Our Goal

"We educate children in order to change their behavior by changing their view of the world. We want to change the way they perceive the world they live in, not so that they will carry out our purposes, but so that they can formulate their own purposes, and estimate their value."

(Barnes, D. 1976: From communication to curriculum. Harmondsworth: Penguin.

An autonomous learner

(David Little)

· understands the purpose of his/her learning program

· explicitly accepts responsibility for his/her learning

· shares in the setting of learning goals

· takes initiatives in planning and executing learning activities

· regularly reviews learning and evaluates its effectiveness

How do we get there?

"You can't become autonomous without being autonomous." (David Little)

Vygotsky defines the notion of the zone of proximal development as: "the distance between the actual developmental level as determined by independent problem solving and the level of potential development as determined through problem solving under adult guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers.

(Vygotsky, L. 1978. Mind in society. The development of higher psychological processes. Cambridge, MA, & London: Harvard Univ. Press.)

Concluding Summary:

· Learner autonomy involves awareness, responsibility and reflection

· We can become autonomous only by being autonomous

· We develop our capacity for autonomous behavior through interaction with others.

· The more developed our autonomy, the better we can contribute to and benefit from the interdependent processes of social living, including all forms of learning.
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