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Writing for an Audience

Making it matter
The role of relevance, motivation and emotional involvement in learning
Teaching Objectives: What the learners should be able to do...
o All the scales you need (CEFR levels for writing)
e What the teachers should be able to do...
e EPOSTL: Writing/Written Interaction (EPOSTL: p. 23-24)
Starting early: Writing about myself and the world around me
e That’s Me
e Me-books
® Free homework
Format matters
o Diaries (Oliver Twist)
® Project booklets (The Middle Ages, Tall Tales)
¢ Online Databases
The Writer’s Workshop
e peer conferencing
= feedback
& revising
= publishing
Creative writing:
e Writing stories: What makes a good story?
® (Creating lively characters and convincing settings (Buttons)
® Continue the story
= Storybooks
e Short Stories and Narratives
e Poems: writing poems, using poems as an impulse
Writing for an audience and a purpose
e Developing and using text recipes
e Magazine Projects
e Newspaper articles
= The Interstellar Times
= The newspaper clippings editor
= Article writing workshop
e Travel brochures
e Reports
e Essays
e | etters
o Letters to the editor
Portfolios
e appreciating the learners’ progress and celebrating success
Assessing Writing
e General considerations: the role of mistakes
o Criteria based assessment
e Using assessment scales



Elisabeth Polzleitner

EPOSTL: Writing
Descriptors: p. 23 — 24: How can we reach these goals? What has worked well? Where do you see need
for improvement and fresh ideas?
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| could use some new ideas in these areas... These ideas have worked well...

Making it matter:
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Learning is a “global event”, it involves the entire person
What is personally relevant to the learner and what has been richly imagined is more memorable than
what has only been understood from words
New knowledge (ideas, concepts, words...) must be constructed by the learner and integrated into
his/her existing networks.
Multisensory, multidimensional input will help learning:
ISM: Images + Somatic response + Meaning
How can we create writing tasks that matter?
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Early Starts:

That's Me:

Me Books, online database entries...
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Free Homework

Schiler bestimmen selbst worliber sie schreiben wollen.

Vorteile: Eigenverantwortung wird gestarkt. Nicht das “bléde Thema” das der Lehrer aufgibt, sondern
meine eigene Entscheidung worlber ich schreibe! Ich bestimme das Thema, die Form und die Lange!
Ich bin fur den Inhalt verantwortlich, ich schreibe (iber etwas Interessantes...

Unsere Erfahrung: Schiler sind stolz auf ihre “free homework”, diese Texte sind immer viel langer und
sorgféaltiger geschrieben als andere Hausiibungen. Schiiler prasentieren sich selbst damit!
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FIP. Format, Imagination and Pride
Die Didaktik des leeren Blattes.

»unser wichtigstes Arbeitsmaterial ist das weille Blatt Papier, unseres Erachtens das
kreativste Material, das es gibt. Es stellt "wahrscheinlich die groBte Herausforderung
an die Imagination der Kinder dar" stellt Peschel (1996, S.38) fest, nachdem er unsere
"Padagogik des weien Blattes" kennengelernt hatte. Das leere Blatt fordert oder
provoziert geradezu die kindliche Phantasie es zu fiillen. Wie, das sagt ihm weder das
leere Blatt, noch sagen wir’s. Das Kind muss selber entscheiden und gestalten. Ein
Arbeitsergebnis ist zu dokumentieren, ein Sachthema zusammengefasst
darzustellen, um in ein gemeinsames Buch zu kommen. Welche Informationsquellen
benutzt werden und wie, iiberlassen wir vollstandig dem Kind. (Zehnpfennig/Zehnpfennig
1992)"
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Appreciate students’ work and effort

Diaries, Booklets, Databases

Have a look at the examples of students’ work and appreciate their effort and motivation to create a perfect
product.
Choose one of the booklets and write feedback to the student.

What do you like about the product?

What tips for improvement can you give the student?

Write 3-5 language tips.

Think of a class/topic/theme/unit where you could use this idea.
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Tips for writing a short-story

 Little 'action": Most of the best short stories include very little 'action’. They concentrate
upon what happens in a few days, hours, or even minutes and focus on the experience of
one or two people. Don't tell people's life stories.

«  Be truthful: The reader must believe what you're telling him/her. Avoid exotic events and
dramatic developments. Start with everyday experiences — if possible with an experience
you have had yourself. Change little details as you need them.

+ Describe your main character(s) vividly. Bring them on by showing rather than telling
how they feel about certain things. Show how they walk, talk and dress. Think about the
way they behave in typical ways (e.g. fidgeting, striding up and down, pacing up and down,
chewing gum, humming contently...) Do they speak in full sentences or are they using short,
abrupt phrases? Do they use slang or formal language? Give your characters fitting names.

 Describe the setting: Create a sense of time and place. Decide on the time of year, the
weather and think how these affect your place. Use colors, sounds or even subtle smells to
create a multidimensional, plausible background for your story. You can easily add 'color’ by
using brand-names (e.g. He jumped into his Porsche or on his brand-new KTM
mountain-bike...), place-names (towns, streets, shops...).

«  What is the problem: Before you start writing you MUST know the basic problem that
your character is going to have. The problem will be more realistic if it is a small, everyday
problem that your readers will be able to identify with. (e.g. feeling left out, feeling
embarrassed...)

+ Short, sharp, ending: What does your character learn? This is called the 'epiphany' of
the story. The epiphany can be a very small, seemingly unimportant moment of insight.
Don't exaggerate-- your character needn't change the world in a day. Don't spoil your story
with a cliché or a sensational ending.

E. Pélzleitner short-story-recipe.odt



RECIPE POEMS

Recipe for a dragon

Look first at a selection of recipe books with the children. Look for the words used to direct the cooks:
Take, mix, add, stir, whisk, etc. Talk about what a recipe is used for, how one first collects all the ingredients
together, how the recipe is followed until the mixture is ready to be placed in the oven, and so on.

Suggest that we are going to write a recipe poem, showing how to make a dragon. As nobody has ever
seen a dragon, we can use our imaginations to create something quite out of the ordinary. A good way into
this piece of work is to ask the children to write down ali the different parts of a dragon in a long list - head,
back, spikes, scales, wings, tail, teeth, eyes, claws - and, most important, breath.

Now suggest to the children that they look for the roundest brightest thing they can think of to make the
dragon's head - sun, moon, hot-air balloon.

The children should write their own idea in its place on their shopping list. It may read:

head - moon body - Mars spikes - pyramids,

and so on.

On the board, show the children how to put the poem together. In the first verse, collect the ‘ingredients’,
beginning with Take (3 lines). Now use Add or Mix to make a second three-line verse. Then, perhaps,
Decorate with to introduce the third verse. Finally, we must Stir in the dragon’s breath and bake the whole
thing for a very long time.

The poem may look something like this:

Recipe for a dragon ﬁ

Take a head as bright as the moon,

2 sheets of

a body as red as Mars A4 paper
and spikes pointed like the pyramids. ” ?t'j;ie:nd

Add scales overlapping like an eagle’s feathers,
wings as green as the ocean
and a tail winding like a river.

Decorate with eyes shining like stars,
teeth as cold as icicles
and claws as dangerous as daggers.

Stir in breath as fiery as a volcano.
Put in a very hot oven

and bake for a hundred years -
and you have made a DRAGON!

FoLD Inf TAE5
BEWARE! oo N TxeS v

Follow a similar format to write Recipe for a mermaid, a unicorn, a Phoenix, a Cyclops, King Neptune, and
so on. To make this kind of poem work, the children must be encouraged to let their imaginations soar. They
should use this format to describe mythical creatures, not real animals.

When this poem is finished, the children can make very successful one-poem books from two sheets of A4
stapled at the side. The poems should be divided into six parts, each inside page showing writing at the top,
illustrations beneath. The outside cover should be decorated and show title and author.



ACROSTIC

The acrostic poem can be read downwards as well as across, the
initial letters making up the title of the poem. The strict discipline
of this form makes a puzzle which children often enjoy solving.
Use the acrostic form to encourage the less confident children to
‘have a go’. They can write about themselves, using the letters of
their name, trying to describe things they enjoy doing, things they
detest, characteristics, how they look, and so on.

The acrostic is useful for seasonal poems and poems about each
month of the year. Think of CHRISTMAS, for example. On the
board, collect ideas for each letter. (For the initial C: children,
church, candles, carols, Christchild; H: holly, home, happiness,
hymn.) Help the children to collect and expand these ideas about
Christmas. The very youngest can make a simple list poem.

Carols
Holly
Reindeer
vy
Stockings
Trees
Mince pies
A baby

CHRISTMAS!

More established writers will be expected to expand these ideas to make each line describe something more
about Christmas, perhaps thinking about how it feels and what it means to us.

Carols ringing loud and clear,

Holly wreaths on every door,
Reindeer galloping across the skies,
lvy gathered from the woods.
Stockings hung on ends of beds,
Trees in windows shining bright,
Mince pies baking in the oven. o
A special baby lying in a manger, .
Stars guiding Kings across the sand ..... - “
..... That's CHRISTMAS! i P

?.“ﬁ 2 B R R A K '«'gag

If children want to experiment with rhyme, the acrostic ‘ um\m

is ideal. It can be quite humorous, allowing inversions Ly opiarad %"’3‘
.v 7= J S o

and half-rhymes.

e engho el Yo
‘ijma‘”-“‘?s &u«w& i [Bs

‘ Mu\m .{un Ma.r\lh' G J&m e,

Carol-singing in the frosty air

Holly wreaths all down the stair.

Reindeer galloping across the night

vy looped with tinsel bright.

Stockings hanging on ends of beds

Trees decorated in golds and reds.

Mince pies ready, spicy and hot

A baby in a manger cot.

Stars to guide kings all the way.....

..... And we wake up to Christmmas Day!
(Group poem)




Found Poetry

Found poetry is the rearrangement of words or phrases taken randomly from other sources
(example: clipped newspaper headlines, bits of advertising copy, handwritten cards pulled from

a hat) in a manner that gives the rearranged words a completely new meaning.

Mumbai: No Vision, No Dream
YOUR ARTICLE “BOMBAY DREAMS” (APRIL
25) presents a shockingly one-sided picture
of the people who inhabit Mumbai. The ar-
ticle rides roughshod over the basic human
rights of the poor. Since November 2004,
more than 400,000 people have been vio-
lently rendered homeless as part of the
chief minister’s Vision Mumbai plan. No
one has been made accountable for this
crime and, in the hands of the current gov-
ernment, the future for the poor only
threatens to get worse. I urge you to present
a more holistic picture of urbanization that
respects the human rights of all who con-
tribute to the city’s economy and culture.
- Presenting a story biased toward the wealthy

evident across the world. And Shanghai is

not a good example to follow, as it was built

into a so-called world-class city on the backs

of men, women and children who have been

displaced from théir traditional homes.-Is

| this the future of urbanization that NEWS-
WEEK seeks to prorm:atycP 1

. MILOON KOTHARI
Special Rapz ortenr on Adequate Housing
mission o7 Human Rights

-residents of Mumbai only reaflirms ‘the |
trend of urban apartheid that is becoming |

. NEW DELHI, INDIA

London: A Millennial Metropolis
YOU NEARLY GOT IT RIGHT ABOUT LON-
don’s moment in history (“London: Call-
ing,” April 25). Yes, there’s the astomshmg
cultural and social tapestry woveil to cre-
ate a globally unique urban landscape: and,
yés, there are plans to make ¢hangé on-a
heroic scale. But we're still only teetering
on the brink of success. London could eas-
ily slip back to being just another expen-
sive, overcrowded sprawling muddle if
bold decisions:an transport, housing and
core infrastructure are derailed by lack of
direction or, worse still, needless dither-
ing. Shaping the future on an unprece-
dented scale through the Thames Gateway
project, thereby securing London’s posi-
tion as a world city without compare,
needs visionary leadership that will in-
spire the rest of us who still have our mo-
ments of doubt.

STAN HORNAGOLD
BRENTWOOD, ENGLAND.

News woc(( ' 2Zoos

Bombay Dreams of Urbanization

on the backs of

men

women

and

children

displaced

and

homeless.

Who is accountable?

London

Inspiring world city without compare

Globally unique urban landscape
Cultural tapestry woven to create
Change on a heroic scale

but we are still only teetering on the brinck
derailed by lack of direction

another expensive,

overcrowded muddle,

full of doubt.

E, Polzleitner
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Elisabeth Polzleitner h www.epep.at

Writing for an audience and a purpose

Developing and using text writing recipes

Recipe for a good magazine article

Magazine Projects

Schuler arbeiten in Kleingruppen (ca. 4) an regelméaBigen Ausgaben einer Zeitschrift.
1. Gruppen finden sich und bestimmen Namen des Magazins.
2. Gruppen bestimmen die Arbeitsverteilung und Teamrollen:
editor in chief (zustandig fir Inhalt, Inhaltsverzeichnis und “editorial letter”
assistant editor (sammelt alle Beitrédge und korrigiert die Sprache)
timekeeper (erinnert die Gruppe an Termine und Zeitplan)
chief layouter (erstellt die Titelseite, “bindet” die Zeitschrift und macht Feinschliff am

Layout)

3. Gruppen erhalten Termine: Endtermin fir Fertigstellung sowie 3-4 Termine (& 20-30 Minuten) fur peer
conferences und erstellen einen Zeitplan. Richtwert: Jeder Schiler schreibt drei Beitrage fir eine
Monatsausgabe. Die Schiler planen wer welche Beitrage Ubernehmen wird und bis wann diese fertig
sein mussen. Die konkrete Schreibarbeit wird zu Hause (an Stelle von free homework) gemacht.

4. Conferences de pairs: In den peer conferences werden die jeweils fertigen Beitrage in der Gruppe
kommentiert. Die Gruppenmitglieder machen Verbesserungs- und Korrekturvorschlége (vor allem auch
inhaltlicher und struktueller Art). Die Arbeitsatmosphére in der Gruppe soll positiv sein, es geht darum
ein méglichst gutes, gemeinsames Produkt zu erstellen, nicht den Text des anderen schlecht zu
machen. In diesem Rahmen gelingt positives feedback besonders gut. Die Schuler sind offen fur Kritik.

Wichtig: Termine fir diese conferences missen klar angesagt werden damit auch wirklich alle Gruppen
ihre Beitrage mitbringen! Wenn mdglich alle Texte auf Computer!

5. Falls einzelne Gruppen mit den 3-4 conferences nicht auskommen, sind sie selbst dafiir verantwortlich
weitere Termine in Pausen oder nach der Schule (oder Telefon!) auszumachen...

6. Fertigstellung und Publikation: Die fertigen Magazines (am einfachsten in Plastikschnellheftern
geheftet) werden in der Klasse prasentiert. Im Rahmen eines workshops (atelier) kdnnen die Schiiler in
den neuen Ausgaben lesen.

Oder: Lesetisch (nett gestalten) einrichten und Magazines dort auflegen.



anp 20931d Kq anp
SuIeu paysiuly geipisng | pdus ordoJ/apLL

13100
(semianoe pue sdiy uoSeds) guom i Jo a3ed ‘a8ed sousios ‘o3ed djay

10 syuredwos “aSed weuwan) ‘s3uos “sdiy Suos ‘s3j00q 10 SUIY ‘$1I30U09 JO SMIIAII
‘sjuoweounoute ‘spuatgusd ‘doysdems ‘Ze1p) UF SJUSAS Juepoduls “sjuass [00yds
‘sajzznd pIOMSSO10 “SIE)S JO SOLI0JSFI] “savjol pue sorwoo ‘sdn) yooq ‘sdn sewres ‘sdi
syeIo ‘sadroal ‘sMaul [00YIS ‘SMOU oM ‘smau spods ‘uorjeuLIoyU oxed 1ad ‘saLio)s

'SBapI JO Xog

JBUM IM 0) SUloF ST oyM
"ourzeSewW IN0A JO SNSSI 1X9U ST 10J A)L1M 03 Suruued noA o1 so1do) JO SIOTUE YITYM

:uoIssos Surauel] "€

{1{158] DU pUI|q ¥ OP U5 NOA J1 {j|{SInoy noK SIABS JI PUB LIB3| 01 ury pus fsea 51

Surd4 1 "uoouraye aup ur ssefo Surd4y reuondo o 103 dn uSis ‘adA) 01 MOy MO 1,U0p NoA 71 :§°d
{i1Iomdwos oK jsn 3,Hop “s21dod axews skem[y [sajone ysisug

InoA 103 1sn{ SNYSIp [e10ads B 9ARY O} BSPI POOE B 5,1 “10ind oo NOK UT SA[ITUER IN0A JABS
|1jsorjopod

INOA Ul IoTe] W) 35N 03 JUBM JYSIW NOX FISAM0L 10 §1X3} ano£ Jo £dod e daay] sAem1y :JIL

SUONSa3ENS PUE STUSTIIOD USPLM SAIS pue SIFeIp SISO [OBS JWOY 23e) 0] JueM OS[e WS nox

*$)BIq SULMP IO [00TOS ISYE 199U 0} SFURLE aseopd suoIssas SUIIPA INOJ UBY) SIOUI P3AU NOA JT
jtuswaaoxduur

JO SUONSI33NS IO SABWUIES} IO 0) WIS MOYS PUE SSe[o 0} SeIp InoA Suriq o) payse aq

|14 N0 X SOT0FH0d MO 10 SABY SA $30UISFU0D 133d 91} O} JEIWULS 3 [{IM SUOISSAs Surnps asay ],

uo aq [[is SNOISSAS ONLLIAT M0

T B R T L R e L PR (0 £ (N 0 (1A e ((EL R S

3UIZESVI IN0A 103 2WEN & UL T

JUIZeFeW
[} S9[qUIASSE ‘QuIZeSew
a1 yo uonejuasaid pue
NOAR] 913 J0] 9]qISUOdsaI St J13)noLeT YD

"salll|peap
JO SIoUJO SPUIUA ‘SOUT[PESP
10 9]qISUOSAI SI ‘SUOISSAS

Suruueld o soziue310 Jadaayounr],
“3gengue|
31 SO9YO PUB SI[IIIE
PAYSIUL} SU [[B $1997[09 I0)IpT YUBISISSY
SJUaU0d JO 3[qe) S

PUR 13139 [eLI0JIPS S} SILIM
‘aurzeSeut 31 JO SIUSIUOD
atp J0J 9[qisuodsal st JOIY) Ul 10)1pH

jaurzeSew 2y} JO aNSSt YB3 I0J AJ0I MU B YOI
"urea) surzeSew oA Ul sqof SuLmof[of 2t 10J as[qisuodsar oq 01 SuroS st oym SsnIsI
wed [, [euopy 1

:sansst SUIMO[[O} SY} UO SpIoap surzeSew AJypuour Mok SuniIm 1e)s noA 210J3¢g

auizeseyy InQ



Fridey, Novembar 6th 2009

T - GRS = US0PSR

- @eachers’ 4

New teachers full of ideas

Newly qualified teachers produce texts about topics Ren
met yesterday at the PH of their own choice and foll
Steiermark to  discuss interest that will actually mp
creative ways of teaching be read by their peess, they
witing to students of will have a good reason to The
different ages. It 'was wte lagh quality, that
obvious that wiiting tasks interesting texts that -will 1ela
need not be Dboung also be formatted the
drudgery but can actually attractively. beh
be interesting and fun for of a
the students. The secret The young teachers were exps
seems to lie in winiting texts  astonished by the creative ml
for a real audience rather and high quality student its
than sloppy homework texts they saw andwere all Dbeh
that will only be read by eager to try out sunlar con
the teacher. If students projects with thew classes. orv

This page has been created with the Newspaper Clipping Image Generator

www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp

Just fill in the dialog boxes for name of paper, date, title and the text, click GENERATE and copy
the jpg file into your word-file.



21 TheInterstellar Times

Typeof activity
combination

Functions practised
narrating past cvents
expressing opinions
persuasion

promises

listing entertainment
describing films and plays

Useful language
past tenses; time clauses; will; logical connectors (or
argument; present contlinuous/simple

Lexical areas ,
newswaorthy events (robberies, dis%nsters, protest,
etc.); entertainment

How to use the activity

Make one copy of each of the Headlines, Letters,
Advertisements and What's on pages. You will also
need paper, scissors and glue.

Divide your class into four groups and assign each a
different area of the classroom. One group should be
larger than the others.

Tell them they are the editorial staff of the Interstellar

Times and they are working to produce the next
edition of the paper.

Give the headlines to the largest group (the news
desk), the letters to another (letters desk) and sc on.
(If you have a small class, you could combinc classes
with a colleague for this activity. If you have a large
class, create another desk: give them an example of a
personal column from a daily paper, and ask them to
creale an intergalactic personal column.)

The headline group should write articles {or each
headline. (If you want to increase the sense of
tension, cut the headlines up and feed them to the
group one ata time at the rate of one every ten
minutes.)

The letters desk should complete the letters (or write
their own if they feel inspired).

The advertisements team should write
advertisements for the products.

The entertainment team should produce short
descriptions of the films together with details of who
is starring in them and where they're playing.

When about three quarters of the malerial has been
produced, appoint an editorial committee. You can
do this either by withdrawing one representative
from each desk or, if one team has finished earlier
than the others, you can give them a job transfer.

The editorial committee are responsible for
designing the layout of the paper and putting it
together. Give them paper, scissors, and glue and let
them get on withit,
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