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Reading is fun!!!

Make reading an everyday topic. Reading is fun. Reading is cool. WE all read.

Read stories in relaxed atmosphere. Read stories as a special treat after hard work.
Create a class library: Good bookshops are:

http://www.Amazon.de

Wolfgang Steinhauser's bookshop http://www.thebookshop.at

English Bookshop, Graz enquiry@english-bookshop.com

The Austrian bookshop homepages are not exciting; e-mail them if you need help or
recommendations...)

Start reading whole books (picture books, stage 1 readers) as early as possible.

Use reading logs and reading diaries to keep track of Ss reading.

Give credit to book reports and reading

Invite students to present books regularly, reserve space for book recommendations on
pin-board.

Create reading circles to discuss books.

Use books for active vocabulary expansion.

You don't have to know every single word in a text.

Task:

1. Read the text and try to understand the general meaning of the story. (All the words in italics
are nonsense words.)

A country girl was walking along the snerd with a roggle of milk on her head. She began
saying to herself, 'The money for which I will sell this milk will make me enough money to
increase my frund of eggs to three hundred. These eggs will produce the same number of
chickens, and I will be able to sell the chickens for a large wunk of money. Before long, I will
have enough money to live a rich and fallentious life. All the young men will want to marry
me. But I will refuse them all with a ribble of the head - like this . . .

And as she ribbled her head, the roggle fell to the ground and all the milk ran in a white
stream along the snerd, carrying her plans with it.

Now look at the nonsense words again. Can you guess what they might mean?
Would you feel comfortable to read a text with as many unknown words?

The 5 Finger Rule: Students read the first and second page of a book and use their fingers to
count the number of unknown words that they cannot easily guess from the context. If the
number exceeds 5 unknown words per page, the text is probably too difficult for joyful
reading.

Improving students’ confidence:
Encourage “top-down” reading skills rather than focusing on every unknown word:
Fast reading activities help students gain confidence and focus on content and gist.

Fast Reading: Basically skimming, give Ss 30 seconds to "read" text, collect info on board.
Give them 2 - 3 minutes to read the text again (1 page), collect inf. on board. Ask Ss to write a
50 word summary of the text (in groups). Only then allow them to read the text slowly!

Try out fast-reading with the text on the next page.
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SWBS: The Plot Chart

What happens in a story from the beginning until the ending
is called the plot. In every story there is SOMEBODY who
WANTED something. BUT something got in the way, SO the
character had to solve the problem.

- - To finish the Plot Chart, think about your story and ask
yourself the questions below. Then write your answers on the
¢hart.

- 1.-Who is the SOMEBODY in my story?
2. This character WANTED something. What was it?

3. BUT something prevented the character from getting what
he or she wanted. What was it?

4. SO the character solved the problem toget what he or she
wanted. How did the character solve the problem?

_ﬁobk'-ﬁﬂe Author

Nl et

A

SOMEBODY ' .

7/}

DRl S R e e

Posting Posteards ’
Creating a postcard is 2 way of telling a mini-story. The message

is like the plot of the story, and the picture shows the setting.
After you have read your book, follow these directions to create a

postcard.
— - ——
- . & N
, o = o @ §u5 = ¢ 5
.L‘\,l,“"‘,.\\ = & .2

1. Pretend you are one of the characters from your book,
and decide what picture you will draw on the front of |
your posteard. This picture should show a place from your

book.
y 2. On the back of the card on the upper left-hand side, AR
. W tell a little about your picture. 2
P 3. On the back of the card on the lower left-hand side, S A
6 write a message as if you are the character in your book. "
i1, \ B
& "4. Write an address on the right-hand side of the back of ] 23

the card. ) ) 1
5. Draw a stamp in the space where the stamp should go.
6. Cut the posteard out along the lines, Fold the postcard

e
! "W\|" in haif and tape or glue the sides together. 2 e
- : .
] ‘ \)‘ﬁ)\ﬂ i w‘_;‘ p . __J

pr LS

e o

- 8 e I3
Author.

Book title :?-'-
Front of pactesnd: Draw piciurs

sy

Back of postcard

Name __ :

Prohlems a‘nd"-Snlu"ti_dns

B

Every story has a problem, no matter how small, and a way of
taking care of, or solving, the problem. How the problem is taken
care of is called the solution,

Think about the story in your book and follow the directions.

Book title Author

6

&
S T

HHD

- - 1. Reli the main problem in your story.

problem. (These things are called solutions)

3. Tl how the problem was finally solved.

5. Would your solution to the problem have changed the story
any way? Explain.

'I'l'l‘|'l'l'|'|'|'|'|'|!|'|'|‘|‘|'l'u'u'l'l'u'l'l‘|‘|‘|'|'|"':,'

e

‘l

2. Tell the different things the characters did to try to solve the

4. Think of a different way yoii might have solved the problem.

in

AR R P O AR @

o,

»7. - -
l'l'l'l'l'I'I‘l‘l'l'|'|'l‘l'l'l'!'l'l'l'l'l‘l'u'l

7 »
O

54

Name _

[t’s in the Mail: Letters That
Tell All

B

1. Write a friendly letter.

2. Cut along the edges,

3. Fold the faps into the center, Tape to close.

4. Tum the letter over and address the outside of the eavelope.

Draw 2 stamp where it belongs.
=TT - ~
/
! i Date
1 \
Sal 100 / \ BOdy
______ M [

,I_ ' T
I
| |
I . |
| ’ |
| !
I |
] I
| 1
N l
I” i
! |

L
______ —_—

Tt
i — I~ Signature
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Select Twelve uocabu{argt jphrases

from your reading. Record “iflem in Two

columns. Now form six pairs of words and
- form some conneclion wﬁﬁ each separate pair.
“Tell how they
the same serntence, make up a new definition
for the pair as used fogether , or create your
own pairing activit
SINONS T N

are alike, or different, vse both in 11

s
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5

: %‘?‘;‘\g?rm;-——m;;:::,i\.‘:\‘} R

3

Wﬁ'ﬂ)’-’.tw”ﬂ

B

C

Select ten words from this
section’s reading. Choose a
starting box and record one of
the words. Relate that word to
another on your list and join the
two recording your selected
word and the relationship.
Continue around the clrcle.

Do some require a “force™
fit? Good! You'll really have to

WI\T { ANOV&? 417’100661. gy }un{ne S‘?OLOS ,ﬁo/M{A(

av v,

8 enne.. WORD SEARCH

-
-

-

" Locdle words or phroses thdl oppeal fothe senses,.

(9.

Record below. Conyou find all § senses ?
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Effective readers connect with, reflect on, and challenge the text. On your way to becoming
such an effective reader use your response journal to try out some of the following tips and
techniques.

Read slowly and carefully. Try to imagine the scenes as vividly as possible and try to see life

through the main characters' eyes. After reading sit back and think about it for a while, then

write a personal response.

¢ Decide how much time you want to commit and stick with it (10 — 15 minutes!)

e Write quickly, without worrying about spelling, punctuation, grammar.... Do not pause to
think, just keep writing.

* As you write, follow your thoughts and ideas, do not worry about good organization and
coherence. Just let your ideas flow. '

Consider some of the following questions:

* Do you enjoy reading this novel or story? Why? Why not? What emotions does the book
invoke: laughter, tears, smiles, anger? Record some of your reactions.

* Does the book or its characters remind you of any real life situations or people you know?

e Are the characters interesting and believable? Who is your favorite character? Why is
he/she special to you? Is there a character you don't like at all? Why don't you like him/her?
Would you like to be one of the characters (acquire a personality trait)? Which of the
characters would you become, if you could? Why?

e What are your favorite lines/quotes? Copy them into your reading diary and explain why
these passages caught your attention.

¢ Which are your favorite scenes in this novel? Explain why you enjoyed them.

Make predictions: What do you think is going to happen next?

e Is the author able to hold your interest throughout the entire novel?. How did he or she
manage to do this? Or are you bored at times? What exactly makes the chapter/scene
boring?

© Is there an idea in the book that makes you stop and think, or prompts questions? Identify
the idea and explain your responses.

* Does the book leave you with questions you would like to ask? What are they? Would you
like to direct your questions at a particular character? What questions would you like to ask
the author of the book?

® Are you confused about what happened (or didn’t happen) in the book? What events or

characters do you not understand? Does the use of language in the book confuse you?

What changes, if any, would you have made in this novel?

Are there any symbols, symbolic acts or names in the novel?

Think of the main themes of the novel? What might the author be saying?

Who else should read this book. Should anyone not be encouraged to read this book? Why?

Would you like to read more books by this author? Have you already read other books by

the author?
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Tips for my first reading diary

For each book that you have read enter the following information:

Author:

Title of the book:

Your rating: (Tell us how you liked the book, give 1-5 stars for example)
A short summary: Briefly sum up what happens in the story.

Personal Comment:

My favorite character is ..... because...

1 like the way ..... because...

I don’t like the way ..... because...

I wonder why ...

1 like/don’t like the ending, because...

Finding Feelings: Write 5 sentences.
How do the main characters feel in the book? Why?
How did the book make you feel? Why? (Choose from the faces below.)

Add a nice drawing if possible: Draw one item that plays an important role in the
book.

Feelings:




My Reading Log

40,

Name of
Author

Title of Book

Date

I liked the
book

number
of

pages

checked
by
teacher

Well done!

Go on reading. There are many more
interesting books!

10

Excellent!

You are a very good reader. You'll certainly
find more good books in our library!

11

12

13

14

15

Fantastic!

You are a real readoholic!!! You can be proud
of yourselfl!!

16

17

18

18

20

It's
unbelievable!!!

Your teacher's personal comment:
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Harlem
by Langston Hughes
What happens to a dream
deferred?
Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over--
like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

Harriet Beecher Stowe
By Dorothy Parker

The pure and worthy Mrs. Stowe
Is one we all are proud to know
As mother,

Thank God, I am content with less!

wife, and authoress-

Barbie Doll
By Marge Piercy

This girlchild was born as usual
and presented dolls that did pee—pee
and miniature GE stoves and irons

and wee lipsticks the color of cherry candy.

Then in the magic of puberty, a classmate said:

You have a great big nose and fat legs.
She was healthy, tested intelligent,
possessed strong arms and back,

abundant sexual drive and manual dexterity.

She went to and fro apologizing.
Everyone saw a fat nose on thick legs.
She was advised to play coy,

exhorted to come on hearty,

exercise, diet, smile and wheedle.

Her good nature wore out

like a fan belt.

So she cut off her nose and her legs
and offered them up.

In the casket displayed on satin she lay
with the undertaker's cosmetics painted on,
a turned—up putty nose,

dressed in a pink and white nightie.
Doesn't she look pretty? everyone said.
Consummation at last.

To every woman a happy ending.
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Year II Reading Project

1. Choosing a book:
Look at all the books in the selection. Read the blurb (back cover) and then read the first two or

three pages of each book. How many unknown words are there on each page? Can you guess
the meanings? What else do you notice about the book?
e What kind of book do you think this will be? Do you think it will be science fiction,
fantasy, realistic fiction, historical fiction, mystery, a crime story?
e What do you think the plot will be about? Make a one-sentence prediction for each
book.
e What kinds of characters do you expect to meet in each book?
e What will the settings be like?
Wirite your findings in the table on the next page.

Which of the books would you like to read? Award 1 — 3 stars &Wto the books,
depending how interesting they look. Mark the stars in the first column. Then decide which
book you would like to read. Write down your fist, second and third choices on a sheet of
paper and stick your paper up on the book poster under the title of your first choice. As far as
possible you will be given your first choice.

2. Getting ready for the book: Making predictions

While you wait for your chosen book to arrive imagine what might happen in your book. Write
down at least 10 sentences. Use the following expressions and the "will" future. Use your
reading diary for all the tasks.

I hope that......

I wonderif ...

I bet that... oowill L
I'm afraid that...

I (don't) think that...

3. The books have arrived!!! Let's start readin.

Get together with your friends who have chosen the same book (3-4 students). Read quietly
for 20 minutes. Read slowly and imagine the scenes and characters as vividly as possible. After
20 minutes meet to discuss your reading. Distribute the task cards in your group. Each of you is
responsible for a different task. Read your task card carefully, then guide your group through
the activity. Write all the questions and answers into your reading diary.

4. Homework:

Read chapters ..............ccooooeevveeeenen, DY e

Read slowly and carefully and mark any interesting passages in your text. Choose 3 phrases or
expressions that you would like to remember and write them on vocab. cards. Then write a five
minute entry (non-stop writing) into your reading diary.

NN N X N N Rp N N N N Xe N Np N Ne Se Np Np 2 Xp NG N Xp Ne X NP Ne Xp Xp Xp NP NP NP X Xp X N e X N N e X
DD (1R R D bR DA N PN RS I i e b e X N Dk S A BRGNP R s
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New

Book title and words Other comments about the book:

Kok |

Type of book:
Plot prediction:

Characters:

Settings:

Type of book:
Plot prediction:

Characters: |

Settings:

Type of book:
Plot prediction:

Characters:
Settings:

Type of book:
Plot prediction:

Characters:
Settings:

Type of book:
Plot prediction:

Characters:

Settings:

Type of book:
Plot prediction:

Characters:

Settings:

Type of book:
Plot prediction:
Characters:
Settings:
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Task 1: Language Police
English please!!!

In this activity you are responsible for
reminding your group to speak only English.
Whenever you catch somebody using German
show them this card.

Task 3: Character Detective

List all the characters that you have met so
far. What do you know about them? Who are
they? What is their role in the story? What
mood are they in? Do you like/dislike them?
Do you trust/mistrust them?

Task 2: New Expressions Expert

Ask each of your friends to find one new
phrase or expression that they would like to
remember. Highlight these phrases in your
book and write them on vocab. cards.

Task 4: Where and When?

Where and when does your story play? Find a
passage in your text where the setting (place
and time) is described. Highlight it and copy a
few important details into your reading diary.

Task 5: Asking questions

Ask each of your friends to write down one
question that they have in mind now. What is
it they would like to know about the book?
Share your questions and write them into your
reading diary. Maybe you can answer them
later or ask your teacher.

Yo By BYARE /o Yo Yo do Yo e Yo Yo Sy A Peafing Prodee'y 2030304/ Pae Lot v
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5. Reading Circle Activities

1.

Get together in your reading group and decide who is going to be the Language Police
and Group Leader today? Remind your friends to use English only in their
discussions and to stay on track ( = not digress from the topic). In case of disagreements
make sure that your friends argue their point politely.

Sharing Reading Diaries: Read each others' reading diaries and discuss your reactions
to the story.

Work with the small Discussion Prompt Cards. Sort the cards by color and put the
piles face down on your desk. Take a card from the top of a pile and read it out to your
classmates. If the card doesn't apply to your book at all, put it back and take a new one.
Do the task carefully in your group. Write all your answers into your reading diary.
When you have completed a task, take a new card from a different pile. Take turns
reading the tasks out and leading the discussion. Do as many tasks as you can but do
them carefully and thoroughly.

Choosing a Homework Task: You will find a large selection of homework task cards
on the teacher's desk. The homework task cards are A4 size and also come in different
colors. Draw any card, read it briefly and ask yourself whether it applies to your book.
If the task does not apply at all, put it back and draw another one. Please enter your
name and the card number in the list on the box and return the card in the next lesson.
Next time draw a different color.

Reading on: Read chapter(s) ....................ccccoocoooo... DY e
and write a S-minute non-stop entry into your reading diary. Choose 3 new phrases for
vocab. cards.

6. Go to top of page.
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Book Presentations:

After everyone in your group has finished their reading activity tasks, get together and discuss
how the book will be presented to the class. Look at the Presentation Tips sheet for ideas.
Choose the best and most interesting products you have made during the project. Make sure
you show different aspects of your book (plot, characters, setting, other). Your presentation
should take no more than ten minutes. You will be assessed according to the rubric below. Fill
it in and assess yourselves as a group after you have finished your presentation. Pun an x under
the assessment you think is the right one for each aspect of the presentation. Write extra
comments if you want to.

Very good Good Could have been
better

How informative was
our presentation?
Was the information
presented in an
interesting way?

Did we present
information about the
plot, characters,
setting and theme?
How good was our
presentation at
making others want
to read our book?
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1. SWBS: The Plot Chart

Name

SWBS: The Plot Chart

‘What happens in 2 story from the beginning until the ending
is called the plot. In every story there is SOMEBODY who
WANTED something. BUT something got in the way, SO the
character had to solve the problem.

To finish the Plot Chart, think about your story and ask
yourself the questions below. Then write your answers on the
chart.

1. Who is the SOMEBODY in my story?
2. This character WANTED something. What was it?

3. BUT something prevented the character from getting what
he or she wanted. What was it?

4. SO the character solved the problem to get what he or she
wanted. How did the character solve the problem?

Book title Author

SOMEBODY

2.Sum It Up

Make a sum-it-up card for your book. Fill in the blanks below.

Summary:

Author:

Title: . Write a summary that tells the main idea.

' Three important facts:

1.

2.

3.

%
,?,'
#

SRR
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3.Book-Fair:

Walk around and read all the posted SWBS and SumItUp sheets. Find 3 books that have
something in common with your own.

4 .6rouping Books Together

Name

‘Grouping Books Together

Sets of books, or books that belong together, are books that are
like each other in some way. Fill in the chart below to show how
the books in your set are alike and different. =

1. .Wirite the names of the books in your set across the = =
top of your chart under the word “Book.”

2. Think about how your books have some of the same

and some different ideas, people, places, and things. Write
these ideas, people, places, and things in the spaces on —
the left.

3. Mark an X in the spaces under each book title if that
book has the idea, person, place, or thing named on
the left. —

The name of my book set:

Ideas, people, Book: Book: Book:
places, things .
from the books

E. Polzleitner Bookgroups.doc / 2009-10-27 / Page 2 of 3

S€




5. Creative Catalogues: Design three A5 catalogue pages.

Name

‘Greative Gatalogs

chance to create’a catalog of your very own!

and written descriptions of things you read about in your book.
your classmates.

1. In the box below on the right, draw a simple picture of what

from your book. Write the name of the item in the space below
the box.

2, On the lines to the left, write a short description of the item.
Use facts from your book. Don't forget to add the price!

Booktitle______ Author

Catalogs are a lot of fun to read and to look through, Now is your
Your catelog will be special because it will contain drawings

By making a catalog, you will be able to share what you read with

you want to sell in your catalog. It should be something important

Name of catalog

Item 1

6. Vocabulary Quilt

' ca;Zative Catalogs: (con) g‘?ﬁ%

Choose one of your favorite new expressions from your book and write it on
a piece of colored paper. Write a short, typical sentence and decorate the
paper in a suitable way. Your paper must include:

the new word written in big letters

a typical sentence

a drawing that will help you remember the new phrase.

We will put all our word cards together to make a Vocabulary Quilt. Please

design your cards nicely.
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by Laura Robb

n-Prompt
for Reading Groups

ion Cards That Build Comprehension & Spark
About Character, Plot, Setting, Theme & More
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Did the author leave you danglingv

Page Turner
from a cliff at the end

of each chapter? Discuss
two or three of your
favorite cliff-hangers

and explain why each

made you think, "l've

just got to read the

next chapter!”




Writing Ideas
Read as a writer. Skim your book, and look for

words and phrases that you might want to adapt
to your writing. Jot these down, and share five or
six, and explain why each one
appealed to you.

Time Travel

Find examples of flashback—
when the story jumps to an
earlier point in time. Discuss
what you learned from this
switch in time. Then
discuss which words
signaled to you that you
were in a different point

in the character’s life.

€

7/Story Structure

Find the Drama

What emotions did the story make you feel?
Did you feel nervous? fearful? excited? worried?
angry? Take turns sharing a passage that
roused your emotions. Read it aloud, and then
point to the words,
phrases, and events
that stirred a
specific feeling.

Creating Mood

You are directing a play based on this book. Your
lighting director asks you
to choose a color to help
create the mood of the
opening scene. First discuss
and define the mood, and
then pick a color. What
associations do you have 5329
with this color that made
it your choice?

You Are There!

Sometimes an author describes a place with so
much detail that you can  «

see, hear, smell, and feel
what that place is like.
Find a scene that involves
several of your senses. 34
Read it to your partner or % 4
group, and discuss the
words and phrases that
stirred each sense.

New Kid in Town

The main character is moving to your town.
Will he or she fit in?
Why or why not?
How are his or her
values and tastes dif-
ferent from—or the
same as—those of
your hometown?

Hint, Hint

Foreshadowing is a technique authors use
to build suspense. It's a detail that hints
of something to come. Point out
several places where the '
author uses this technique.
Is the clue so obvious it
makes you realize what is
going to happen, or does
it just make you curious?

Low Point

Answer this question from a main
character’s point of view.

Talk-Show Host: “What

fears or worries keep you
up at night? What was the
lowest point in your life?”
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Character §

Show Me
the Support

As a group, discuss several
adjectives that describe the
main character and pick the
best one. Then scan the book
for a line or a passage that
proves you right. Take a vote
on which section provides the
strongest evidence.

Unsolvable!

The main character of your book has
problems that he or she couldn’t
solve. Choose two unsolvable
problems, explain how

the main character

deals with each and

why each one is

impossible to

resolve.

2o

Minor Character

Imagine you are having pizza with one of
the minor characters in your

book. Think about how this

character would view a

conflict that the main char-

acter faced and how they

would have solved it.

Discuss from the minor

character’s point of view.

3/Character

Favorite Things

List things you cherish in life, such as free
time, in-line skating, a friendship,

or a favorite sport. Now list five

to six things the main charac-

ter values. Discuss how the

plot helped you understand

what the character values.

Then compare your

values to the character’s,

Past, Present,
Future

In this book are the charac-
ters living in the past, the
future, or do they remain in
the present time? What did
you learn about the time
period? Do you think the
world is better or worse
off now?

Clues About Time
Reflect on how much time passes

in your book. Skimming the

text, find and discuss

passages that show how

the author makes time

move,.

s s sy

" #14/Setting

Important Scenes

Pick your favorite character.
Which settings deeply
affect the character’s
decisions and feel-

ings? Which create
problems? Identify -

two or three settings

and clearly explain

the impact each has

on the character.

You Are There!

Sometimes an author describes a place with so
much detail that you can 7
see, hear, smell, and feel

what that place is like.

several of your senses.

Read it to your partneror % $
group, and discuss the

words and phrases that
stirred each sense.
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MAKE A PLOT BOARD GAME 5 7

* Trace the board game squares on the diagram below onto a blank sheet of 45

paper.

* Decide which events in the story or book you read were very important.

= Decide which events will mean that the player moves forward and which ones
will mean that the player has to move backwards. For example, “Edmund
gets into the witch's sleigh. Miss a turn.”

= Plan where these ‘penalty’ squares will be on the board.

= Fill in the squares, and illustrate the rest of the board with drawings of events
in the book.

* Play the game!

Fulure generations would like to remember the happenings from this STOl’y mapgomefor _____ Devised by
“novel by visiting a museum of artifacts.

Each member of your group should select three to five important items to
display. In addition, each member should record three to five important
facts.

The entire group should decide where and how the museum display is to
be set up. Tour guides should prepare a brief talk to accompany the display.

Date for display:

Items to be displayed:

Interesting faf:!s:

1

Reading Response:
Cause and Effect

Sessecertsstorrenreran

An 3P
Name

PYRAMID SO That's e e i i tes

) what happens as a result of a cause. Below,
the Re a S On' the cause is underlined in the top example
i i i le.
Build a pyramid summary of this section. In the outline e and the effect in the bottom example.
place one word for a central character, two words to show
important feelings he/she displayed, three words to describe

B

is nose grew ten feet.

where the main action took place, four words to tell an im- mem.aj& So b =
portant event, and five words to tell about a problem that still T
A 5 TRE, nto the sea.

exists. threw pinocehio |

e
ter,
ster jant sea mons
The circus ma allowed by @
he got sW.
As a result

Think of important events in a story you have read.
Come up with your own examples of cause and effect.
Write a cause on the line next to each arrow. Write its
effect on the target.

'-Szabos, Janine: Reading — A Novel Approach. Carthage: Good Apple Inc., 1984.

.




[Be a Friend

£

Pair up your favorite novel character with real-life people who would be good per-
sonality match-ups—Peas in a Pod!

Choose some real-life people who would be at the opposite end of the “pole” in per-
sonality from a favorite character—Polar People!

When we are faced with a problem, it
often helps to get some good advice from a
friend. What sort of problem has one of
your book characters faced lately? Write a
letter to him or her, giving encouragement
or advice as you would to a good friend.

65

FINDING FEELINGS

Record below the feelings shown by characters in this section of the novel.

Page § Para. | Feelings Characters(s) Involved

into a container. Each member of your group adds his/her slips to the pile.

Now take turns selecting a “feelings” slip and ha';{e a skimming race to see who can
locate 2 book passage to read aloud in which that feeling is stated or implied. The
passage does not necessarily have to be the same passage you have recorded.

| Select a character and credde a bagful of poséessfon
tfor that person. Present it any way you choose . .« . words.
: pictures , dramatic disploy of real ifems.. .. '

[
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|
|
i
I
!
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1
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I
I
I
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Reading Response:
Book Review
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B L R R LT R R R R T PPy 2

| 3903 SIHLNO 3dvL | . . .
Here are questions that will help you write a great

B O Ok book review. One important question is already
checked for you. Pick at least three more questions
to answer in'your review. Put a check next to the

ReVieW questions you will answer. Write your answers on a

separate sheet of paper. Use those answers when

h Ld .t you are writing your review. Remember, you don’t
ec IS have to answer all of these questions.
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; © 82 j
2383 -
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o 87 =
c W © [-]
T SEgE b
P 5a%: - Ewnm is the title of the book and the author's name?
P BEBE >
PR g g2 g w D How did the book make you feel? What happened
E G« s 'p": E E in the book to make you feel that way?
i 838§ @ 8
. BT « a X
P g3y s s > 2 2 D Why did you like {or dislike) the main character?
: Bsscg = & a
i 8ukg S : Hs
: 3
P28 % ,f';a‘ 2 9 , D If there is artwork, did you like it? Why or why not?
P 2g8% I « [ ;
E E -:‘é -§ -';-'_5_3 + | * < f D What would you change about this book? Why?
. agwg a [ i
: w38 & S S i .
P2 DCE = - = D What did the book teach you about yourself or
: 358§ 5 g about someone else?
. ] 7]
. * *
M a I ‘o l:l Did the characters in the book remind you of yourself
: 2 B 2 or of anyone else? Why?
: - & 1~
: m ] - g
H ’I D a H 0 D Did this book remind you of any other books.
. >
. * 5 : Which ones, and why? i
: 5 g 3 .
: '._('. = 2 = | [ ] id the book teave you with something to think about? What?
: 5 2 5 '
: 2} E @ . .
: * #* D (If you have your own question, add it here.)
: . 5 ] : .
= = e = §
: . 8
: s 2 . ; ; - ;
. I} = 3 i o I} o - -
: "y - * .
g g T TAPE ON THIS EDGE T 78 Super-un Reading & Wiing Skl Bullders Scholastic Profession Books
SuperFun Reading & Writing Skitt Builders. Scholastic Professional Books 67
11 F a5 F
g Name Reading Response:
2 o Sequencing
S L . teceerereranoans
g5 :
:’ 5 : On scrap paper, make a list of the events in a story you
%'; : S.t O P’ read recently. In the story pie below, put the events in
S : . I:Y Ie the order in which they happen. Put the first main
82 event in piece 1. Tell how the story ends in piece 10.

Title

Author

After you fead a story, you can build a story
pyramid. The numbered directions below telt
you how to fill in each level of the pyramid.

8. 8 words: what would you tell others about the story?

6. 5 words: describe an important event

6. 6 words: describe the conclusion
7. 7 words; describe your favorite part

DR R R R R A AP -
o

Build a Story Pyramid

.
Q
3
[&
I
o 2
QO ud
5 < S
. 58 %3
in ¢ E o
gmm
5 & £
> c Q@ @
. (7 B 22
e, T
: ES S
v w @
"- 5‘0‘0
. % B
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: £9¢
P 5 - &l ©
£ o £ O
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3

68 Superfun Reading & Writing Skill Builders Scholastic Professionat Books

g 4, 4 words: state the main character's goal or problem
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How to wet your students’ appetite...

Present appropriate books regularly. In your presentations

e focus on a key scene where your main character finds himself in a difficult s1tuat10n

e focus on the main problem or conflict of the book
e link the problem to the real world around us
e do not give away the whole plot.

Ideas for your presentations:

e Describe the main character(s) and their 51tuat10n/problem/des1res
Invite students to search for solutions to the problems presented in the book
“Put yourself in my shoes” (How would you (the students) react if...)

Introduce a news article or other text about current events/news that are related to the
theme of the novel.

Read the opening page(s) and stop at a cliff-hanger.

Choose a really riveting passage (where the main character is in trouble) for a running

dictation or dictogloss, then have Ss guess what the book might be about.

Give Ss the title of the book and/or bookcover, have them ask you YES/NO questions.

e Write a postcard or letter from the main character’s point of view (e.g. : describe the
situation. ask for help). Ss then write back, asking further questions, giving advice

Read a riveting page from the middle-of the book: Have Ss-guess
who/what/why/where...

¢ Be creative...

While waiting for the books. to-arrive ask students to write a short paragraph (100 words)
including the following phrases:

e [I’vechosen ....... because
e [ hope that....
o [ wonderif..

Name

(%f /%’ag/ J% 6,7?/,3@/5%(/ Creed @d&&zﬁr&
how
The one-Persnn S

J ve choSen % va(/L o/ C/)f/s}/%/mr (ffw/ lecace
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A/Jﬂ make e ik Gates .

J ﬁc//% Spot ot e Lok é/w%/é/w Creed! €
net doeod g @& S /%um/ 2

Y adsrdten (7[ b wan ,oﬂ/ﬂ beeaust é/bz/' M’

performance Planning Sheet

R) gel ready for )’OU!‘ 0!\(’/1)5150“ peifol maﬂcey read your bOO\\ and X§
.out this sheet. Finally, pracucc your per formancc in front ofa

miror

Book title B

Cbmctefsname&agem Aecoleats //”/ he /A2 P
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The GIVER by Lois Lowry
1. Brainstorming: What are the big problems in today’s world?

2. Solve the problems: Choose a few valid problems from your list
(e.g. poverty, war, divorce, unemployment....) and discuss how
they could be solved in an ideal society?

3. Imagine you lived in a society without conflict, poverty,
unemployment, divorce, injustice, or inequality where
competition has been eliminated in favor of a community in
which everyone works only for the common good.

Some details: Discuss the following conditions. What are the
advantages? What are the disadvantages?

e Every family has 2 parents, a son and a daughter. The
relationships are not biological, partners and children are
assigned by authorities using careful observation and character
analysis.

e Atage 11 jobs are assigned to young people by their teachers
and educators.

¢ Climate and weather are controlled to everyone’s profit.

o Every person and his or her experience are precisely the same.
E. Polzleitner samples of book-choosing tasks.doc / 2009-11-19 / Page I of 9

Teacher’s Notes:

The Alchemyst (Michael Scott)
Pre-reading:
1.Prepare cards with the words: (you’ll need one card per student)
e Dr. John Dee e
o Nicholas Flamel
e Golem
e Necromancy
¢ Alchemy
2. Read chapter 1 to the class

3. Hand out the cards.
Homework: Look up the word/mame on your card in google
/wikipedia... and prepare an A6 info-card for each one. (keywords)

4. Groups meet and share findings about the same topic, then
crossgroup.

Read book by..........

Xdeas for while-reading and post-reading tasks:
e Collect historical events (Great Fire of London 1666, Great
Famine in Ireland, ...)
e Collect names of characters and mythical beings
For presentation: look them up in google and present the most
interesting ones
e Venn Diagram: Good and Evil
Collect facts and keywords describing the good characters and
the evil characters.
(looks, smells, goals, behavior...)
o Character Portrait (circle...) for the main characters.
e Map: Use a world map and mark /label all the places mentioned
in the book.

« Discussion Prompt Cards: 18,2, 3, 5, 16, 21
o 18 Page Turner

2 Mood Clues

3 Movie Tag Line (change a bit: which scenes are they going to show in the trailer? )
5 Show me support

16 Setting

21 ‘Who interests you

E. Polzleitner samples of book-choosing tasks.doc / 2009-11-19 / Page 3 of 9

1 AM THE MESSENGER
Markus Zusak

Ed Kennedy, 19, is a cab driver who gets no respect (and actually feels
like he doesn't deserve any). He lives in a shack with a stinky, coffee-
drinking seventeen-year-old dog named the Doorman. He's in love
with his friend Audrey but she refuses to love anyone and won't sleep
with Ed because she "likes him too much.”

Ed becomes a hero when he points a gun at the most incompetent bank
robber the world has ever seen. Soon after, he receives his first

message --- an Ace of Diamonds playing card with three addresses and
times written on it. Ed realizes that this is more than an invitation; it's
an assignment, and he feels compelied to respond. Ed knows he's been
chosen, to care and to act. But how? And by whom?

1. What would you do if you received the following card?

A
L4

Bambo Rauter ‘§

S

E. Polzleitner samples of book-choosing tasks.doc / 2009-11-19 / Page 2 of 9
Speak
By Laurie Halse Anderson

1. Do flap text as DICTOGLOSS (good tenses!!) guess...
2. Read them p. 3-5

What might she be referring to in “If there is anyone in the entire
galaxy I am dying to tell what really happened, it’s Rachel.”
‘What might have happened that made her such an outsider?

3. Discuss: What is sexual harassment? Date-rape?

4. Hand out article “Flirting With Danger”

I read it out loud, Ss listen and may read along but MUST keep their
arms folded (no writing)

Then fill in gaps.

5. Hand out info-page: Girsl/Boys in the Know

Groups: write 7 Tips for Girls/Boys (1 catchy sentence or slogan about
each §)

] Possible tasks for beok project:

« Make a sketch of her tree as you read. How does it change? Use
it in the presentation.

¢ Include other tree symbolism e.g. “Pruning” chapter...p.186..

o Movie: Waich the movie, use movie watching tips in bonus
material pages (back of book)

e Letter to Melinda

o Chapter headings: very telling. Choose a few favorite ones,
explain their meaning/symbolism

o Plot mountain

E. Polzleitner samples of book-choosing tasks.doc / 2009-11-19 / Page 4 of 9
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Reading Project: Year S

In our reading project we are going to discuss some of the most famous novels of English and
American literature. All the novels in this project require careful reading beyond the plot level.
For a full understanding you will have to read between the lines and find the symbolism and
allusions of the texts. In order to see these hidden beauties always read with a pencil in your
hand and mark any interesting or odd passages in the margin. Discuss your selections in your
readers' conferences. :

Step 1: Chogsing a novel
Visit Amazon.com in the internet and find the five books in our project. Read the brief plot

summaries and some readers' comments, then choose the novel that interests you most. You
need not order them at Amazon. All of the books are available in Graz.
The Books:
John Steinbeck, The Pearl
George Orwell, Animal Farm
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World
William Golding, Lord of the Flies
J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye
Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea

Step 2: Getting Started: (Reading Diary)
Read the first chapter of your novel and write a 10-minute entry in your ieading diaty. Please
take your reading diary very seriously. Go beyond the plot level and write about all your
thoughts, associations, questions...(Check your handout *"What is a reading diary?" for further
instructions.) Write a } ity into your reading diary after you have read the first half of
your novel, and §:thitd oiic after finishing.

Your reading diary and your marginal notes in the book will be used as a basis for discussion
in your readers' conferences. These notes will also help you remember your reflections later

(for Matura preparation for example).

Step 3: Readers' Conferences and Workshop tasks ,
1. Work in your group and share your reflections and questions. Read each other's diaries and

try to answer each other's questions. Ask your teacher for help in case of disagreements or open
problems.
2. In each readers' conference gl
write them into your vocab book.

» jbaaiks carefully and collect all the tasks in a folder.

18 that you would like to remember and

Step 4: Preparing the Presentation
Choose one or two of the presentation tasks (see separate handout). Distribute the work load

evenly among the group members and design an interesting, well-rounded group presentation.
Copy your contribution for all the group members + one for your teacher.

Step S: Presentations
-Groups present their novels.

_ Peer-evaluation and feedback of the presentations + Assessment and feedback from teacher

Step 6: Project Folder
Organize your project folder and hand it in for final assessment. Hand in your reading diary.
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Book Presentation

For our final presentations of the reading project choose one of the following tasks. Each
student in your group must do a different task. Discuss which of the tasks are most meaningful
in connection with your novel. Choose tasks that complement each other so that the class gets a
full picture of the main themes, symbolism, background and style of your novel.

Short biography of the author

Present an alternative book cover and blurb (and print out all the covers and blurbs available
at Amazon.com). Discuss the symbolism of these covers.

Character portraits of the main characters. (Yéu might want to use the character profiles
handout. Adding a picture will make your portraits even more realistic.)

Present the historical and cultural background of your novel. (Use visual aids)

Write a newspaper article reporting an important incident in your novel.

Write a poem or song-lyrics that might be used in a film or radio-play of your book.

Act out a scene of your choice.

Prepare a "bubble sheet" (A3 poster) where you collect important quotes from your book.
Identity bags: Bring a bag full of objects that are somehow important to the main character
of your book. Show them and explain their relevance.

Design a board game or quiz to be played in class.

Choose your favorite scene and imagine how it would be shown in a film. Draw a film
storyboard.

Write a summary of the book (see handout Literature summary)

Find a painting or other work of art that deals with one of the main themes in your book.
(Choose a painting that reflects the symbolic and metaphorical level of your book, rather
than a painting that shows the setting of your story.)

Road signs: Identify a few symbolic items in your book and draw them like "road signs".
Consider the shapes and colors of road signs and make use of their symbolism. Explain the
meaning of the symbol on the back of your sign (50 — 100 words).

Alternative idea: If you have an idea of your own contact your teacher about it.

Additional ideas for the readers of Animal Farm and Brave New World

Present the basic principals of propaganda and advertising (use visual aids)
Give a propaganda speech about any topic of your choice. Then explain the methods you
have used.

Present to pros and cons of genetic engineering (use visual aids)
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Animal Farm
by
George Orwell

15BN 0-451-52634-1

I

¢ ""71149"00695

Task 1. Reading diary and readers' conferences _
When reading Animal Farm keep these main themes of the story in mind. Underline or mark
any passages that show how freedom is attacked and tyranny is established. When writing
your reading diary focus your reflections on these issues and note the typical behavior of the
different animals.
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Task 2. A cross-section of human society (part one)

In this fable you will come across quite a few different kinds of animals representing a cross-
section of human society. Look at the list of animals below and attribute the adjectives from the
box to the animals as they are seen in the eyes of man. As you go along add additional

information about the animals. What roles do they play on Animal Farm?

deceitful, gentle, aggressive, trustworthy, venerable, reliable, lazy, industrious, patient, smart,
fair, cunning, simple, foolish, shrewd, sociable, easy-going, envious, obstinate, courageous,
timid, quarrelsome, innocent, ambitious, wise, good-natured, bright, conceited, generous,
thri&y, cruel, talkative, stupid, friendly,

Animal

Attribute
normally given
by man

Role on Animal Farm (during Major's
speech and later on)

Evidence,
Page
references

pigs

hens

dogs

pigeons

sheep

COWS

horses

goat

donkey

ducklings

cat

raven

rats

rabbits
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Task 3: Old Major's Speech

Reread Old Major's Speech. It can be divided up into eight different parts showing a clear,
logical build-up. Mark the parts in the margin and find a heading for each part.

Then sum up the Principles of Animalism in a list.

All the animals were now present except Moses, the tame raven, who slept
on a perch behind the back door. When Major saw that they had all made
themselves comfortable and were waiting attentively, he cleared his throat
and began:

"Comrades, you have heard already about the strange dream that I had
last night. But I will come to the dream later. I have something else to
say first. I do not think, comrades, that I shall be with you for many
months longer, and before I die, I feel it my duty to pass on to you such
wisdom as I have acquired. I have had a long life, I have had much
time for thought as I lay alone in my stall, and I think I may say that I
understand the nature of life on this earth as well as any animal now
living. It is about this that I wish to speak to you.

"Now, comrades, what is the nature of this life of ours? Let us face it:
our lives are miserable, laborious, and short. We are born, we are given
just so much food as will keep the breath in our bodies, and those of us
who are capable of it are forced to work to the last atom of our
strength; and the very instant that our usefulness has come to an end
we are slaughtered with hideous cruelty. No animal in England knows
the meaning of happiness or leisure after he is a year old. No animal in
England is free. The life of an animal is misery and slavery: that is the
plain truth.

"But is this simply part of the order of nature? Is it because this land of
ours is so poor that it cannot afford a decent life to those who dweli
upon it? No, comrades, a thousand times no! The soil of England is
fertile, its climate is good, it is capable of affording food in abundance to
an enormously greater number of animals than now inhabit it. This
single farm of ours would suppotrt a dozen horses, twenty cows,
hundreds of sheep—and all of them living in a comfort and a dignity
that are now almost beyond our imagining. Why then do we continue in
this miserable condition? Because nearly the whole of the produce of
our labour is stolen from us by human beings. There, comrades, is the
answer to all our problems. It is summed up in a single word—Man. Man
is the anly real enemy we have. Remove Man from the scene, and the
root cause of hunger and overwork is abolished for ever.

“Man is the only creature that consumes without producing. He does not
give milk, he does not lay eggs, he is too weak to pull the plough, he
cannot run fast enough to catch rabbits. Yet he is lord of all the animals.
He sets them to work, he gives back to them the bare minimum that
will prevent them from starving, and the rest he keeps for himself. Our
labour tills the soil, our dung fertilises it, and yet there is not one of us
that owns more than his bare skin. You cows that I see before me, how
many thousands of gallons of milk have you given during this last year?
And what has happened to that milk which should have been breeding
up sturdy calves? Every drop of it has gone down the throats of our
enemies. And you hens, how many eggs have you laid in this last year,
and how many of those eggs ever hatched into chickens? The rest have
all gone to market to bring in money for Jones and his men. And you,
Clover, where are those four foals you bore, who should have been the
support and pleasure of your ol d age? Each was sold at a year old—you
will never see one of them again. In return for your four confinements
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and all your labour in the fields, what have you ever had except your
bare rations and a stall?

"And even the miserable lives we lead are not allowed to reach their
natural span. For myself I do not grumble, for I am one of the lucky
ones. I am twelve years old and have had over four hundred children.
Such is the natural life of a pig. But no animal escapes the cruel knife in
the end. You young porkers who are sitting in.front of me, every one of
you will scream your lives out at the block within a year. To that horror
we all must come—cows, pigs, hens, sheep, everyone. Even the horses
and the dog s have no better fate. You, Boxer, the very day that those
great muscles of yours lose their power, Jones will sell you to the
knacker, who will cut your throat and boil you down for the foxhounds.
As for the dogs, when they grow old and toothless, Jones ties a brick
round their necks and drowns them in the nearest pond.

"Is it not crystal clear, then, comrades, that all the evils of this life of
ours spring from the tyranny of human beings? Only get rid of Man, and
the produce of our labour would be our own. Almost overnight we could
become rich and free. What then must we do? Why, work night and
day, body and soul, for the overthrow of the human race! That is my
message to you, comrades: Rebellion! I do not know when that
Rebeltion will come, it might be in a week or in a hundred years, but I
know, as surely as I see this straw beneath my feet, that sooner or later
justice will be done. Fix your eyes on that, comrades, throughout the
short remainder of your lives! And above all, pass on this message of
mine to those who come after you, so that future generations shall
carry on the struggle until it is victorious.

"And remember, comrades, your resolution must never falter. No
argument must lead you astray. Never listen when they tell you that
Man and the animals have a common interest, that the prosperity of the
one is the prosperity of the others. It is all lies. Man serves the interests
of no creature except himself. And among us animals let there be
perfect unity, perfect comradeship in the struggle. All men are enemies.
All animals are comrades.”

At this moment there was a tremendous uproar. While Major was
speaking four large rats had crept out of their holes and were sitting on
their hindquarters, listening to him. The dogs had suddenly caught sight
of them, and it was only by a swift dash for their holes that the rats
saved their lives. Major raised his trotter for silence.

*Comrades," he said, "here is a point that must be settled. The wild
creatures, such as rats and rabbits—are they our friends or our
enemies? Let us put it to the vote. I propose this question to the
meeting: Are rats comrades?"

The vote was taken at once, and it was agreed by an overwhelming
majority that rats were comrades. There were only four dissentients,
the three dogs and the cat, who was afterwards discovered to have
voted on both sides. Major continued:

“I have little more to say. I merely repeat, remember always your duty
of enmity towards Man and all his ways. Whatever goes upon two legs
is an enemy. Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings, is a friend.
And remember also that in fighting against Man, we must not come to
resemble him. Even when you have conquered him, do not adopt his
vices. No animal must ever live in a house, or sleep in a bed, or wear
clothes, or drink alcohol, or smoke tobacco, or touch money, or engage
in trade. All the habits of Man are evil. And, above all, no animal must
ever tyrannise over his own kind. Weak or strong, clever or simple, we
are all brothers. No animal must ever kill any other animal. All animals
are equal.
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"And now, comrades, I will tell you about my dream of last night. I
cannot describe that dream to you. It was a dream of the earth as it will
be when Man has vanished. But it reminded me of something that I had
long forgotten. Many years ago, when I was a little pig, my mother and
the other sows used to sing an oid song of which they knew only the
tune and the first three words. I had known that tune in my infancy, but
it had long since passed out of my mind. Last night, however, it came
back to me in m y dream. And what is more, the words of the song also
came back—words, I am certain, which were sung by the animals of
long ago and have been lost to memory for generations. I will sing you
that song now, comrades. I am old and my voice is hoarse, but when I
have taught you the tune, you can sing it better for yourselves. It is
called Beasts of England."

Old Major cleared his throat and began to sing. As he had said, his voice
was hoarse, but he sang well enough, and it was a stirring tune,
something between Clementine and La Cucaracha. The words ran:
Beasts of England, beasts of Ireland,

Beasts of every land and dime,

Hearken to my joyful tidings

Of the golden future time.

Soon or late the day is coming,

Tyrant Man shall be o'erthrown,

And the fruitful fields of England

Shall be trod by beasts alone.

Rings shall vanish from our noses,

And the harness from our back,

Bit and spur shall rust forever,

Cruel whips no more shall crack.

Riches more than mind can picture,

Wheat and barley, oats and hay,

Clover, beans, and mangel-wurzels

Shall be ours upon that day.

Bright will shine the fields of England,

Purer shall its waters be,

Sweeter yet shall blow its breezes

On the day that sets us free.

For that day we all must labour,

Though we die before it break;

Cows and horses, geese and turkeys,

All must toil for freedom’s sake.

Beasts of England, beasts of Ireland,

Beasts of every land and clime,

Hearken well and spread my tidings

Of the golden future time.
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Task 4: Old Major's audience — a cross section of human society (part 2)

Use your notes of task 2 and your reading diary to answer the following questions bearing in
mind that Animal Farm is a fable in which each animal type represents a particular human type.

Questions: (answer on a separate sheet)
e What do we learn about Qld Major, the oldest pig on the farm?
e What can we deduce from the fact that the pigs and the dogs occupy the best places in
the audience?
e In any society there are many different types to be observed. Which animals seem to
represent the middle class?
There is only one animal who seems to be alert. Who is he?
Which two animals appear last in the barn?
What is their role in society?
Who does not turn up at the meeting?
Who in your opinion are the most important animals on the farm?

Now ask your teacher for the solution sheet and compare your answers with the solutions.

Chapter 11

Task 5: Rebellion at Manor Farm
Use this headline and write a short newspaper article for the Willington Tribune. Bear in mind
that the language used in news items is different from that in the story. ( about 200 words)

Task 6: Changes _
List the changes that resulted from the rebellion.
e.g. Traces of Jones' reign like chains, whips and knives were disposed of.

Task 7: The Seven Commandments

The seven commandments contain the most important laws of animalism. Major's wish was
that the animals should not be corrupted by contact with humans of the adoption of their habits.
List the seven commandments (see table next page)

As you go along you will see that the pigs start breaking them at a very early stage. Note all
these violations (keywords) and add the page numbers under the commandment that was
broken.
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" The Seven Commandments

1.
Violations:

2.
Violations:

3.
Violations:

4.
Violations:

5.
Violations:

6.
Violations:

7.
| Violations:

Task 8: Character portraits

Start collecting information about the main characters in the story. Keep a separate page for
each of these animals so that you can add information as you continue reading. Start with the
characters' names and note down your associations with it. Orwell chose these names very
consciously and was aware of the symbolism associated with them. As you go along note
interesting facts about the animals' behavior, their attitudes and their role on Animal Farm.
Always note page references in order to locate specific quotes later.

Compare your notes and associations in the readers' conferences.

By the end of the project you must have character portraits of the following animals:

Old Major
Boxer
Clover
Mollie
Benjamin
Napoleon
Snowball
Squealer
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Chapter I

Task 9: Reread Squealer's speech.

Read it aloud to your partners as if you were actually giving the speech to a large audience. Slip
into Squealer's role. How does he behave? Consider gestures, facial expression, voice,
posture... '

Find five adjectives or nouns to describe Squealer as you see him after this speech and add
them onto your 'Squealer’-page.

What does his name tell us? Check the verb 'to squeal' in your dictionary and add a sample
phrase to your vocab list.

vComrades!" he cried. "You do not imagine, I hope, that we pigs are doing this in a spirit
of selfishness and privilege? Many of us actually dislike milk and apples. I dislike them
myself. Our sole object in taking these things is to preserve our health. Milk and apples
(this has been proved by Science, comrades) contain substances absolutely necessary to
the well-being of a pig. We pigs are brainworkers. The whole management and
organisation of this farm depend on us. Day and night we are watching over your welfare.
It is for your sake that we drink that milk and eat those apples. Do you know what would
happen if we pigs failed in our duty? Jones would come back! Yes, Jones would come back!
Surely, comrades," cried Squealer almost pleadingly, skipping from side to side and
whisking his tail, "surely there is no one among you who wants to see Jones come back?"

Task 10: After chapter X

Only very few animals can remember the old days before the Rebellion. Most of them have died
-and only Clover, Benjamin, Moses and some pigs are left over from the old times. The farm is
run more efficiently and is getting more and more prosperous. The windmill has been completed.
Electricity is not used for the animals' benefit but to work a corn mill. And a second windmill is
being built. The animals work as hard as ever and the old promises concerning warm stables, etc.
being strictly against Animalism anyway have long been forgotten.

The farm is richer but the animals are as poor as ever, they work harder for less pay and the
surplus goes to the pigs and the dogs, just as it used to go to Jones in former times.

Draw a graph of the developments on Animal Farm. Use two colors, one for the situation of the
Farm, another one for the situation of the animals.

& Excellent

&1
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Task 11:
The literary form of 4nimal Farm Notes

Animal Farm has been described as an allegory, a fable and a satire.
Look at the definitions below and highlight all the elements that apply to
Animal Farm. Write short explanatory notes in the margin.

Allegory, fictional literary narrative or artistic expression that conveys a
symbolic meaning parallel to but distinct from, and more important than, the
literal meaning. Allegory has also been defined as an extended metaphor. The
symbolic meaning is usually expressed through personifications and other
symbols. Related forms are the fable and the parable, which are didactic,
comparatively short and simple allegories.

Fable, short literary composition in prose or verse, conveying a universal
cautionary or moral truth. The moral is usually summed up at the end of the
story, which generally tells of conflict among animals that are given the
attributes of human beings. The fable differs from the parable, also a short
narrative designed to convey a moral truth, in that the fable is concerned with
the impossible and improbable, whereas the parable always deals with
possible events. Both fables and parables are forms of allegory.

Satire, in literature, prose or verse that employs wit in the form of irony,
innuendo, or outright derision to expose human wickedness and folly. Satires
are intended to tax weaknesses and to correct vice wherever found.

Task 12: Propaganda

On Animal Farm propaganda has been used excessively to gain power and control the masses.
Squealer could be said to be the 'minister of propaganda’ on the farm.

Answer to following questions to understand his tricks and methods. (Use a separate sheet.)

e When does Squealer, the ‘'minister of propaganda, appear? When is he absent?

e What are the tricks of his profession? In what ways is he useful to the ruling class?

e Analyze those verbal expressions which characterize his propagandist machinations as
well as the animals' reactions to them. Choose a few specific examples of Squealer's
speeches.

Then compare your findings with the solution sheet. At this point you might also be interested
in finding out more about methods of propaganda. Read some of the information provided on
the teacher's desk or check one of the following internet sites. If you want to earn extra points

summarize your findings (200-300 words).
The Propaganda Page,
http://carmen.artsci. washington.edu/propaganda/contents. htm

Advertising Techniques,
http://www.entrenet.com/~groedmed/namedu/adtech.htm

Task 13: Summary
Follow the instructions on the summary writing sheet and write a short summary (3-5
paragraphs) of the novel.
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Task 14: Historical Context

WHO IS WHO ON ANIMAL FARM

FACT SHEET: :
READ THE FOLLOWING EXTRACTS FROM A HISTORY BOOK AND RELATE THESE INCIDENTS TO ‘ANIMAL FARM.

FIND OUT WHICH CHARACTERS ORWELL WANTED TO DEPICT IN HIS BOOK.
Find oirt for who or what the following allegorical names stand:

ALLEGORICAL NAMES

Old Major prophet of the revolution
Napoleon man of power

Snowball powerful orator / theorist
Squealer sophist

Moses religious prophet

Manor Fam exploitation

Mr Jones capitalist

Animal Farm socialism

Lenin was a fanatic in poliics. Stalin is a mechanic in politics. Lenin believed. Stalin had passion but not fanaticism. His
passion is for destruction, construction and power but not for improvements in human sociefy or in the human being. Stalin
has no vision of the perfect man; he craves the perfect robot. Lenin was no romanfic in the German mystic, myth-loving
sense, but he was inspired by a dream of a new society; he had Utopia even though his means were sordid and violent and
hence self-defeating. There is no romance in Stalin, no Utopia. ......... Stalin has some of Lenin in him but more of Hitler.

Lenin admitted his mistakes in public. He had enough authority to weather mistakes. Butin a speech on January 26, 1924,
Stalin said Lenin was ‘always right’. This made it possible for Stalin to claim the same perfection.

Stalin cannot err; the Communist state can do no wrong. That is the Kremlin credo. It sentences intelligence to death. The
only permissable mental process in Stalin’s Russia is the justification of what the government has already done. Stalin’s
infaliibility makes the purge a permanent feature of Soviet life. Since the dictator is infallible, the system he has created is
infallible, the more so since it is based on a infalfible doctrine. Therefore if anything goes wrong in the Soviet Union it must be
due fo the ill will of a subordinate who maliciously perverts the system. And that is treason. It recognizes only heresy or
hostility. Hence the perpetual purge. The purge is a device to deflect blame from Stalin.

The older generation remembered Trotsky as the young man who appeared suddenly, like a bright star, during the 1905
anti-monarchist revolution. The younger generation fought victoriously under Trotsky in the 1918-1920 civil war. His
personality, if theatrical, had a strong public appeal. His presence excited. His speeches excited. His speeches sfirred the
heart and brain. The country coupled Trotsky with Lenin as the two men who made the 1917 revolution.

Today Trotsky is passed over in silence by Russian historians. Stalin himself laid the basis for this falsification of history:"All
the critical work of arganizing the insurrection,” Stalin wrote in the Pravda on November 7, 1918, the first anniversary of the
Bolshevik insurrection,'was conducted under the immediate direction of comrade Trotsky." But in his book History of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), first published anonymously in 1938 and then under his name, Trotsky
disappears altogether as an active organizer of the revolution; the fittle he did was in order ‘o disrupt and destroy’.

{f Stalin had the charm to win he might dispense with some of his power to kill. But he is a poor speaker. His voice is
colourless. He drinks water after every short paragraph and keeps pumping his forearm up and down for emphasis. Nor
does he exude personal warmth. He cannot evoke devotion. He therefore depends on fear. He has it and he communicates

it to others.

Trotsky was banished from Russia in January 1928. He wentinto exile and was assessinated in Mexico in 1940..
Stalin adopted Trotsky’s original conception of industrializing Russia one year later.

In 1919, Trotsky complained to Lenin that Stalin had been drinking wine from the well-stocked cellars of the Czar in the
Kremlin.
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