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The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages advocates a “plurilingual approach” to language education, defining plurilingualism as “a communicative competence to which all knowledge and experience of language contributes and in which languages interrelate and interact”. One of the defining characteristics of plurilinguals is that they can use their various languages autonomously in their life outside the classroom, which implies a close connection between the plurilingual approach and language learner autonomy. My presentation will explore this connection with particular reference to agency, identity and the importance of engaging learners in target language use that takes them beyond the immediate context of learning. It will conclude by briefly considering the implications of the argument for curriculum and course design.
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