
Typical Steps:


Collect sample texts: novels, stories, non-fiction, poetry


Invite students to contribute materials


Students read and analyze samples (some—all)


Students collect relevant vocabulary and  typical features

Organization:
Whole class theme study



Whole class theme with subgroups



Group projects



Individual projects

Possible products: 


· Creative writing (theme poem, story, song...)

· Project paper: (analysis of theme, comparing and contrasting different samples, finding common traits,...)

· Project poster/painting/collage

· Presentation: (oral, tape, video, sketch)

· Organized project folder

Ideas for theme studies/genre studies in lower school

Mystery project

Autobiographical Writing

Jungle Project

Seasons projects (Halloween, Christmas...)

Friendship

Ideas for theme studies in upper school

Ideas from the GIBS coursebook:

The American Dream Across the Centuries

America, the Melting Pot?

Existence is Absurd

Madness, Murder and Mayhem

Bright Lights, Big City or Cement Garden?

Scandals in Literature

Evil in Shakespeare

The Troubles

The Other Side of the Story

Other ideas

Love

War

Money makes the world go round

Dreams and Nightmares

Conformity and Rebellion

Utopia

Depression and Psychiatry

Music

Freedom and Determination

Ships and the Sea

Colonialism

Good Source:  Kenneth McLeish, Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide, 1988

Special topics for the oral Matura

Women's Liberation in the 19th Century: 

Kate Chopin, The Awakening,  "The story of an Hour", "Regret"

Jane Austen, Persuasion 

Two women who don't want to play the game:

Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar

Joan Didion, Play it as is Lays

On the Road ... in the United States:

Jack Kerouac, On the Road

Andy Soutter, The Drive Through Museum

On the Road to Downtown: The Sixties in American Lit.

Anne Rivers Siddons, Downtown

Jack Kerouac, On the Road

Dreams and Nightmares in English and American Literature

M.L. King, "I have a dream", St. Turkel, "A. Schwarzenegger's Dream"

J. Thurber, "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty", S. Jackson, "The Lottery"

Poems: E. Robinson, "Richard Croy",  Langston Hughes, "Harlem"

Play: Shakespeare, Macbeth

Stock Characters in Crime Novels

John Grisham, The Firm and The Pelican Brief

Agatha Cristie, The Mirror Crack'd

Analyzing Crime Novels –What makes them sell?

Novels by John Grisham, Sidney Sheldon and Lawrence Sanders

Free Will and Determination in Modern Literature

Kurt Vonnegut, Breakfast of Champions, and "The Euphio Question"

Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange

Rebellion and Conformity 

Allan Sillitoe, The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner

J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye

Immigration Problems in the USA

T.C. Boyle, The Tortilla Curtain

Green Card (film)

Death Penalty

Facts and Figures

John Grisham, The Chamber

Sister Helen Prejean, Dead Man Walking

Freedom and Determination: The role of fate in Paul Auster's novels
Paul Auster, The Music of Chance and Mr.Vertigo

Mind Control in Utopian Literature

Aldous Huxley, Brave New World

George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

Mental Illness in Literature

John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men

Ken Kesey, One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest

Forest Gump

Gangs in Great Britain

Courttia Newland, The Scholar

John Davison, Gangsta
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