Rod Bolitho  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvdEWt10yQk
Elephants in the Classroom:
Idiom: the elephants in the room… are issues that are too big and too important to be ignored, they have to be dealt with.
3 Elephants in the Classroom
1. Tradition
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2. Standards
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
3. Assessment Practices
[image: ]
image1.png
Tradition

Which of these practices are still in
evidence in Austrian Vocational language
classes?

» Regarding a FL simply as a school subject.
» Textbook as syllabus

»~ Reading aloud

» Translating

» Teacher asks, student answers, teacher evaluates
» Present > Practice > Produce as a lesson paradigm
» Instant correction of all errors

» Teacher sets and corrects homework

rac compatibl
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Standards

Who were the 'Bildungsstandards’ written for?

Do students (and parents!) know about them and
about their significance? And what about the
CEFR?

Do they both need to be more widely explained
and understood?
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Assessment Practices =

To what extent do your day-to-day
assessment practices support the

. development of learner competences and

learner autonomy?

Are Austrian vocational students capable of
self- and peer assessment?

Can any final language examination be
complete without a spoken component?
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