RECEPTIVE SKILLS: READING AND LISTENING

I. READING

1. Purpose Of Reading:


A. Pupil's Purpose:

1. Fun - interest






2. Information -usefulness


B. Teacher's purpose:
1. Practice in reading comprehension strategies






2. Getting to know a topic or text






3. Exposure to language (vocabulary, grammar, 







etc.)






4. Testing comprehension or language


NOTE: Decide on your purpose before you begin.

2. How do we read?

a) Skimming: quickly running one's eyes over a text to get the gist of it.

b) Scanning: quickly going through a text to find a particular piece of information.

c) Extensive reading:
reading longer texts, usually for one's own pleasure. This is a fluency activity, mainly involving global understanding

d) Intensive reading:
reading shorter texts, to extract specific information. This is more and accuracy activity involving reading for detail.

NOTE:
The different ways of reading are not mutually exclusive.


Example: One often skims through a passage to see what it is about before deciding whether it is worth scanning a particular paragraph for the information one is looking for.
==> Real life: reading purposes vary constantly. Therefore, exercise types should also vary according to the text studied and the purpose in reading it. E.g. Highly artificial to work on a page of classified ads and propose exercises that require detailed reading of every single advertisement

.

3. You don't  have to know every single word in a text.


Task:


1.
Read the text and try to understand the general meaning of the story. (All the words in italics are nonsense words.)



A country girl was walking along the snerd with a roggle of milk on her head. She began saying to herself, 'The money for which I will sell this milk will make me enough money to increase my trund of eggs to three hundred. These eggs will produce the same number of chickens, and I will be able to sell the chickens for a large wunk of money. Before long, I will have enough money to live a rich and fallentious life. All the young men will want to marry me. But I will refuse them all with a ribble of the head - like this . . .'



And as she ribbled her head, the roggle fell to the ground and all the milk ran in a white stream along the snerd, carrying her plans with it.


2.
Now look at the nonsense words again. Can you guess what they might mean?

This means that you don't have to teach every single unknown word in a text! It is usually not necessary to go through a text sentence by sentence and translate it.

4. Classroom procedures:
Important:
Reading is a silent activity --- encourage silent reading though sometimes the teacher will need to read parts of the text aloud.

Students should not read aloud. This is an extremely difficult exercise (difficult to concentrate on meaning!) Furthermore, the eyes of efficient readers do not follow each word of a text one after the other (cf. studies of eye movement)

5. Constructing reading comprehension exercises.

Prereading

Purpose:
1. Creating a reason to read (awaken interest/expectations) or give some idea of the content before the students see the text.




2. Prepare difficult vocabulary before students see the text.

Reading



1. Start with global understanding and move towards detailed understanding.




2. Don't ask too many questions - don't "kill" the text.


3. If possible, design a follow-up activity. Don't separate reading comprehension 
from the other skills. A following oral or written activity will give the reading text 
a purpose. 

Task: Consider these three approaches and discuss how well each approach involves the class and encourages students to think.

	Teacher A:
	Teacher B:
	Teacher C:

	My students sat in groups to answer the questions. Then we went through the answers together.
	I asked my students to write the answers to the questions. Then we went through the answers together.
	I asked the questions round the class, and got different students to answer.


Improving reading speed

Slow readers: easily get discouraged; tend to stumble on unfamiliar words; fail to grasp the general meaning of a passage.

Help: 
speed reading activities with very global tasks ==> concentration on the gist; no time to think about unknown words. 



Important: time limit

Reading Activities

Pre-reading Activities

 Pictures: 
Show a picture related to the text. Students guess what the text


might be about. 

 Learners create their own questions: Give out topic. Students 
write down 


questions about this topic. Then, they try to find answers to their 


questions in the text. 

 Titles, Headlines: 
Give title. Have students guess what the text might be about. 

 Select 4-5 words: 
Write these words on board. Ask students for associated words. 


What might the text be about? 

 "Needle in a Hay Stack", "Treasure Hunt": Involves skimming and scanning and 


encourages intra-group cooperation and inter-group competition. 


Prepare worksheet with 5 - 10 questions. Ss work in groups, group 


who finishes first wins. Useful exercise for ELT Magazines...

 Fast Reading: 
Basically skimming, give Ss 30 seconds to "read" text, collect inf. on


board. Give them 2 - 3 minutes to read the text again (1 A4 page),


collect inf. on board. Ask Ss to write a 50 word summary of the text 


(in groups). Only then allow them to read the text slowly!

Reading Tasks and Activities

 Matching:
 text and picture


 definitions and their headwords


 articles with headlines


 questions and answers (of a dialog)


 letters and answer-letters

 Ordering a sequence of pictures (or instructions) e.g: pictures of a technical 


process described in the text or ordering jumbled instructions

 
by comparing them with a sequence of pictures.              

 Picture corrections: 
Separate the picture and the text. Change the text so that it 


represents things slightly different from the picture. 
 Jigsaw reading :
Involves exchange of information, purpose of bridging information 


gap is often to complete a task. Suitable materials: extracts from 


the same text or 3 - 4 short texts on related topics or different 


aspects of the same topic.

 Tick the correct box (multiple choice answers)

 Draw a picture/floor plan of a house/assembly of technical parts etc.

 Fill in a chart/table/worksheet

 Label a diagram

 Answer questions

 Take notes

II. LISTENING
1. In the following points listening is similar to reading:

A. Purpose:
1. Fun - interest (often "casual listening", e.g. radio)




2. Information: focussed listening: listening in class is usually of this kind.

B. Types of task:



very similar to reading tasks (see READING, p. 4).



Examples for demonstration:
a) Draw a picture








b) Order a sequence of pictures (see Example 6)








      and Example 11.

2. Listening as a specific skill:

Listening is different from reading in some ways:

A. Listening is a "real-time" skill

1. The "text" is usually heard only once.

2. Nor everything is - or needs to be understood. Concentration on points we consider important. We have a purpose in mind. In classroom: task.

B. Listening comprehension exercises must be adapted to this.

Cf. listener usually has a purpose in mind ==> easier to give students a task before they start listening to focus their attention.

If we just ask the class to "listen" and give the task afterwards ==> very difficult.

3. Some special exercise types for listening:

a) Impression of people: personality, politeness, etc.

b) Context: guess where/who they are (see "Describing the world around you", 2.1)

c) Predicting: guess what they will say next (see "Machines and their parts", 2.1)

d) Communicative tasks: e.g. taking a telephone message

e) "Jigsaw Listening", Problem Solving: Example 12

EXAMPLE 1: ORDERING PICTURES 

Match the instructions and the pictures.

Replacing a Pane

1. Remove the broken pane, waring gloves and taking great care.

2. Scrape away the old putty with a hammer and a suitable tool.

3. Take out any window pins left in the frame

4. Brush off all dust and clean remaining putty from the frame.

5. The horizontal, vertical and diagonal measurements.

6. Carefully ease the new pane into position, waring gloves.

7. Fix the pane in place with panel pins.

8. Work the putty into place with the thumb pushing firmly.

9. With the putty knife or sharp blade, angle the putty as shown.

10. When the putty is dry, paint the putty and the frame.

EXAMPLE 2

EXAMPLE 3

EXAMPLE 4

EXAMPLE 5

EXAMPLE 6

EXAMPLE 7

EXAMPLE 8

EXAMPLE 9

EXAMPLE 10

EXAMPLE 11

EXAMPLE 12

Work in groups. Do one of these activities before you read the text.

A.

	You are going to read a text about the earthquake in the picture. What would you like to know about the earthquake? Write down at least five questions, which you hope the text will answer.




B.

	You are going to read a text about the earthquake in the picture. Try to imagine what the text will tell you about:

  buildings

  boats

  people

  hills around the city

  trains

  the land and the sea




C.

	You are going to read a text about the earthquake in the picture. Here are some words and phrases from the text. Can you guess how they are used in the text?

   the sea-bed      the Richter scale      a huge wave

   tremors      massive shocks      having a bath

   Tokyo and Yokohama




Now read the text.

	At two minutes to noon on 1 September 1923, the great clock in Tokyo stopped. Tokyo Bay shook as if a huge rug had been pulled from under it. Towering above the bay, the 4,000 metre Mount Fuji stood above a deep trench in the sea. It was from this trench that the earthquake came, at a magnitude of 8.3 on the Richter scale.

The sea drew back for a few moments. Then, a huge wave swept over the city. Boats were carried inland, and buildings and people were dragged out to sea. The tremors dislodged part of a hillside, which gave way, brushing trains, stations and bodies into the water below. Large sections of the sea-bed sank 400 metres; the land rose by 250 metres in some places and sank in others. Three massive shocks wrecked the cities of Tokyo and Yokohama and, during the next six hours, there were 171 aftershocks.

The casualties were enormous, but there were also some lucky survivors. The most remarkable was a woman who was having a bath in her room at the Tokyo Grand Hotel. As the hotel collapsed, she and her bath gracefully descended to the street, leaving both her and the bathwater intact.




(from Earthquakes and Volcanoes:  S. Steel)
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