50 candidates for each position, companies are looking for other ways to find the perfect employees.

But are all of these questions really fair? A survey carried out recently by a news website asked people to send in some of the strangest questions they’d faced in job interviews. Some seemed to be testing just how loyal a candidate would be to the company: “So why would you be happy if I asked you to work over the weekend?” Other questions were designed to see just how ambitious the candidates were: “Why is 99% never good enough?” And other questions were just ... strange: “Would you rather fight a horse-sized duck or 100 duck-sized horses?”




	1
	In the 1st paragraph, why are ‘you’ not nervous?
[image: ] Because you know you are the best for the job.
[image: ] Because you’ve thought about all the questions they might ask.
[image: ] Because you don’t really want the job.

	2
	What happened to the writer when the man asks the question?
[image: ] The writer thinks of an answer immediately.
[image: ] The writer decides he/she doesn’t really want the job.
[image: ] The writer panics.

	3
	Why did the man ask the strange question?
[image: ] To make you feel uncomfortable.
[image: ] To see your reaction.
[image: ] To see if you know the correct answer.

	4
	Which of these is the worst answer to the ‘elephant’ question?
[image: ] I don’t know.
[image: ] Find a really big fridge.
[image: ] That’s a silly question.

	5
	Why are these questions difficult?
[image: ] Because there usually is no correct answer.
[image: ] Because you need to know the job really well to answer them.
[image: ] Because they take a long time to answer.

	6
	Why are these types of questions becoming more popular?
[image: ] Because everyone has the same answers to more traditional questions.
[image: ] Because interviewers are looking for new ways to find the best candidate.
[image: ] Because interviewers are getting bored of always asking the same questions.

	7
	What was the aim of the survey carried out by an online news website?
[image: ] To find out about embarrassing interviews.
[image: ] To find out about difficult interviews.
[image: ] To find out about strange interview questions.

	8
	According to the text, why might an interviewer ask ‘Why would you be happy to work over the weekend’?
[image: ] To see how many hours the candidate can work.
[image: ] To see if the candidate has a sense of humour.
[image: ] To see exactly how much the candidate is willing to give the company.



	18
	Read the story. Then do the tasks below.



The curious case of the hanging body

It was one of the strangest crime scenes the inspector had ever seen. The cause of death wasn’t the problem. That was easy. They had found the body hanging from the ceiling* in the middle of the room. The mystery was how it had got there. Apart from the body, the room was completely empty. Well, not completely empty. There was a large puddle of water underneath the body. 

They had found the body because of the water. A few hours earlier, Mr Thomas, who lived in the flat below, had noticed water coming through his ceiling. He had gone upstairs to knock on the door. When no one answered, he’d called the building supervisor*, who went up with Mr Thomas to knock on the door. Still there was no answer. The building supervisor found the key and tried to unlock the door. No luck. The door was locked from the inside and the key was still in the lock. Someone was inside. That’s when they called the police. 

The inspector had arrived with two men, and also tried knocking. After five minutes with no answer the inspector ordered his men to break down the door. 

The inspector’s first thought was suicide. But how? There was no way the poor man could have climbed up to tie the rope. The ceiling was far too high, and the room was empty – there was no chair or table to climb onto. That’s when the inspector thought it could be murder. Perhaps someone had entered the room, used a ladder to tie the rope, murdered the man and then left with the ladder. But there was one big problem with that idea. How had the man locked the room behind him? The inspector returned to his original idea. It was definitely suicide.

He thought of the answer while he was drinking a glass of whiskey later that evening. He was watching the ice melt in the glass. Ice. That was the answer. The man had bought a huge block of ice. He had climbed on it to tie up the rope. Then he had stood on the ice, his neck in the rope and waited for the ice to melt. And that explained the large pool of water on the floor.


VOCABULARY: *ceiling – Decke; building supervisor – Hausmeister/in

Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	The police officer knew how the man had died.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	There was water on the floor of the room.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	The building supervisor opened the door.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Choose the correct option.

	4
	How many people knocked on the door?
[image: ] three
[image: ] one
[image: ] two

	5
	Why did the inspector think it couldn’t be suicide?
[image: ] Because of the water.
[image: ] There wasn’t any furniture.
[image: ] The door was locked.

	6
	What does the inspector think speaks against murder?
[image: ] The room was almost completely empty.
[image: ] There wasn’t a ladder in the room.
[image: ] The murderer couldn’t have locked the door.



Answer the questions in 2–6 words.

	7
	How often did the inspector change his mind about what happened? two times / twice

	8
	What part of his drink helped the inspector? the ice / the melting ice

	9
	What did the man use instead of a ladder? a block of ice



	19
	Read Jan’s story and decide if the sentences are T (True) or F (False).



First time in Ireland

Last February my family visited Ireland for the very first time. We live on Anglesey, which is a Welsh island just across the Irish sea. There’s a port not far from our house which has about five ferries a day to Ireland. It only takes two hours on the fast ferry to arrive in Dublin. I’ve lived on Anglesey all my life, which is 13 years. I can’t believe it took us so long to get to Ireland. But my older brother wasn’t so excited. He says he only likes holidays in foreign countries. I tried to explain that Ireland is a foreign country, but he wouldn’t listen. “It’s just the same as the UK,” he said. “Boring.”

When we arrived at Dublin ferry port, we took a taxi to pick up a hire car*. It was in the centre of the city and much too far away from the port to walk. The car hire shop was right next to the national rugby stadium. My dad loves rugby so he was very excited to see the stadium. He was also happy because he thought it would be easy to find the car hire shop when we returned the car a week later.

We had a wonderful time in Ireland where we stayed in a small cottage on the west side. In the cities, we did plenty of walking and enjoyed being in the wonderful countryside. Considering the time of year, we were really lucky with the weather and only had half a day of rain. Even my big brother started to smile by the end of our time there.

The ferry back home left at 3 p.m. on the Saturday. I helped my dad do the maths. Two hours back to Dublin, half an hour to find the car hire place and half an hour to get a taxi to the port. Three hours in total. We gave ourselves an extra half hour and left the cottage at 11.30 a.m. 

Getting to Dublin was easy. But there was a problem waiting for us. Ireland were playing Wales at rugby that afternoon. The closer we got to the stadium, the more crowded the roads got with fans going to the game. We finally got the car back at 2.30 p.m. We made it to the port ten minutes before the ferry left. Luckily they let us on, but it was very stressful. Next time I think Dad needs to plan a little more carefully.


VOCABULARY: *hire car – Mietauto



	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	Jan’s family live close to a ferry port.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	Jan can be in Ireland from his home in less than two hours.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	Jan’s brother was looking forward to the holiday in Ireland.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	4
	Jan’s dad hired a car at the port.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	5
	The family went to Ireland for five days.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	6
	The family did a lot of sightseeing.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	7
	They were expecting more rain than they got.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	8
	Their cottage was two hours from Dublin by car.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	9
	The roads in Dublin were busier than they had imagined.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	10
	Jan’s family almost missed the ferry home.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



	20
	Read Jan’s story. Then do the tasks below.



First time in Ireland

Last February my family visited Ireland for the very first time. We live on a Welsh island called Anglesey, which is just across the Irish sea. There’s a port near our house which has about five ferries a day to Ireland. It only takes two hours on the fast ferry to arrive in Dublin. I’ve lived on Anglesey all my life, which is 13 years. I can’t believe this was my first trip to Ireland! My older brother wasn’t so excited. He says he only likes holidays in foreign countries. I tried to explain that Ireland is a foreign country, but he wouldn’t listen. “It’s just the same as the UK,” he said. “Boring.”

When we arrived at Dublin ferry port, we took a taxi to pick up a hire car in the centre of the city. The car hire shop was right next to the national rugby stadium. My dad loves rugby so he was very excited to see the stadium. He also thought it would be easy to find the car hire shop when we returned the car a week later.

We had a wonderful time in Ireland, where we stayed in a small cottage on the west side. We did plenty of walking and enjoyed the wonderful countryside. Considering the time of the year, we were really lucky with the weather and only had half a day of rain. Even my big brother started to smile by the end of our time there.

The ferry back home left at 3 p.m. on the Saturday. I helped my dad do the maths. Two hours back to Dublin, half an hour to find the car hire place and half an hour to get a taxi to the port. Three hours in total. We gave ourselves an extra half hour and left the cottage at 11.30 a.m. 

Getting to Dublin was easy. But there was a problem. Ireland were playing Wales at rugby that afternoon. As we got closer to the stadium, the roads got more and more crowded with fans. We finally got the car back at 2.30 p.m. We arrived at the port ten minutes before the ferry left. Luckily they let us on, but it was very stressful. Next time I think Dad needs to plan a little more carefully.

What does the text say? Circle the correct word.

	1
	Jan lives about two hours away from a ferry terminal / Ireland.

	2
	Jan’s brother was not interested in / looking forward to the holiday.

	3
	Dublin is in a different country / part of the UK.



Answer the questions.

	4
	How did they get into the city from Dublin ferry port? By taxi. / They took a taxi.

	5
	What was Jan’s dad pleased to discover? The (national) rugby stadium. / The car hire shop was close to the stadium. / How easy it was to find the car hire shop.

	6
	How long was their holiday? A week. / One week.



Choose the correct option.

	7
	Who changed his mind about the holiday?
[image: ] Jan’s dad
[image: ] Jan’s brother
[image: ] Jan

	8
	What time did they arrive at the ferry port?
[image: ] 2.50
[image: ] 3.00
[image: ] 2.30

	9
	Why was the return journey stressful?
[image: ] It took too long.
[image: ] They missed the ferry.
[image: ] They couldn’t find the car hire place.



	21
	Read Paul’s story and match the sentence halves. There are two extra endings.



The New York Marathon

Last November my dad and I decided to run the New York marathon. Now you might not know, but it is the biggest marathon in the world. It’s taken very seriously by the runners and many of the world’s top athletes enter each year. It’s a beautiful course that takes you through the five boroughs of New York, meaning you basically see all of the city. It starts on Staten Island and finishes 42.2 kilometres further on in Central Park. Lots of people run for charity, but if you want to take part as a serious runner, you need to prove that you can run the qualifying time* of two hours and fifty-three minutes. I had no problem because my best time is two hours forty minutes. However, my dad, who’s 48, wasn’t fast enough, so they wouldn’t let him do it. He was really upset and I had to do the race on my own. 

It was amazing. There were more than 50,000 runners from all over the world. When the gun went off there was a loud cheer and we all started to run forward. You soon get to the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge, which is normally only open for traffic. On race day it’s closed to cars and within minutes the bridge is covered by runners. It’s an amazing sight. But it’s difficult because there are so many people you’re trying to get past. Eventually it got less crowded and I could start running seriously. After the bridge, we ran through Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Harlem, down Fifth Avenue and into Central Park. All along the route there were thousands of people cheering you on and clapping. It really helped me go quickly. I ran my fastest and I got there ten minutes quicker than my best time. I was so happy. After the race I went for a meal with my dad. We went to an expensive Italian restaurant in Brooklyn for a treat and I ate a huge bowl of pasta, as I was starving. I couldn’t stop talking about the race. Dad was really happy for me, but he’s determined to run it next year. He says he’s going to start training so he can get his time down and enter. I really hope he does. It would be great to run with him. Well, for the first kilometre at least, then I’d have to leave him behind.


VOCABULARY: *qualifying time – Qualifikationszeit



	1
	Paul and his dad wanted
	[image: ]
	to take part in a sporting event this year.

	2
	Many people do this
	[image: ]
	to raise money for good causes.

	3
	Paul was allowed to run
	[image: ]
	because his time was fast enough.

	4
	Paul’s dad was disappointed
	[image: ]
	because his time was too slow.

	5
	Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge was closed to cars
	[image: ]
	for the time of the race.

	6
	Paul found it difficult to run over the bridge
	[image: ]
	because there were too many people.

	7
	There were thousands of people on the streets
	[image: ]
	to cheer the runners on.

	8
	At the end of the race, Paul was happy
	[image: ]
	because he ran a new fastest time.

	9
	Paul and his dad went to a restaurant
	[image: ]
	to celebrate.

	10
	Paul’s dad is going to start training
	[image: ]
	because he wants to run next year.

	
	
	[image: ]
	to do some sightseeing.

	
	
	[image: ]
	because he hurt his leg.
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	Read the story and put the events in order.



The curious case of the hanging body

It was one of the strangest crime scenes the inspector had ever seen. The reason for the death wasn’t the problem. That was easy. The body had been found hanging from the ceiling* in the middle of the room. The mystery was how it had got there because apart from the body the room was completely empty. Well, not completely empty. The first thing they saw when they opened the door, was the body. When they walked into the room, they noticed a large puddle of water underneath the body. It was because of the water that they had found the body. A few hours earlier, Mr Thomas, who lived in the flat below, had noticed water dripping from his ceiling. He had gone upstairs to knock on the door and when no one answered, he’d called the building supervisor*, who went up with Mr Thomas to knock on the door again. Still there was no answer. The building supervisor had keys to all the flats in the building. He found the key for 405 and tried to unlock the door. No luck. The door was locked from the inside and the key was in the lock. Someone was still inside. That’s when they called the police. 

The inspector arrived with two men. They also tried knocking and after five minutes with no answer the inspector ordered his men to break down the door. 

The inspector’s first thought was suicide. But how? There was no way the poor man could have climbed up the roof to tie the rope. It was far too high. And as previously mentioned, the room was empty. There was no chair or table to climb onto. That’s when the inspector started to consider the possibility of murder. Perhaps someone had entered the room, used a ladder to tie the rope, hung up the man and then left taking the ladder with him. But there was one big problem with that idea. How had the man locked the room behind him? 

The answer came to him while he was drinking a glass of whiskey later that evening. He was thinking about the mystery as he watched the ice melt in the glass. Ice. That was the answer. The man had bought a huge block of ice. He had climbed on it to tie up the rope. Then he had stood on the ice, his neck in the rope and waited for the ice to melt. And that explained the large pool of water on the floor.


VOCABULARY: *ceiling – Decke; building supervisor – Hausmeister/in



	[image: ]
	They see the body hanging from the ceiling.

	[image: ]
	The inspector solves the mystery.

	[image: ]
	Mr Thomas discovers there is a problem with the flat above him.

	[image: ]
	Mr Thomas goes to see the building supervisor.

	[image: ]
	Three policemen arrive at the flat.

	[image: ]
	The inspector pours himself a drink.

	[image: ]
	The building supervisor tries to open the door to the flat.

	[image: ]
	The inspector thinks about the possibility of murder.

	[image: ]
	The door to the flat is opened.

	[image: ]
	They find water on the floor.

	[image: ]
	The inspector suspects the man killed himself.



	23
	Read the short texts and put an X in the correct boxes. Sometimes X can be used for more than one person.



What next?

I’m not sure exactly what I want to do, but it’ll probably be something in the travel industry because I want to get away from the UK as soon as I finish school and see the world for a few years before I settle down. Whatever I end up doing, I don’t expect the salary will be great, but that doesn’t really bother me. As long as it’s enough to feed and clothe me and afford me somewhere to live while I travel, I’ll be happy. I think I get the desire to travel from my parents. My mum was a flight attendant when she was younger and my dad taught English in several different countries. They both talk a lot about those days and refer to them as the best days of their lives.
Kate


My mum and dad are both doctors and I’m pretty sure that’s what I’ll do too. I’m quite happy about that decision as I think it’s a wonderful profession. Both my parents tell me that there is no better feeling than helping people get better and I can believe that is true. I love science at school and I’m pretty good at it, which is lucky because I’ll need good results if I want to get into medical school. The best ones are very competitive. Many of my friends want to do a bit of travelling between school and university, but that doesn’t really interest me. I want to get on with my studies straight away and hopefully I’ll be a doctor before I’m 25.
Liam 


I’m not sure what I want to do when I’m older, but I know I want a job with a good salary. My family don’t have a lot of money – my dad’s a teacher and my mum doesn’t work. Although I’ve had a pretty happy childhood, I would like to be able to buy nicer things for my family. Job satisfaction will, of course, be important – but there are so many interesting jobs these days that I’m sure I’ll find something that I enjoy. I like the idea of travelling, too, and that’s why I’m doing Spanish and Chinese at school. I think I’ll probably do one of those at university, too, along with business studies. I guess that could be a degree that will get me a well-paid job when I finish.
Ollie

	This person ...
	Kate
	Liam
	Ollie

	1 wants to continue studying after school.
	
	X
	X

	2 knows exactly what they want to do.
	
	X
	

	3 wants to do the same job his/her parents did.
	
	X
	

	4 doesn’t expect to earn loads of money.
	X
	
	

	5 wants a job that pays well.
	
	
	X

	6 wants to spend some time abroad.
	X
	
	X
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	Read the text. Then do the tasks below.



The New York Marathon

Last November my dad and I decided to run the New York marathon. It is the biggest marathon in the world.

It’s a beautiful course that takes you through the five boroughs of New York, meaning you basically see all of the city. It starts on Staten Island and finishes 42.2 kilometres further on in Central Park. 

Lots of people run for charity but if you want to take part as a serious runner you need to prove that you can run the qualifying time* of two hours and fifty-three minutes. I had no problem because my best time is two hours forty minutes. However, my dad, who’s 48, wasn’t fast enough, so he couldn’t run. He was really upset and I had to run on my own. It was amazing. There were more than 50,000 runners from all over the world. Soon after the start you get to the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge which is normally only open for traffic. On race day it is closed to cars and within minutes the bridge is covered by runners. It looks fantastic. But it’s difficult because there are so many people. The other runners often get in your way. After the bridge we ran through Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Harlem, down Fifth Avenue and into Central Park. 

All along the route there were thousands of people cheering and clapping you on. It really helped me go quickly. I ran my fastest and I got there ten minutes quicker than my best time. I was so happy. 

After the race I went for a meal with my dad. We went to an expensive Italian restaurant in Brooklyn for a treat and I ate a huge bowl of pasta. I was so hungry. I couldn’t stop talking about the marathon. Dad was really happy for me. He wants to try running it next year again. He says he’s going to start training next week so he can get his time down. I really hope he does. It would be great to run with him. Well, for the first kilometre at least, then I’d have to leave him behind.


VOCABULARY: *qualifying time – Qualifikationszeit

Complete the sentences.

	1
	The writer wanted to run the race with his dad / lots of other people.

	2
	The New York marathon is bigger than / much bigger than
all other marathons in the world.

	3
	The course goes from Staten Island to Central Park.



Tick T (True) or F (False).

	
	
	T
	
	F

	4
	You can only do the marathon if your best time is two hours and 53 minutes or lower.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	5
	On the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge runners need to be careful of traffic.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	6
	The people on the side of the road got in the writer’s way.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Answer the questions.

	7
	How did the writer celebrate his marathon?
He went to an Italian restaurant with his dad. / He went out with his dad. / He went for dinner with his dad. / He had dinner with his dad. / He went to an expensive restaurant. / He had a huge bowl of pasta.

	8
	What are his dad’s plans for next year?
He wants to enter the marathon. / He wants to take part in the marathon. / He wants to run the marathon. / He is going to train to get his time down.

	9
	How does the writer feel about his dad’s plans?
He likes them. / He agrees. / He thinks it’s a good idea. / He thinks it would be great to run with his dad. / He really hopes his dad will do it.



	25
	Read the webpage and decide if the sentences are T (True) or F (False).



Dublin city tours

The best way to see the city. There’s something for everyone. For more details about each tour and to book, visit www.dublincitytours.ie.

All tours run daily unless otherwise stated. No tours on Dec 25th and Jan 1st.


* Discounts available for group bookings for ten or more people.
** Includes a welcome drink.
*** Doesn’t run from Dec 1st to Feb 28th.

	
	
	T
	
	F

	1
	Half-day city tours run twice a day.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	2
	Two tours before 5 p.m. are done on foot.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	3
	The Haunted Dublin tour doesn’t run during winter.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	4
	The full-day city tour lasts twice as long as the half-day city tour.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]

	5
	The Traditional Irish Music tour includes all drinks.
	[image: ]
	
	[image: ]



Now search the webpage for the following information and complete the sentences.

	6
	Only one tour starts from Park Avenue.

	7
	All tours are cheaper for groups of ten or more people / groups.
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