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My notes:

	1. Introduce myself and background, reading is fun…how we started…

2. don’t say “GIBS is different, it won’t work for me”

3. You are experts: I’ll pass around a sheet. Please enter any good books that seem to be suitable for your students. We’ll then post the tips on the wall.

General ideas about reading (top pts on their handout)
	Handouts

A3 sheets (also for bookmaking)

	4. Story-time: discuss briefly. Early start, … Collect their ideas for pre-reading, reading and follow-up activities. Then add my ideas. 

a. Thanksgiving books

b. The Trouble with Gran: do pre-reading with picture (OHT), guessing ahead... then Kim’s game

c. Possibly tasks for Bangalee…(do or show?)

d. Tasks in handout: Give each group a picture book. They do p.4-8 (story tree....) + one creative follow-up task for the book. (on postcard)
e. OnePerson Show: Do with HOLES (here or 6b)


	Children-books

Thanksgiving books 1a

(Bangalee…+1copy of tasks)

(Long Neck…+1 copy of tasks)

A6(colored cards for booktasks)

	Moving on to “real books” (easy readers or books for elementary school kids)
	Year 1-2 books

	5. Reading diaries for little ones and older ones…

a. Discuss basics

Show different examples
	Reading diaries (copies and originals)

	6. Reading projects in lower school

a. Do bookchoosing with the “teens in trouble” books

b. Show them 2-3 other book-choosing ideas (Holes, Alchemist, I am the Messenger, The Giver...) getting kids curious

c. Read “The Chicken Coop Monster” (Ideal for lunchbreak)
d. Do discussion prompt cards and reading project tasks with this story

e. Discuss possible presentation activities for this story. 

f. Show them some of the presentation materials from my collection.


	“teens in trouble” books

discussion prompt cards

homework cards

presentation materials

(for Holes: orange shirt, cap, bottle, lizard)

	7. Fair of books about reading tasks (activity books)

browse, take notes,  
	Teacher books

	8. Reading projects in upper school: Reading classics

a. General setup of a reading project: 

i. The first one should be detailed, then just use reading group questions or their own (red cards for questions, green cards for statements!!!)

Fair of different reading projects: Put novel and 3-4 copies of a project on tables, they browse and take notes: Try to find at least one task in each project that you have never done with your students (or don’t do regularly). (You may copy some projects, but please put my copies back.)
	Samples of all my reading projects (+ the novels)

	9. Writing Projects:

a. What makes a good story? Use buttons to create characters and plan a story. (or choose an opening from story openings)
b. Show them “Finish Lines” story prompt cards

c.  “Publishing” texts 

d. Bookmaking

e. Magazines

	Buttons

Finish Lines

Bookmaking examples

A3 sheets, scissors

Magazine examples


Reading is fun!!!

· Make reading an everyday topic. Reading is fun. Reading is cool. WE all read.

· Read stories in relaxed atmosphere. Read stories as a special treat after hard work.

· Create a class library: Good bookshops are:


http://www.Amazon.de

Wolfgang Steinhauser's bookshop http://www.thebookshop.at

English Bookshop, Graz  enquiry@english-bookshop.com 


The Austrian bookshop homepages are not exciting; e-mail them if you need help or 
recommendations...)

· Start reading whole books (picture books, stage 1 readers) as early as possible.

· Use reading logs and reading diaries to keep track of Ss reading.

· Give credit to book reports and reading 

· Invite students to present books regularly, reserve space for book recommendations on pin-board.

· Create reading circles to discuss books.

· Use books for active vocabulary expansion.

You don't  have to know every single word in a text.

Task:


1. Read the text and try to understand the general meaning of the story. (All the words in italics are nonsense words.)



A country girl was walking along the snerd with a roggle of milk on her head. She began saying to herself, 'The money for which I will sell this milk will make me enough money to increase my trund of eggs to three hundred. These eggs will produce the same number of chickens, and I will be able to sell the chickens for a large wunk of money. Before long, I will have enough money to live a rich and fallentious life. All the young men will want to marry me. But I will refuse them all with a ribble of the head - like this . . .'



And as she ribbled her head, the roggle fell to the ground and all the milk ran in a white stream along the snerd, carrying her plans with it.

Now look at the nonsense words again. Can you guess what they might mean?

Would you feel comfortable to read a text with as many unknown words?
The 5 Finger Rule: Students read the first and second page of a book and use their fingers to count the number of unknown words that they cannot easily guess from the context. If the number exceeds 5 unknown words per page, the text is probably too difficult for joyful reading.

Improving students’ confidence:
Encourage “top-down” reading skills rather than focusing on every unknown word:

Fast reading activities help students gain confidence and focus on content and gist.

Fast Reading: Basically skimming, give Ss 30 seconds to "read" text, collect info on board. Give them 2 - 3 minutes to read the text again (1 page), collect inf. on board. Ask Ss to write a 50 word summary of the text 
(in groups). Only then allow them to read the text slowly!

Try out fast-reading with the text on the next page.
Reading Activities for Narrative Texts
Pre-reading Activities

 Pictures: Show a picture related to the text. Students guess what the text might be about. For books: show book-cover only. Ss imagine story (plan for a few minutes, then Ss mill around exchanging their invented stories. Can also be done in carousel format. To make it even more exciting: Divide class in 4 groups, show each group a different picture from the book. Then crossgroup- Ss exchange what they’ve seen and discuss what the story could be about.

 Kim’s game: Show Ss a picture for about 1 minute (best done on OHT), they jot down all the details they remember. This can also be done at a later stage in the story. 

Titles, Headlines: 
Give title. Have students guess what the story might be about. They might start like this: I think …. is going to…// I hope ….// I don’t want …..// 
Select 4-5 words: 
Write these words on board. Ask students for associated words. What might the story be about? 

Reading Tasks and Activities

 Matching:
 text and pictures

 Ordering pictures: For picture books, copy picture pages without text (1 set per group), read story, Ss find matching pictures, put them in correct order. Then compare.

 Ordering jumbled sentences or paragraphs: Cut into strips if possible

Two in one stories: cut up two short texts, mix. Ss sort and reconstruct the two stories (Works well with the short texts from children’s books

Text Market: Cut text into N (e.g. 5) pieces . Provide enough cut copies of the text for each student to be able to put together one complete version. Hand out pieces randomly. Each student has N pieces, some of them might be the same. In order to complete their text they will have to exchange those that are surplus for those that they need. In order to do this Ss sell their unwanted pieces as if tey were in a market. They walk around describing their pieces, shouting out offers… The only rule of the game is that text pieces must never be shown before they are exchanged.  Students can even lie about the content of their pieces.

When the students have bought all N pieces of the text they sit down and reconstruct the text. 

Note: may be quite chaotic at first, noise dies down as more Ss have bought all the pieces. Fast Ss can then help others.

 Gapfilling: any short text, leave out words or phrases. Leave space where the word is missing

Gapfinder: 
Leave out words but don't leave any empty space (more difficult). Ss have to find out where a word is missing and write it in. Print texts with double line spacing for this exercise or leave a margin where Ss can write the missing words.

 C-test: print first half of each word, Ss complete the text.

 Picture corrections: Separate the picture and the text. Change the text so that it represents things slightly differently from the picture. Students spot the mistakes and correct the pictures!!!

 Draw a picture: Listen to the story, imagine the scenes in detail, then draw or paint a scene…
Carousel: 
Divide your story into 6 to 8 short pieces. Copy sets on different colors, enough pieces to serve the whole class. Distribute the pieces randomly. Students with the same color go together, then meet another group of a different color. The two groups build two concentric circles. (Do this in the hallway or any open area) Then the two students facing each other exchange their story bits (they must not show the cards). After one minute (more or less, depending on the length of the texts) the students in the outer circle move one person to the left. The new partners now exchange the content of their pieces… Do this until the students have heard the content of all the  pieces.
 Answer questions: Students write questions for another group

 For further ideas (esp. ideas for novels) see “Ideas for Book Presentations”

Exploiting texts for vocabulary expansion:

Choosing vocab: Students choose 3-5 new phrases that they want to remember and write them on vocab cards.

Lexical Furniture: put the new phrases I suitable places in your house/home. E.g: the verb “to separate” would go into the kitchen, under the sink, because there I separate my waste….

Connect a Pair

Sensible Words

Word Webs

Acrostic Puzzles



see the following pages for details

Personal Properties

Wordcycle

Word Search

Crosswords
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