Jennifer Schumm

Young Adult Literature

NOVELS & SHORT STORIES FOR YOUNG ADULTS

ADVENTURE/MYSTERY

1.)
AVI.  Who Stole the Wizard of Oz?  New York:  Dell Yearling, 1981. (116 pp.)   http://www.avi-writer.com/  and www.randomhouse.com/kids

Story line:  After being accused of stealing a rare children’s book from the Checkertown library, Becky decides to take matters into her own hands and find the real thief herself.  She soon discovers that four more children’s books have mysteriously disappeared and that there have been strange crimes in her hometown that are somehow linked to the books.  Together with her twin brother, Toby, Becky  finds clues in the stories that lead to a secret treasure and also to the person behind the crimes.  Age:  14 m/f.

2.)
Hiassen, Carl.  Hoot.  New York:  Knopf, 2002. (292 pp.)  www.carlhiaasen.com
Story line:  Roy’s family has just moved from Montana to Florida which is just one of the moves he has experienced in his life.  Getting used to Florida and being the new boy at his high school, however, are only a few of the challenges he meets.  He also meets a mysterious boy who goes by the name Mullet Fingers and who is single handedly trying to stop a pancake-house chain from putting up a restaurant  in an area where endangered owls live.  Together with Mullet Fingers and his sister, Roy is able to stop the project and win acceptance.  Age:  15-16 m/f. 

3.)
Horowitz, Anthony.  Stormbreaker:  An Alex Rider Adventure.  London:  Walker Books, 

            2000. (236 pp.)

Story line:  When fourteen-year-old Alex Rider’s uncle and guardian dies, he finds himself facing many unanswered questions.  In his quest for answers, Alex discovers that his uncle was really a spy for England and that he has been chosen by the Chief Executive of the Special Operations Division of M16 to continue his uncle’s mission.  Although Alex refuses the offer at first, he soon realizes that he has no other choice but to accept it.  After taking part in SAS training exercises and receiving his own set of secret gadgets, Alex sets out on his first assignment to discover whether multi-millionaire Herod Sayle’s intentions are honorable.  Sayle’s has donated his state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to every school in the country and his donation seems too good to be true.  Age:  14-15 m.

By the same author:  Point Blank, Skeleton Keys and Eagle Strike  (Alex Rider Adventures)

4.) Ibbotson,  Eva. The Star of Kazan. London: Macmillan Children’s Books, 2004. (388 pp.)

Story line:  This is a historical novel set in the Austro-Hungarian empire in the year 1908. Abandoned as an infant, 12-year-old Annika  lives in Vienna with the cook and housemaid who found her as well as their employers, three eccentric professors. Annika helps with the housework and leads a happy life, but she often dreams of being reunited with her unknown parents who abandoned her. So when the aristocratic Frau von Tannenberg appears, birth certificate in hand, Annika embraces her as her long-lost mother and agrees to move to the family's remote northern castle. However, the family’s grand estate is not what Annika expected, and she slowly begins to realize that her new family has many secrets to hide.  Age: 15 – 16 m/f.
5.)
Masters, Anthony.  Finding Joe. London:  Scholastic Press, 2000. (147 pp.)

Story line:  When the story begins, Joe has already been missing for a few days.  His friends have mixed feelings about his disappearance.  Each of them is somehow relieved that he is gone.  Joe is someone they have always admired, but when his father walked out on the family, he began to act strangely and make life difficult for his friends.  In the end, they decide to go looking for him at the marsh where they used to hang out as kids.  On their way there, each boy reflects on the good and bad times with Joe.  When they finally find Joe, he has been dead for a few days.  Although each boy had experienced humiliation at the hands of Joe, their remaining memories of him are positive.  Age: 16/17 m.

6.)
Paulsen, Gary.  Hatchet.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987.  (195 pp.)


http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/special/kay/paulsen.html

Story line: As Brian flies in a single-engine plane to visit his father in the Canadian wilderness, he finds himself preoccupied with his parents’ divorce.  When the pilot suffers a massive heart attack and dies, Brian must somehow land the plane and then learn to survive in the wilderness with only a hatchet and the torn clothes on his back. At first Brian wants to give up, but he learns to believe in himself and slowly he figures out how he can stay alive.  He also learns to put the past behind him.  Age :  15-16 m.

7.)
Plum-Ucci, Carol.  The Body of Christopher Creed.  New York:  Volo, 2001. (331 pp.)

Story line:  Chris Creed, the often-tortured class freak has disappeared from the quiet town of Steepleton, leaving many questions for its residents: is he a runaway, a suicide, a murder victim? Together with Bo Richardson, an outcast ‘boon’ and his girlfriend Ali, sixteen-year-old Torey Adams tries to solve the mystery of Chris’s disappearance.  In the process they succeed in implicating themselves since the town is full of rumors and revelations of adult secrets.  As time passes, Torey starts to find himself distanced from his other friends by his growing understanding of the importance of compassion toward those who are different.  Age:  15-17 m/f.

8.)
Sachar, Louis. Holes. New York : Dell Yearling, 1998.(233 pp)  http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/sacher.htm

Story line:  Stanley Yelnats’ family has been under a curse that goes back to his no-good- dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great –great-grandfather and Stanley soon finds out that he is also under the curse.  After being falsely accused of stealing a pair of sneakers on display at a shelter,  he is sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep.   When Stanley digs up a gold tube with the initials KB the warden is informed immediately and rewards his division.  This makes Stanley suspicious and he wonders if  there are ulterior motives behind the warden’s unorthodox form of punishment.   Age:  15-17 m/f.           

9.)      Swindells, Robert.  Abomination.  London:  Corgi Yearling Books, 1998.  (206 pp.)

Story line:  Twelve-year-old Martha’s family belongs to a religious group called the ‘Righteous’.  This religion has very strict rules which its members must abide by.  For example, Martha is not allowed to listen to pop music, watch TV, use a computer,  wear more fashionable clothes and invite people home.  As a result, Martha has no friends and is an outsider.  But then she meets Scott, a new pupil at her school and someone whom she entrusts with her family’s secret.  Scott decides to help Martha change her life for the better.  Age:  16-17 m/f.

10.)     Swindells, Robert.  Stone Cold.  London:  Puffin Books, 1995.  (132 pp.)

Story line:  Seventeen-year-old Link finds himself homeless on the streets of London after his mother’s abusive boyfriend moves into their home.  He soon meets up with Ginger, a streetwise boy, and begins to learn how to survive as a dosser.  One day Ginger disappears and Link begins to worry about whether his friend is okay.  Link then meets Gail who is a newcomer to the streets and falls in love.  However, he does not give up his search for Ginger.  Together Link and Gail discover that a number of dossers are missing and that their fates seem to be connected with a former soldier who calls himself Shelter.  Shelter has made it his mission to clean up the streets of London by killing homeless people and he has decided that Link should be his next victim.  This novel is told from two viewpoints:  Link’s and Shelter’s.  Age: 16-18 m/f.

AFRICAN-AMERICAN INTEREST
11.)
Angelou, Maya.  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  New York:  Bantam Books, 1969.  (246 pp.)

Story line:  This is Maya Angelou’s first autobiographical account of her life as a young black woman in America.  Her story begins with her arrival at her grandmother’s house in Stamps, Arkansas in the early 1930’s at the age of 3 and ends with the birth of her son, Guy Johnson,  in California in the late 1940’s.  Her frank, warm-hearted autobiography is the first of a series of 5.  Age:  17-18 f. 

By the same author: 
 Singin’ and Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry Like Christmas,  Gather Together in my Name, The Heart of a Woman, Wouldn’t take Nothing for the Journey Now


12.)
Cooney, Caroline B.  Burning Up.  New York:  Random House, 1999. (230 pp.)


www.randomhouse.com/teens
Story line:  Fifteen-year-old Macey Clare discovers that her quiet, beautiful Connecticut hometown and the people who live there, including her grandparents, are harboring secrets about a barn in their neighborhood which burnt down in 1959.  When Macey decides to take this as the topic for her school report, she is discouraged from doing so, but after a friend becomes the victim of inner-city violence, she sees it as her responsibility to find out the truth about her town.  She soon finds out that racism was behind the fire.  Age:  15-16 m/f.

13.)    Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham 1963. New York, 1995.(210pp.)

Story line:  The story takes place in the year 1963 and is told through the eyes of Kenny.  Kenny’s family lives in Flint, Michigan and is known in the area as the Weird Watsons because of their antics.  Kenny tells about his troublemaker brother and their rocky relationship. He also recounts his family’s trip to Birmingham in 1963 and how his family was directly affected by a church bombing.  The book is dedicated to 4 girls who were victims of racial acts. Age: 15-16 m/f.

14.)
Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster.  New York:  Harper Collins, 1999. (281 pp.)

Formularbeginn

Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon, who is called a ‘Monster’ by the prosecutor,  is on trial for his supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience store owner. Throughout the trial, he calms his nerves by writing a movie script about his feelings and experiences both before the murder and while being held in prison.  In this way, the reader becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve's life. The novel combines pictures of Steve, handwriting-styled type-face, emphasis on dialog and fast-paced courtroom action. Age:  15-17 m/f.

15.)
Neufeld, John.  Edgar Allen.  New York:  Puffin Books, 1968. (128 pp.)

Story line:   Michael Fickett age 13 witnesses racism in his community when his parents Reverend and Mrs. Fickett decide to adopt a black child, Edgar Allen (E.A.).  Their decision does not only meet with disapproval from neighbors in the community  but also within their own family. Their eldest daughter feels that her life has been ruined because of  E.A.  In the end, the Ficketts give in to the pressure of the parish and their neighbors and give E.A. back to the adoption agency.  This decision also has repercussions for the whole family.  Age:  15 m/f.

16.)
Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry. New York: Puffin Books,1976.(276 pp.)

Story line:  Cassie Logan recalls one year of her childhood in Mississippi in the 1930s, when she was nine.  During this year, she experiences Klan violence, burnings and public humiliation by a white girl.  She also becomes aware of the importance of owning land.  Cassie’s family are independent landowners and they must struggle hard to keep their land which gives them a sense of pride and belonging and holds the family together. Their land  also gives them the courage to resist the white people and organize a boycott against local white shop owners responsible for the burnings.  In the end, there is a victim, the children’s friend T.J., but the family sticks together, and there is hope since whites and blacks worked together to fight a fire in the cotton fields.  This is the first volume of the Logan family saga.  Age:  15-17 m/f. 

By the same author:  Let the Circle Be Unbroken and The Road to Memphis.

FANTASY/MAGIC

17.)
Babbit, Natalie.  Tuck Everlasting.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company: 1975. (139 pp.)

Story line:  The Tuck family has been doomed to or blessed with eternal life after drinking from a magic spring.  They spend the rest of their lives trying to hide their secret.  Once a year they all meet at the magic spring.  This year is, however, different because Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret.  The Tucks take her home with them and try to explain their situation to her.  The situation becomes even more complicated when a businessman finds out about the spring and plans to use Winnie to advertise the magic potion.  Mae Tuck shoots the businessman and ends up in jail.  In the end,  only Winnie can save her by sneaking into the jail and changing places with her.  Age:  15-17 m/f.

18.)
Banks, Lynne Reid.The Indian in the Cupboard. New York:Avon Camelot,1982.(181 pp.)

Story line:  On Omri’s birthday he receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard and an old key, which turn out to be a magical combination that cause the plastic Indian to come to life.  Omri can’t keep this information a secret and confides in his friend, Patrick, who in turn buys a plastic cowboy so that the two can play cowboys and Indians.  However, due to engrained prejudices the two plastic figurines do not get along and their rivalry results in the Indian shooting the cowboy with his bow and arrow.  In the end, they reconcile and become blood brothers.  Omri and Patrick realize the great responsibility they have for the figurines and decide to let them return to their worlds.  This is the first book in a 5 book series.  Age:  13-14 m.

By the same author:  The Return of the Indian, The Secret of the Indian, The Mystery of the Cupboard, The Key to the Indian.

19.)
Barker, Clive,  The Thief of Always.  New York:  HarperTrophy, 1992. (213 pp.)

Story line:  Ten-year-old Harvey Swick feels like he is being eaten up by the great gray beast of February so when Rictus promises him adventure and a world where there is always sun, he jumps at the opportunity.  In the other world, Harvey experiences all four seasons and their holidays every day.  All of his desires are met by the house of a thousand wishes and soon Harvey forgets the world he left behind, but as the days pass, Harvey starts to become discontent and realizes that he is actually being kept prisoner by the house and its keepers.  Harvey is finally able to escape but when he returns home, he discovers that 31 years have gone by and that he has been robbed of this time with his parents.  Together with another boy, he decides to go back to the house and retrieve that lost time one way or the other.  Age:  14-15 m/f.

20.)
Joyce, Graham.  The Web Spiderbite.  London:  Orion Children’s Books, 1997. (98 pp.)

Story line:  The year is 2027.  Pupils attend Webschool and spend most of their free time in virtual reality.  While working on a school project in the labyrinth program on an Edutainment site open to everyone, the Tech-Rat Conrad is bitten by a spider.  This surprises him as spiders only protect sites off-limit to children.  Together with the other Tech-Rats Chloe and Paddy and the Webcop Ariadne, he is determined to find out what is behind the savage spider.   They soon find out that the labyrinth is part of the business and technology front of a world-wide fundamentalist religious group called the Planetologists.  The group plants false memories in young people who visit the labyrinth.  Their plan is to give everyone the same memories so that they are easier to manipulate for their religious cause.  The only way the Tech-Rats can stop their  plan is to plant a virus in the system. This book includes a Webspeak-Glossary and is part of a series.  Age:  16-17 m/f.

21.)
Lowry, Lois.  Gathering Blue.  New York:  Dell Laurel-Leaf, 2000. (215 pp.)      

Story line:  Kira, an orphan with a  twisted leg, lives in a world of the future which has regressed instead of moving forward technologically. In Kira’s world the weak are cast aside.  She is saved from this fate by the ruling Council of Guardians who discover that she is a talented weaver.  Her talent  brings many privileges but she also begins to realilze that there is a dark side to her society.  She must decide whether she will stay and use her position to bring peace to her world or leave it behind. Lowry intended this book to be a companion to The Giver.  Age: 15-18 m/f. 

22.)    Lowry, Lois.  The Giver.  London:  HarperCollins, 1994. (180 pp.)

Story line:  Jonas lives in a utopian society:  everyone has a job for which he or she is suited emotionally, physically and mentally; the elderly as well as new born babies are lovingly cared for; every family has a mother, father, and two children, one of each sex; and there is much laughter, no rudeness, no crime and no disease.  However, Jonas begins to see his world differently when he is given his life’s assignment.  He is to be trained to become the ‘Receiver of Memory’, the most respected job of all.  In Jonas’ society, the people do not want to be burdened with memories, but they also do not want to make decisions or changes which, in the past, have led to disaster so they assign one person to keep all the memories of history, their own and that of all societies.  Jonas receives the memories from the present Receiver through all of the senses. Jonas learns of war and hate, of snow and trees and colors, all of which are not present in his society. He also learns of the horror all around him.   Age:  15-18 m/f.
23.)
Pullman, Philip.  The Golden Compass.  New York:  Ballantine Books, 1995. (351 pp.)

Story line: Lyra grows up in strange surroundings.  She is a young girl who lives among scholars in Oxford and is left to spend her time unsupervised.  Her closest companion is her daemon, Pantalaimon, a small creature who takes the form of various animals and is the physical embodiment of her soul.  One day she overhears talk about magical dust found in the Arctic.  At the time, she does not know that this magical dust is part of her destiny and that she will play a role in who has control over it.  Lyra soon leaves Oxford and goes on a life-threatening journey to the Arctic.  On her way, she gets help from clans, gyptians and armored bears. This book is the first in the series. Age:16-18 m/f. 

By the same author:  The Subtle Knife and The Ruby in the Smoke. 

24.)
Rowling, J.K.  Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.  London:  Bloomsbury, 1997. (223 pp)  http://www.mikids.com/harrypotter http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyi/rowling.htm
Story line:  Eleven-year-old orphan Harry Potter lives with his aunt, uncle and their son, Dudley, who are nonmagical people (Muggles) and treat him very badly.  They know that he is a wizard and try to hide this information from him but without success.  Harry gets a place at Hogwarts, a boarding school for apprentice wizards and witches, where he is a celebrity and learns about his family’s past.  He also fights against Lord Voldemort an evil wizard who killed his parents and wins.  By defeating Voldemort, he saves the Philosopher’s Stone from falling into the wrong hands.  Age:  16-18 m/f.

By the same author:  Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban,  Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire,  Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, and Harry Potter and the Half-blood Prince.

25.)
Stine, R.L.  Goosebumps.  Chicken Chicken.  New York:  Scholastic, 1997.  (112 pp.)  http://place.scholastic.com/Goosebumps/index.htm

Story line:  Crystal and Cole moved to Goshen Falls, a small country town, because their parents, who are computer programmers, had always dreamed of leaving the city, i.e., New York, and living in a farm house.  The family does not have a farm but does have chickens, which the family members take turn feeding.  One day Crystal and Cole bounce into the mysterious Vanessa at the store and knock her groceries out of her hands.  They do not excuse themselves or help her pick up the mess but continue on their way.  However, they do look back once and see Vanessa putting a spell on them by saying ”chicken, chicken”.  Soon after both realize that they are acting like chickens and even growing feathers.  This book is part of the Goosebumps series.  Age: 15 m/f

26.)  Thompson, Kate.  Switchers.  London:  Red Fox, 1997. (199)

Story line:  Tess harbors a secret that she is afraid to share with anyone - she has the power to change herself into another creature.  However, when her family moves to a new town she discovers that she is not the only person with the ability.  Another Switcher, Kevin, makes contact with her and asks her to accompany him on a journey to save the world from becoming an arctic refrigerator.  On this journey, they experience life as rats, albatrosses and dragons.  They also realize how much power they possess if they put their minds to it.  This book is part of a series.  Age: 15 m/f.

By the same author:  Switchers 2 - Midnight’s Choice.

GROWING-UP (female adolescent)
27.)
Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Speak.  New York:  Penguin Books, 1999.  (198 pp.) www.writerlady.com

Story line:  After a traumatic event that occurred at a party during the summer before her freshman year at  high school, Melinda Sordino slowly loses her ability to speak.  Her self-imposed isolation along with the fact that her friends will not talk to her because she busted the party by calling the police makes her the high school outcast for the whole academic year.  It is only when Melinda comes to terms with what happened on that fateful day that she finds her voice again and can put what she experienced into words. Age:  15-17 f.

28.)
Banks, Lynne Ried.  Alice by Accident.  New York: HarperCollins, 2000. (183 pp.)

Story line:  This novel gives an outside and inside view of almost-10-year-old Alice Elizabeth Williamson-Stone through the British girl’s two journals.   One, her school notebook, is meant to be read by her English teacher; it contains Alice's composition assignments, along with her teacher's comments. The other is Alice's private notebook, in which she writes her autobiography. Alice explains that she came "by accident" to her single mother, who has only recently finished putting herself through law school, and how she has never met her father. She also tries to figure out the difficult relationship between her Mum and Gene, Alice's paternal grandmother, a wealthy actress who loves Alice but can no longer see her.  Age:  13 – 14 f.
29.) 
Bauer, Joan.  Rules of the Road.  New York:  Penguin Books, 1998. (201 pp.)

Story line:  Sixteen-year-old Jenna Boller is a hardworking pupil and the best employee at her branch of Gladstone’s Shoes.  She has also learned to take on certain responsibilities at home to help out her single mom and protect her younger sister.  But when Jenna’s father shows up drunk during her working hours and begins to phone her continuously at home, her situation becomes too hard for her to handle.  So she is more than happy to accept Mrs. Gladstone’s offer to be her chauffeur all summer long which becomes a cross-country adventure from Chicago to Dallas.  On this trip both women learn a lot from each other and about their own inner strengths.  Age: 15-17 f.

30.) Brasheres, Ann.  The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants.  New York:  Delacorte Press, 2001. (294 pp.)

Story line: As four lifelong friends (Tibby, Carmen, Bridget and Lena) prepare to spend their summers apart, they discover that a pair of second-hand jeans looks good on all of them, despite their different builds. After this revelation, they promise to rotate the jeans among themselves and to record their favorite adventures on the pant legs at the end of the summer. These magical pants serve as a substitute friend for each girl as she is tested throughout the summer, from Carmen, who goes to visit her father only to find out he's engaged to a woman with two teenage kids, to Tibby, who befriends a precocious 12-year-old cancer victim. Even though they are separated for most of the summer, the friends communicate their love and understanding for one another in letters which give the novel a realistic touch.  Age: 14 – 17 f.
By the same author:  The Second Summer of the Sisterhood and Girls in Pants:  The Third Summer of the Sisterhood.

31.)
Cabot, Meg.  The Princess Diaries.  London:  Macmillan Children’s Books,  2000. (230 pp.)  www.megcabot.com

Story line:  Mia Thermopolis lives with her mother in Greenwich Village and has just started her freshman year at high school.   Her mother thinks that she is repressing her feelings and so she gives her a diary to write down her thoughts in.  In her diary, Mia writes about all of the problems that plague teenage girls:  appearance, having a crush on the most popular boy, embarrassing moments, etc.  Then one day her father shows up and informs her that since he is unable to have anymore children, she is the sole heir to the throne of Genovia.  This news comes as quite a surprise because Mia did not even know that her father is a prince.  From this moment on,  Mia’s life is turned upside down.  Age:  15-16f.

By the same author:  The Princess Diaries: Take Two, The Princess Diaries: Third Time Lucky, The Princess Diaries:  Mia Goes Fourth, The Princess Diaries:  Give Me Five and The Princess Diaries:  Six Appeal.

32.)
Danziger, Paula.  United Tates of America.  New York:  Scholastic Books, 2002.(123 pp.)

Story line:  Eleven-year-old Skate Tate hates changes and in the moment everything seems to be changing: she is now at middle school, her classes are more difficult and her group of friends seems to be drifting apart.  Luckily, her Great Uncle Mort (GUM for short) is around to help her deal with everything.  But when he unexpectedly dies, Skate feels abandoned and resentful.  After his funeral, she finds out that her uncle left her family a considerable amount of money and that he wanted them to use this money to go traveling, his favorite past-time.  Her family chooses Plymouth, Massachusetts as their first destination and learn a lot about themselves along the way.  Skate documents all of the events of the year in her scrapbook which is included in the book.  Age:  14-15 f.

33.)
Fine, Anne.  The Tulip Touch.  London:  Puffin Books, 1996. (168 pp.)

Story line:  When Natalie first meets Tulip, she finds her exciting.  She feels no need for other friends and does not care that other people are upset by Tulip’s bizarre games.  But when Tulip’s games become more sinister, Natalie decides it is time to break the bond between them before it is too late.  Age:  14-15 f.

34.)
Martin, Ann M.  The Baby-sitters Club.  Claudia and the Phantom Phone Calls #2. New York:  Apple Paperbacks, 1986. (153 pp.) 
http://www.scholastic.com/annmartin/bsc/index.htm  

Story line: Four seventh grade girls (Kristy, Claudia, Mary Anne and Stacey) form a club that does baby-sitting and each has a function in it from President to Treasurer.  They have experienced some strange adventures but the mysterious phone calls they have been getting while baby-sitting have made them all feel uneasy. They think it’s the Phantom Caller, a jewel thief who’s been working in the area.  In the end, they realize that it is a boy in their class who wants to ask Kristy to the Halloween Hop.  There is a series of Baby-Sitters Club books.  Age:  14-16 f.

35.)
Paterson, Katherine.  Jacob Have I Loved.  New York:  Harper Trophy, 1980. (244 pp.)

Story line:  Sara Louise Bradshaw lives on an isolated island in the Chesapeake Bay with her parents and her beautiful, talented, popular twin sister, Caroline.  All her life,  Louise has felt like her sister has robbed her of proper schooling, her parents’ love, and even her best and only friend.  With time, Louise realizes that the only way she can find happiness is by discovering who she really is.  By finding her inner resources, Louise is able to forge a successful life of her own.  Age: 16-18 f.

36.)  Sones, Sonya. What my Mother doesn’t Know. London:Dolphin Paperbacks, 2003.(258 pp.)

Story line:  This novel is written in separate free verse poems which are woven into a coherent narrative  and tell  the story of 14-year-old Sophie as she tries to come to terms with her soap opera-addicted mother, distant father and her crushes. Luckily, she has her best friends Grace and Rachel who give her needed support.  However, when Sophie’s best friends go away for the holidays, she must come to terms with her life on her own.  She gets to know the school geek, Murphy, better and falls in love.  She also begins to realize that she needs to look below the surface to understand people and their situations. Age: 14 – 17 f.

37.)    Uchida, Yoshiko.  A Jar of Dreams.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company,1981. (131 pp.)

Story line:  Rinko’s family is first generation Japanese American living in California during the depression.  The family works hard to make ends meet and places great importance on education. When Rinko’s parents begin to have problems paying the bills, Mama decides to open her own laundry mat which is greeted with threats and violence from the competition.  However, through Aunt Waka’s encouragement, Rinko’s family not only finds the strength to stand up for their rights but also to pursue their dreams.  Age:  15-16  f.

38.)
Ure, Jean.  See You Thursday.  London:  Puffin Books, 1991. (175 pp.)

Story line:  Marianne has very little contact to other girls in the sixth form, she has no boyfriend and her marks have been going down.  When her mother announces that they will be taking in a blind lodger to help pay the bills, Marianne fears she will lose her privacy as well.  However, Mr. Schonfeld turns out to be a complete surprise. He is witty, musically-talented, good-looking and appreciates Marianne for who she is.  In addition, her reputation at school as well as her relationship with her mother improve as well with him by her side. Age:  16-18 f.

39.)
von Ziegesar, Cecily. Gossip Girl. London: Bloomsbury, 2003. (199 pp.) www.gossipgirl.co.uk

Story line:  Serena has unexpectedly returned to her high school in New York City after a year of boarding school and rumors are flying about why she is back.  Her best friend, Blair, is especially unhappy about Serena’s return because she fears she might lose her boyfriend Nate to her.  Other classmates find it exciting just to spread gossip about her colorful past. Serena decides she has to look for other friends if she is to survive.  Age:  16-18 f.

GROWING-UP

40.)
AVI.  Nothing but the Truth. A Documentary Novel.  New York:  Avon Books, 1991. (212 pp.)  http://www.avi-writer.com/

Story line:  Philip Malloy does not like English and makes this very clear in Miss Narwin’s classes. When he gets a ‘D’ in English for the term and finds out that this disqualifies him from the track team, he sets out to make Miss Narwin’s life difficult in hopes of being transferred out of her English class and homeroom.  He is very disruptive in homeroom and hums during the national anthem which is against school rules. After being sent to the assistant principal’s office twice and refusing to apologize for his actions, he is suspended for two days. Philip’s parents are satisfied with his side of the story and turn to Mr. Griffen, their neighbor campaigning for the school board, for support. The situation gets completely out of control and within days there are newspaper articles and reports that Miss Narwin is unpatriotic and unjustly punished Philip. In the end, only one person wins.  Mr. Griffen becomes a member of the  school board.  Age:  16-18 m/f.

41.) 
Brooks, Bruce.  What Hearts.  New York:  Harper Trophy, 1992. (202 pp.)

Story line:  Asa proudly returns home on the last day of first grade with a report card full of A’s only to discover that his parents have decided to get a divorce and that his mother has already made travel plans for them back to her hometown in North Carolina. This is the first of many moves for Asa who becomes an expert at learning to fit in and making new friends. He also learns how to deal with his stepfather who is a bully and his mother’s depression.  After Asa’s family decides to stay in one town for 3 years,  he decides to risk falling in love.  Age:  15-16 m/f.

42.)
Chbosky, Stephen.  The Perks of Being a Wallflower.  New York:  Pocket Books, 1999. (213 pp.)

Story line:  Charlie is a freshman who shares his story of what it is like to grow up in high school through his letters.  He is an insightful observer of those around him and prefers to play it safe by standing on the fringes of life.  Charlie also tries to come to terms with a traumatic experience he had as a young boy and which he has suppressed his whole life.  It is only by facing the truth that he can begin to take an active role in the world around him.  Charlie’s is a modern-day coming-of-age story.  Age:  16-18 m/f.

43.)
Conly, Jane Leslie.  While No One was Watching.  New York:  Harper Trophy, 1998. 

            (233 pp.)

Story line:  Frankie, Earl and Angela are sent to their Aunt Lula’s for the summer while their dad tries to get back on his feet financially and find a new home for them.  Although the children are not happy about the arrangement, they try to make the best of it until Lula starts drinking and one day does not come home.  Being the oldest, Earl feels responsibility for his younger siblings and so he joins his cousin Wayne in stealing bikes for money.  But when Wayne decides to go a bit further with his money making schemes, Earl feels torn.  Age:  14-15  m/f.

44.)
Creech, Sharon.  Walk Two Moons.  New York:  Harper Trophy, 1994. (280 pp.)

Story line: Sal’s mother has left for Lewiston, Idaho without any explanation and not returned.  Sal’s grandparents decide to drive out west with her to retrace her mother’s journey.  On the cross-country trip, Sal entertains them with a story about her friend, Phoebe, whose mother also disappeared.  While telling Phoebe’s tale, Sal’s own story begins to unfold. It is a story of a thirteen-year-old girl who longs to be reunited with her mother.  Age:  15 -17 m/f. 

45.)
Creech, Sharon. Chasing Redbird. London:  Macmillan Children’s Books, 1997. (209 pp.)

Story line:  This novel is a sequel to Walk to Moons.  Zinny Taylor has many brothers and sisters with whom she has to share everything.  Fortunately, her Aunt Jessie and Uncle Nate  have time to dote on her and give her the feeling that she is special.  Her discovery of a long-forgotten trail in the woods near her home also gives her something to be proud of.  However, when her Aunt suddenly dies and her uncle seems to lose his sanity, Zinny’s world falls apart.  She begins to put it back together as she unearths her trail stone by stone.  Zinny is determined to complete the trail and in the process she unravels the hidden secrets of her aunt’s life. She also begins to feel special when Jake, a boy from their village, starts to show interest in her and not her older sisters. Age: 15 – 17 m/f.

46.)
Creech, Sharon.  Bloomability.  London:  Macmillan Children’s Books, 1998. (212 pp.)

Story line:  During her first life, Dinnie moved around with her family from one corner of the USA to the other as her father looked for the right opportunity.  However, after Dinnie’s younger brother started getting in trouble with the law and her sixteen-year-old sister got pregnant, her mother decided overnight to send her to an international boarding school in Lugano, Switzerland where her uncle is the headmaster.  This move overseas marks the start of Dinnie’s second life.  Although Dinnie is initially against this big change in her life, she settles in and meets other 

thirteen year olds from all over the world.  She also realizes that this year in Switzerland is ‘her opportunity’.  Age 15-17 m/f.

47.)
Deuker, Carl.  Heart of a Champion.  New York:  Avon Books, 1993. (168 pp.)

Story line:  Seth and Jimmy meet on a baseball field and because of their love for the game of baseball, they immediately become best friends.  At first Seth seems to be the one who has a difficult life. His father died when he was young and his mom has to work hard to be both breadwinner and single parent.  He must also work very hard to even make it on the lower league baseball team. However, Jimmy’s situation is much more delicate. Although he has no problems to play baseball and is always a winner on the field, he has to cope with his parents’ divorce, his father’s violent tempers and alcoholism and his problems with alcohol.  Jimmy’s life slowly spins out of control and he dies in a car accident leaving Seth with having to come to terms with the loss of Jimmy and the death of Seth’s father. Seth does so by writing down what happened. Age:  16-17 m.

48.)
Gibbons, Alan.  The Lost Boys’ Appreciation Society.  London: Dolphin Paperback, 2004. (166 pp.)

Story line:  14-year-old Gary, his older brother John and their Dad are lost without Mum who died in a car crash. Soon after, Gary’s life spins out of control and he has a few brushes with the law.  Wrestling with the GCSEs and his first romance, John finds himself carrying the burden of trying to cope with Gary and his father who is struggling to fill the void left by his wife’s death. Age: 14 – 17 m/f.

49.)
Oates, Joyce Carol. Big Mouth & Ugly Girl.  London: Collins flamingo, 2003. (273 pp.)

Matt Donagh's (Big Mouth) life suddenly changes when he is wrongly accused of planning to blow up his high school. Although there is no evidence he was going to do this, he gets suspended from school for three days. Matt’s friends are advised by their parents not to get involved, for fear that they could also fall under suspicion themselves.  Only Ursula Riggs (aka Big Ursula, Ugly Girl) a girl he barely knows, is willing to speak up on Matt’s behalf.  When Mat comes back to school his life is not what it used to be. He is ostracized and no one is his friend. Then Ursula comes back into his life. Under normal high school clique circumstances, Matt and Ursula would have never made a connection. But through Ursula's sense of what is right and her acting upon it; and despite her parents objections, 

Ursula and Matt become a couple.  Age: 15-17 m/f.


50.)
Paterson, Katherine.  Bridge to Terebithia.  New York:  Harper Trophy, 1977.  (128 pp.)  http://www.terebithia.com/

Story line:  At first, Leslie disgraces Jess by outrunning him and all the other boys on the playground.  However, soon they become inseparable and with the help of Leslie’s powerful imagination create Terebithia, a magical kingdom where they rule as king and queen and let their imaginations run.  Then one day Leslie goes to the woods alone and has a fatal accident.  Only when Jess can come to grips with this tragedy does he finally understand the strength and courage Leslie has given him.  Age:  15 m/f.

51.)  
Rosoff, Meg.  How I live Now. London:  Penguin Books, 2004. (211 pp.)

Story line:  15-year-old Manhattan native, Daisy, is sent to England to stay at her Aunt Penn’s country farmhouse for the summer with Edmond and her other cousins.  Daisy's cousins seem to have an almost telepathic bond, and she is mesmerized by Edmond and soon falls in love with him.  After spending some carefree weeks, the cousins’ world is changed forever when Aunt Penn becomes stranded in Oslo and terrorists invade England and begin a year-long occupation. When soldiers take over their farm, they send the girls off separately from the boys and Daisy becomes determined to keep herself and her youngest cousin, Piper, alive.  During the occupation, Daisy goes from being a self-centered teen to a courageous survivor.  Age: 15- 17 m/f.
52.)
Spinelli, Jerry.  Wringer. Not all Birthdays are Welcome.  New York:  Harper Trophy, 1997.  (229 pp.)
Story line:  On Palmer La Rue’s ninth birthday, he is on top of the world.  A group of boys he longs to be a part of shows up for his birthday party.  He is also given the treatment by the local bully and has a bruise to show for it.  But soon Palmer realizes that there is also a downside to his turning a year older, namely that his tenth birthday is not far away.  Turning ten in his hometown marks the day when a boy is ready to take his place as a wringer which is an honor and tradition.  Palmer does not see anything positive about this tradition; he feels it is wrong but he is afraid to stand up for what he believes and thus become an outsider.  Age:  14-15 m/f.

53.)
Tashjian, Janet.  The Gospel According to Larry.  New York:  Dell Laurel-Leaf, 2001.  (227 pp.)  www.thegospelaccordingtolarry.com    www.janettaschjian.com

Story line:  Seventeen-year-old Josh Swensen has always wanted to make the world a better place.  Under the alias of Larry, he achieves his goal by posting sermons on anticonsumerism on his web site.  Larry soon has a large following of adults and teens, but there is also a downside to his fame:  someone wants to find out who is the mastermind behind the web site.  Josh starts to feel trapped in his own creation and when the truth comes out, he has to go to drastic measures to save himself.  Age: 16-17 m/f.

HISTORY
54.)
Beattie, Geofrey. The Corner Boys.  London: Indigo, 1999. (219)

Story line:  This story takes place in a working-class neighborhood in Belfast before the cease-fire.  James is seventeen and a high school dropout.  He spends his free time with his friends on the corner where they observe members of the loyalist paramilitaries.  However, when his best friend joins one of the loyalist organizations, James’ world becomes more complicated and he does not know who he can really trust.  The situation becomes even more complicated when he gets involved with a Catholic girl.  Age: 17-18 m/f.

55.)
Blos, Joan W.  A Gathering of Days.  New York:  Aladdin Books, 1979. (144 pp.)

Story line: Catherine Cabot Hall is a young teenager coming of age in the 19th century in New Hampshire.  In her diary, she records both hardships of pioneer life and its many joys.  Even as she struggles with her mother’s death, her father’s eventual remarriage, the question of slavery and her best friend’s death, Catherine’s spirit remains positive and uplifting. Age:  15-16 f. 

56.)
Gibbons, Alan.  Caught in the Crossfire.   London:  Dolphin Paperback, 2003. (296 pp.)

Story line:  In the aftermath of September 11th, the Patriotic League sees their chance to win back Great Britain for the British.  They begin by running in the local elections in a poor, racially-divided industrial town and by recruiting young men like Daz and Jason who are looking for trouble and Liam who feels misunderstood, especially by his older brother, Mike.  Mike is the complete opposite of his brother and longs for the day when he can leave home and make something of his life.  When he meets Rabia, a British Muslim, he starts to find meaning in his life.  But their relationship is not accepted by many people, including Tahir, Rabia’s brother.  As the racial tensions increase,  the young people find themselves caught in a series of tragic events which change their lives forever.  Age:  15-17 m/f.

57.)
Speare, Elizabeth George. The Sign of the Beaver.  New York:  Dell Publishing, 1983.

(135 pp.)

Story line:  Matt’s family has purchased land in Maine, and it is Matt’s job to guard the house and corn patch until his father returns with the whole family.  Matt soon runs into trouble. The chief of the tribe rescues him from a swarm of bees and in return asks Matt to give his grandson, Attean, English lessons so that Attean can learn to fight against the white man with his own weapon, e.g., language. At first Matt feels like Robinson Crusoe who has to teach the ”savage”.  In fact, he uses the novel, Robinson Crusoe to teach Attean how to read.  However, he soon realizes that he can learn a lot from the Indians, i.e., how to survive in the wilderness without guns and to respect nature.  In the end, Matt has to decide whether he will move on with the Indians or wait for his parents. Age: 15-16.

58.)
Vick, Helen Hughes.  Walker of Time.  Boulder, Colorado:  The Court Wayne Press,  

               1998. (205 pp.)

Story line:  This is the second book in the trilogy.  A fifteen-year-old Hopi Indian boy, Walker Talayesva and an archaeologist’s son, Tag, travel back in time 800 years to Walker’s ancestral home.  There they discover that the Hopi are threatened by drought and illness and are in need of a leader to the fertile mesa.  Walker and Tag  use their wisdom and knowledge from today’s world to help the tribe.  The novel  is believable as the author has very good knowledge of the Hopi and their land.  Age:  15-16 m. 

By the same author:  Walker’s Journey Home and Tag Against Time.

MEMOIRS

59.)
Tarbox, Katherine.  KATIE.COM.  London:  Orion, 2000.  (196 pp.)

Story line:  This is a true story about the first prosecution for sexual harassment of a minor arising from a web contact.  During the summer before she began 8th grade, Katie started a love romance in an on-line chat room with Mark who was 10 years older than her.  Despite the age difference, their relationship grew and within a month they were having regular telephone calls.  Katie was attracted to Mark because he was a ‘kind and intelligent soul’ and he recognized her ‘as someone different from a typical thirteen year old’.  He also encouraged her and made her feel loved.  After 6 months Katie agreed to meet ‘Mark’ at a hotel where her swim team and mother were staying for a swim meet. However, when she went to his room, she discovered that he was a 41 year old pedophile. After this encounter, Katie’s mother pressed charges which led to 2 years of  FBI interviews, polygraph tests, court appearances and much more. Age: 15-17 m/f.

60.) Winick, Judd.  Pedro and Me. Friendship, Loss, and What I learned. New York: Henry Holt, 2000.(180 pp.)

Story line:  In this cartoon memoir, Judd Winick, a struggling cartoonist, tells the story of his friendship with Pedro Zamora, a Cuban immigrant who became an AIDS educator and activist after his HIV diagnosis at the age of 17.  Judd and Pedro became friends after being selected for the cast of the third season of MTV's The Real World, in 1993.  In this novel, the author shares his own preconceptions about AIDS, his experience on The Real World, and Pedro's battle with AIDS and death in November 1994.  Age: 15-18 m/f.

SHORT STORY COLLECTIONS
61.)
Canfield, Jack, et al.  Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul. Deerfield Beach, Florida:  Health Communications, 1998. (www.hci-online.com and www.chickensoup.com)

The Soup Series  is a collection of stories and poems written by stars and also young people.  The pieces deal with topics that are important for young people in their teens and are meant to reach out to young people without giving them the feeling of being judged or criticized.  The authors feel that each book is a handbook for young people on surviving and succeeding during their exciting teens while keeping their humor intact.  Age:  14-18 m/f.

62.)
Canfield, Jack, et al. Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul I /II. Deerfield Beach, Florida: Health Communications, 1997 / 1998..

63.)
Erdoes, Richard and Ortiz, Alfonso eds. American Indian Myths and Legends.  New York:  Pantheon Books, 1984.

This is an exhaustive collection of 160 American Indian myths from 80 tribal groups.   The tales are of creation and love, of heroes and war, of animals, tricksters and the end of the world.   Age: 14 - 18 m/f.

64.)
Freese, Peter. ed. Growing up in a Multicultural Society.  Nine American Short Stories.  Munich:  Langenscheidt-Longman, 1994.

This book is a collection of 9 American short stories that deal with growing up in the USA and represent Jewish-American, African American, Chicano, Asian-American and Native American voices.  This book also includes comprehension questions for each story and a glossary.  Age:  14-18 m/f.

65.)
Gallo, Donald R. ed.  Connections.  Short Stories by Outstanding Writers for Young Adults.  New York:  Bantam Doubleday, 1989.

This book is a collection of 17 short stories written just for this publication.  In comparison to other books from this series, the dominant theme is romance.  More than half of the stories deal with boy-girl relationships.  Other issues are:  self-image, conflicts with parents, relationships with peers and interactions with teachers.  The stories are categorized under the themes:  Encounters, Clashes, Surprises and Insights.  Other volumes of short stories edited by Gallo include:  No Easy Answers, Time Capsule, Join In – Multiethnic Short Stories, Sixteen and Visions.  Age: 15-18 m/f.

66.)
Jiménez, Francisco.  The Circuit.  Stories from the life of a Migrant Child.  Albuquerque:  University of New Mexico  Press, 1997.  

This book is a collection of autobiographical stories which are independent but intertwined.  Francisco Jiménez recounts episodes from his family’s life as Mexican migrant workers in the USA as they move from one labor camp to the next over a number of years.  Although his family faces many hardships and lives in poverty, they do not give up hope and finally endure.  Age: 14-18 m/f.

67.)
Masters, Anthony.  True Survival Stories.  Bristol:  Siena, 1998.

This book is a collection of 24 true survival stories.  Other books in this series are:  True Mystery Stories, True Sea Stories and True Horror Stories.  Age: 15-17 m/f.

68.)
Rico, Barbara Roche and Mano, Sandra.  American Mosaic.  Multicultural Readings in 
Context 2nd ed.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1995.

This is an anthology which provides a historical, social, cultural and literary context for its multicultural readings.  Each chapter starts with a historical and cultural context to lend better understanding to the stories and poetry.  The book includes written pieces by early immigrants, Chinese immigrants, African Americans, Puerto Ricans, Japanese Americans, Chicanos, American Indians and new immigrants.  Age: 16 – 18 m/f.

69.)
Roman, Trish Fox.  Voices Under One Sky.  Contemporary Native Literature.  
Freedom, CA:  The Crossing Press, 1994.

This is a collection of contemporary short prose, poems and songs by 44 Native North American authors.  The literary pieces are categorized under the themes:  elements of mystery, finding a way, standing up, warriors, family ties and the trail of our past.  Age:  15-18 m/f.

70.)
Wheatley, Nadia ed.  Landmarks.  London:  Puffins Books, 1991.

This is a collection of 9 different stories that all take place in Australia. The young adults in each story have a special experience in their lives which becomes their own Landmark. Age:  15-18 m/f.

SPECIAL NEEDS

71.)
Barrie, Barbara.  Adam Zigzag New York:  Bantam Doubleday, 1994. (181 pp.)

Story line:  Adam Brody is a talented and privileged New Yorker who experiences severe learning and emotional problems caused by dyslexia. He feels stupid and the endless rounds of psychological, neurological, and intelligence testing as well as unsympathetic teachers ill-prepared to assist a child with learning differences only make his situation worse and increase the tension at home.  Adam's life continues to spiral downward and by his early teens, he spends his afternoons smoking marijuana with his friends. However, when one of his so-called friends burglarizes the Brody's apartment, and he has an extremely frightening experience using LSD, Adam finally decides to enroll in a boarding school and gets his life back on a healthy course. The novel is told from two viewpoints: Adam’s and his sister, Caroline’s.  Age: 14-15 m/f.
72.)
Conly, Jane Leslie.  Crazy Lady!  New York:  Trophy Newbery, 1993. (180 pp.)

Story line: Vernon feels lost and misunderstood.  The only person who understood him was his mother and she is dead.  One thing he still likes to do is agitate the neighborhood drunk, Maxine, and her mentally disabled son, Ronald.  However, through Miss Annie, a retired teacher, he gets to know both of them better and he even puts on a neighborhood carnival to help raise money to buy tennis shoes for Ronald for the Special Olympics.  Through his contact with these outsiders, he finds himself. Age:  15 - 17 m/f.

73.)
Haddon, Mark.  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time.  London:  Vintage, 2004.  (272 pp.)

Story line:  Fifteen-year-old Christopher Boone who has Asperger’s Syndrome recounts how he found a neighbor’s dog murdered and the investigations he undertook to find the culprit.  Through his detective work, Christopher discovers more than he and the adults in his life bargained for.  He also gives readers insight into the autistic mind.  Age:  15 –18 m/f.

74.)
Trueman, Terry.  Stuck in Neutral.  New York:  Harper Tempest, 2000.  (114 pp.)

Story line:  Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel has cerebral palsy and is confined to a wheelchair.  He cannot voluntarily move a muscle – he cannot even move his eyes and is dependent on the people around him.  Due to his physical state, Shawn is unable to communicate with the outside world which his father finds very difficult to accept, especially since he fears that Shawn may be suffering and want a release.  For this reason, Shawn fears his life may be in danger.  The story is narrated by Shawn and he gives readers the chance to see the world through his eyes.  Age:  14-16 m/f.

VANDALISM & VIOLENCE

75.)
Coleman, Michael.  Tag.  London:  Orchard, 1998. (202 pp.)

Story line:  Pete and Motto have known each other for as long as they can remember and both have different reasons for why they have kept up their friendship.  Motto needs Pete’s loyalty while Pete needs Motto because he accepts him even with his stutter.   The boys have always pulled harmless pranks but they become more dangerous the older they become.  When they start spraying graffiti in territories that belong to the Sun Crew, things get out of control and Motto almost loses his life.   Age:  15-17 m/f.

76.)
Corimier, Robert.  We All Fall Down.  London:  Puffin Books, 1991. (194 pp.)


www.webenglishteacher.com/cormier.html

Story line:  One night Buddy and some friends had been out drinking when they decided to have some fun by vandalizing a home.  While they are trashing the interior of the Jerome’s house, Karen Jerome walks in unexpectedly and becomes a victim of their violence.  When her family arrives home, she is unconscious and it is uncertain when she will awake from the coma.  After this act of violence, no one’s life is the same.  The Jerome’s try to put their lives back together but are constantly reminded of the attack.  Buddy breaks off contact with his friends and tries to deal with his guilt by drinking.  He also has a short-lived relationship with Karen’s older sister until she finds out that he was involved in the trashing.  There is also the Avenger who witnessed the break-in  and plans to take revenge on the trashers.  Age :  16-18 m/f.

By the same author:  After the First Death, The Chocolate War, Beyond the Chocolate War and  I am the Cheese.

77.)     Gardner, Graham.  Inventing Elliot.  London:  Dolphin Paperbacks, 2003. (183 pp.)

Story line:  Teased by bullies at his old school, 14-year-old Elliot is determined to reinvent himself at his new high school, Holminster High.  He watches himself carefully every moment and shapes himself to be noticed just enough in the right way. Ironically, his strategy backfires when the Guardians (the secret three who use control tactics taken from George Orwell’s 1984 to terrorize Holminster High) select him as one of their successors. After school, Elliot finds a friend in outcast Ben, but both boys know they can never acknowledge each other at school. When Elliot falls in love with bright, outspoken Louise, he feels he must wear yet another identity for her. As Elliot begins to lose control over his situation, he find himself forced to make a crucial decision that could cost him dearly.  This novel 

has been compared to Robert Cormier’s The Chocolate War. Agr:  15-18 m/f.


78.) Strasser, Tod.  Give a Boy a Gun. New York:  Simon Pulse, 2000. (194 pp.)

Story line:  Gary Searle and Brendan Lawlor are sophomores at Middleton High School who have had enough of being harassed and bullied by  most of jocks at their school, especially by football player Sam Flach.  Armed with guns they stole from a neighbor, Gary and Brendan storm a school dance, booby trap all the doors with homemade bombs, and prepare to take revenge on their fellow classmates. When it is all over, Sam Flach is alive (but without any hope of a future football career), Gary has killed himself, and Brendan is in a coma, after being beaten almost to death by other students who managed to disarm him. Consisting of short, related statements from students, parents, school administrators as well as Gary and Brendan, the novel attempts to give a voice to the countless sides of the school violence.  Age: 15 – 17 m/f.
Formularende

