Marking and Giving Feedback

My goal: The purpose of my feedback and marking is to help the students improve their English.

1. Use rubrics for different text-types (assessment scale)
Vocab and Language errors:
Not every mistake is important. Don’t drown them in red ink.
· Age and level of achievement: Focus on 5-7 important errors or problems
· Focus on fluency or accuracy: Reading diaries versus grammar practice
· Language focus or content/organizational focus

· Testing vs. learning

· Teacher feedback –  feedback from peers
· Tip: Help students focus on a few important errors and understand the problem. Error work must be more than correcting a mistake. It must include finding a rule. In order to do this it is helpful to:

· Mark errors that students should be able to correct themselves. Do not give them the correct version – make them think and ask friends or the teacher for help.
· Give hints in form of keywords. (e.g. Habit! Or “NOW!” if you want to point the student’s attention to the correct usage of the present simple or present progressive. Use the keywords from David Newby’s Grammar – if the students are familiar with the notional concepts.)
· Students should NOT write the wrong version again. We never look back, we want to remember the correct version only. They write:

I get up at 6 o'clock. 

(HABIT! I do it regularly – simple form)

· Give correct solutions or improvements for stylistic problems or vocab.errors. If possible give a short explanation: E.g: “You find a clock on the churchtower but you war a watch around your wrist.”

Error books or file cards (Vocab. Box)









Words I know well







Words I know






New words I want to learn
· Pros: one item per card (always a short sentence) Only difficult expressions need to be reviewed, not long lists of known words.

· Ss touch the cards (brain activity !!!),  better focus on one item

· cards can be used for sorting and matching activities etc. 

· Pros: one item per card (always a short sentence) Only difficult words need to be reviewed, not long lists of known words.

· Ss touch the cards (brain activity !!!),  better focus on one item

· cards can be used for sorting and matching activities etc. 

· Ss "customize" their cards using one of the following tasks

Content and organizational errors:
Start by pointing out something positive, then  suggest ways of improving the text. 
Use numbers or letters to mark passages you want to comment upon. Writing comments at the end of the paper is less invasive than writing long comments in the margin or between lines.

Avoid sweeping, general comments – be as clear and precise as possible. What exactly needs to be improved? Where are you confused? What did you expect? Where were you surprised?...

Wherever you are confused or surprised ask the question you have on your mind. 

e.g.: Comment in a story: 

1. I am a bit lost here. I thought John was eating breakfast at home. Now he seems to be talking to a friend. How did he meet him? Where is he now?

Be respectful. Feedback is meant to help the writer improve their text. Critical comments always hurt, but they needn't kill.

Avoid the color red. It's more aggressive than other colors.

Compare and discuss the following comments: 

A: Your essay is disorganized and incoherent. I cannot see your point.

B: It is sometimes difficult to follow your arguments. See my marginal comments and questions for details.  To convey your opinion more clearly construct each paragraph according to our standard rule: Topic sentence + supporting arguments + summary sentence and/or link to the next paragraph. Concentrate on three to four main arguments rather than listing a mixture of pro and con ideas.

This is a sensitive and thoughtful short story! It would be nice to hear more of the conversation between mother and daughter. When the mother-daughter mold is broken, you mention that a friendship evolves. Yet can this be a friendship comparable to others? Can this be called a friendship or is it something more? Addressing such questions would enrich this story which is, as it is, very mature.
Organization: It's often unclear who is speaking. Use names to make your story clearer.

ad 4: To better convey the transition between mother talking to daughter, start a new paragraph here. 

Content: 

You have written a sad and melancholic story! I read it and want to say "No, it cannot end like this.  The narrator has to learn how to fly too! Otherwise it's much too sad and hopeless. The narrator needs to realize, from this image of the seagull flying against the wind, how the human can find the strength to fly with his or her spirit against the violent wind!"

Vocab and Style: 

The student wrote: A strong wind goes up and the seagull can no longer stand it and goes up back into the air and floats.

Comment:  Instead of "goes", words like "blows", "gusts," "howls", "rushes" would enrich your story.  Is the seagull thrown up into the wind? Does it rally float, or must it flap its wings desperately to stay airborne? A bird can fly, soar, glide, dive, angle into the wind; a balloon floats.
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