Reading is Fun 
Building language competence through extensive reading
Dr. Elisabeth Pölzleitner

abstract
Research shows that „kids who read succeed”. Reading does not only improve the students’ reading skills. Readers are better writers, they do better in standardized tests (reading, listening, language in use), they show higher intercultural awareness and even their social skills can improve through reading. 
In this seminar we are going to look at ways to encourage students to read books as early and as often as possible. We are going to look at creative reading projects for different ages, reading diaries, new ideas for book presentations and suitable literature for different age groups
Objective: The participants will get to know a variety of hands-on methods that encourage learners to read in the foreign language. 
short bio
Elisabeth Pölzleitner has taught English at secondary schools in Austria for over 30 years. She is also teaching a variety of methodology classes at Graz University and at the University College of Teacher Education Styria. Her main interests lie in brain-friendly language teaching to build life-long competences, programs for encouraging reading in the foreign language and teaching communicative grammar.
program overview
	Day 1: 
Time Austria
	Day 1: March 9th
Time in Guatemala
	Topics

	15:00-16:30
	8:00-9:30
	· Intro:
· Kids who read succeed: a short overview of the research on reading
· Improving reading strategies
· Early starts for beginners

	16:30 – 17:00
	9:30- 10:00 coffee break
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	17:00- 18:30
	10:00 – 11:30
	· Reading diaries for all ages

	Day 2
	Day 2: March 10th
	

	15:00-16:30
	8:00-9:30
	· Reading projects for intermediate learners

	16:30 – 17:00
	9:30- 10:00 coffee break
	[image: ]

	17:00- 18:30
	10:00 – 11:30
	· Exploring more projects for different age-groups.
· Working with discussion prompt cards
· Wetting the learner’s appetite: creative book-choosing activities

	Day 3
	Day 3: March 11th
	

	15:00-16:30
	8:00-9:30
	· Creative booklets for all ages

	16:30 – 17:00
	9:30- 10:00 coffee break
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	17:00- 18:30
	10:00 – 11:30
	· Creative book presentations – in class and online
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