Blackout
Instructions
Work with a partner.
Step 1: Read the text for meaning.
Step 2: Choose 15 words that you want to delete. Use the color “white” so you cannot see the words any more but you see the space of the word.
Step 3: Read the text aloud. Can you fill in the blanks?
Step 4: repeat 2-3 – keep deleting more words – 
Variation: you can also just delete the second half of each word – or leave only the first letter.
How much can you delete but still read the text?

Learning vocabulary by reading
The way you learned very many of the words in your own language was by meeting them in the books and magazines you have read. The context of a new word in a sentence or story was often enough for you to guess the meaning. Meeting the word again and again in your reading helped you learn it for use in your own speaking and writing.
Doing lots of extra reading for pleasure – both fiction and non-fiction -is an excellent way to learn new English words, too. But choose books that you find quite easy to read. Difficult stories or texts that you struggle to understand will not help you to develop your vocabulary the natural way. But remember: to learn new rods form reading you have to read a lot. For a more detailed explanation of the role of reading read Stephen Krashen’s book Free Voluntary Reading, Libraries Unlimited, 2011.
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