
Writing for an Audience 
Making it matter 
The role of relevance, motivation and emotional involvement in learning 

Teaching Objectives: What the learners should be able to do… 

 All the scales you need (CEFR levels for writing)  

 What teachers should be able to do… 

 EPOSTL: Writing/Written Interaction (EPOSTL: p. 23-24)  

Starting early: Writing about myself and the world around me 
 That’s Me 

 Me-books 

 Free homework 

Format matters 
 Diaries (Oliver Twist) 

 Project booklets (The Middle Ages, Tall Tales) 

 Online Databases 

The Writer’s Workshop 
 peer conferencing 

 feedback 
 revising 
 publishing 

Creative writing:  
 Writing stories: What makes a good story? 

 Creating lively characters and convincing settings (Buttons) 
 Continue the story 
 Storybooks 

 Short Stories and Narratives 

 Poems: writing poems, using poems as an impulse 

Writing for an audience and a purpose 
 Developing and using text recipes 

 Magazine Projects 

 Newspaper articles 
 The Interstellar Times 
 The newspaper clippings editor 
 Article writing workshop 

 Travel brochures 

 Reports 

 Essays 

 Letters 

 Letters to the editor 

Portfolios 
 appreciating the learners’ progress and celebrating success 

Assessing Writing 
 General considerations: the role of mistakes 

 Criteria based assessment 

 Using assessment scales 



EPOSTL: Writing 
Descriptors: p. 23 – 24: How can we reach these goals? What has worked well? Where do you see need for 
improvement and fresh ideas? 

 
  

 
I could use some new ideas in these areas… 
 

These ideas have worked well… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making it matter: 

    

    
 
Learning is a “global event”, it involves the entire person 
What is personally relevant to the learner and what has been richly imagined is more memorable than 
what has only been understood from words 
New knowledge (ideas, concepts, words…) must be constructed by the learner and integrated into his/her 
existing networks. 
Multisensory, multidimensional input will help learning: 
 ISM: Images + Somatic response + Meaning 
How can we create writing tasks that matter? 
  



Writing: Overview of Text Types 
 
 

Text type Purpose Target reader Register Structure 

opinion essay express one’s 

opinion 

convincingly 

general adult  / 

academic 

formal title 

introduction  

  (inc. thesis statement) 

2-3 paragraphs 

conclusion 

article describe 

inform 

advise  

entertain 

recommend 

compare  

give opinion 

etc. 

according to 

publication 

article is 

written for 

formal / 

neutral / 

informal 

title 

introduction  

   (inc. controlling idea) 

2-3 paragraphs  

conclusion 

recommendation 

report 

evaluate 

inform 

recommend  

describe  

etc. 

person who 

assigned it 

(usually smb 

in authority) 

 

formal title/subject 

introduction 

  (inc. purpose of report) 

2- 3 sections (with headings) 

recommendations/conclusion 

e-mail (letter)  inform 

complain 

apologize 

apply 

request 

invite 

etc. 

any formal / 

neutral  / 

informal 

salutation 

introduction 

 (inc. purpose of writing) 

2-3 paragraphs  

conclusion 

letter ending 

narrative reflect human 

life / 

relationships 

general adult neutral / 

informal 

(appropriate 

for narrative 

point of view) 

title 

3-4 paragraphs 

(plot, character, setting,   

  point of view, theme?) 

 

Writing task/test development 

components of writing task:  

 prompt: input text – stimulus/function (context, content, purpose); max.150 words; B1 

 rubric: instructions (time, length, text type; B1) 

expected response: task developer(s) must also do task  
 

   



 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
in The Short Prose Reader, Gilbert H. Muller, Harvey S. 
Wiener, McGrawhill,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


