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In the

== Kids who read... succeed.

Studies have shown that...

Students who read a lot do better in tests
ot writing, spelling, vocabulary, grammar
and reading comprehension.

Students who read more do better in the
TOEFL test.

Students who read more have more
“cultural literacy”, more practical
knowledge and suffer less from writer’s

block.

Reading fiction can strengthen your social
ties and even change your personality.

Stephen I)».“I—iashen, Free Voluntary Reading, libraries Unlimited, Santa Barbara, 2011
Oatley,Keith, “In the Minds of Others” Scientific American (Brain), 11, 2011, p. 62 ff.




@ ...more interesting

findings

- * Rewards, reading tests and book * Case studies show that comics can -
reports are counterproductive serve as a conduit to “heavier” reading.
* Prize-winning books are not ° One “home run book™ can create a
particularly popular among children SRR

* Book displays influence reading

* Peers influence reading

Stephen D. Krashen, Free Voluntary Reading, Libraries Unlimited, Santa Barbara, 2011




Why does reading work ? Two answers

Krashen’s Hypotheses

* "The best methods are therefore those
that supply "comprehensible
input’ in low anxiety situations,
containing messages that

students really want to hear.

comes from supplying commmunicative

production.” Stephen Krashen

Answers from the Neurosciences

Stories on the Mind

The brain responds to fiction as if a reader were feeling

or acting just as the character is in the story. Scientists
correlated passages displayed in a functional MRI scanner
with brain activity. The prefrontal cortex, an area behind
the forehead concerned with goal-setting, reacted when

B Character

As soon as

Mrs. Logan

made a check

mark on

his paper,

Raymond hur-

ried back to

his desk.
“ Goal
Raymond M Object
crumpled the Raymond picked
Dapet, Som: up his English
ingly wﬁhout workbook ...
any anxiety.

a character initiated a new goal. The temporal cortex, at
the brain’s sides, responded to character switches and
goal-directed actions. Other parts reacted to allusions to
time, or to changes in a character’s spatial location or
dealings with objects, in keeping with their regular roles.

Multiple
Aspects
Responds to
various fea-
tures of the
storyline.

B Time
He walked
briskly.

Space
... and returned
to the teacher’s
desk.

Oatley,Keith, “In the Minds of Others” Scientific Americen (Brai

T S

n), 11, 2011, p. 62 ff.




Why does extensive reading work?
Answers from the neurosciences




Why use a blog?

* In our blog students are free to choose the books they want to read

- * The blog creates a sharing community: we all read and we find reading cool.

* FIP: Format — Imagination — Pride

* The blog combines multiple literacies (reading, writing, using pictures, digital literacy
and speaking) in creative ways.

* Learners are proud of their contributions and want them to be seen by others. Effort
and motivation rise.




Examples of my learners’ book trailers




...more examples

DIVERGENT

Book Information
Factions

The Test
Beatrice Prior
Critique

Dora-Birgit-Anna




Good readers are good writers

Halloween Stories

L ife and Death
of
Benjamin

Broke:n Wj‘ngs

wasakiMily & Sarah

SCREENCAST(®)MATIC



http://screencast.com/t/foKnaq0W8

Wihat you need. ..

Webcam Free screen-recording software

* or youtube recording

* A cheap webcam (15€) or a
laptop

Www.ee.at

.readiniscool



http://www.eyejot.com/
http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/
https://www.techsmith.com/jing.html
http://www.epep.at/
http://www.readingiscool/

The next steps. ..

* Present the blog to more
. teachers

* Invite teachers to
participate with their
classes

* Organize workshops for e
teachers to try out the tools READING IS COOL

If you are looking for the best books for the summer, visit our blog at:

www.readingiscool.xyz




Thank you for your attention

Find further ideas on my homepage:

Do you have any questions?
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