	The Ultimate Weight Loss Program
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	Do you  have a problem with obesity and just don’t have the willpower to stick to a diet. Do so called diet pills just cause you to put on even more weight. This ‘METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR REDUCING OBESITY’ will make you slim and trim in no time. Aimed at reducing the desire for food the device is an inflatable  elastomeric bag which partially fills the stomach so as to produce the sensation of being "filled- up." Figure 3 shows the bag in position within the stomach. Figure 6 shows how the bag is filled with air, water or other liquid via a tube inserted through the nasal cavity. 

Patent : US 4,133,315  Date : 1979 

Inventor:   Edward J. Berman et al. 


Survival of the Thinnest

Diet Expert and “Consummer Weekly” reporter Jukan B. Slim’s report on the Slim-Bag 5000.

From MTV music videos, billboard advertisements and commercials to Hollywood movies and Bollywood shows – from TV presenters to models and IT-Girls:  everyday we are bombarded by images that remind us of the fact that our society strives for one thing, above all: beauty.  In itself this is nothing bad, as a sense for beauty has always been a sign of culture.  But on the verge of the 21st Century this trend is leading to a boom in the sector of dubious weight-loss devices.  One of these devices is the “Slim-Bag 5000,” featured on all major homeshopping channels.  But despite the image that the anorexic showmaster and his scraggy female assistant paint of this device it is in fact an ineffective and potentially dangerous tool that was forbidden in certain countries due to its carcinogenic effect.


As with most products directed at the huge market of those who feel or are obese, the Slim-Bag doesn’t solve the patient’s problem, it only gets rid of the symptoms on a short-term basis.  Overweight is, except for some rare cases of genetic defects, caused by bad nutritional habits, lack of exercise or an unhealthy lifestyle in general.  But instead of providing useful and enduring information or help, this US-patent makes the matter worse by contributing to the consumer’s ignorance towards the real problem.


A further problem arises with the way the Slim-Bag functions.  In order for the bag to be positioned correctly in the patient’s stomach, complicated surgery has to be performed.  As stated by MD Pulja Liverrout from the Boston Medical Centre: “It is an eight-hour surgery.  We have to open the breast cavity, expose the gastrointestinal tract and perform an open-body gastroscopy on the patient in order to determine the exact size of the bag needed.  Then we have to intersect the pyloric orifice and insert the bag with a laser-navigated probe.  This is a dangerous operation, because the patient might lose too much gastric acid to digest normally after that.”  Due to these risks, many countries have already banned the device.  Amongst the first to forbid “Slim-Bag” was Austria’s minister for health.


But the risks related to the implantation of the bag are not the only threats to the patient’s health.  Even if the operation runs well, the consumer’s body might still take damage.  As shown in an investigation, directed by MD Jack Nosital from Paunchyville General Hospital, about fifty percent of the patients that survive the surgery complain about constant ill-feeling, nausea, stomach cramps and some have even been diagnosed with stomach haemorrhaging, gastronenteritis or stomach cancer.  In combination with gastric acid, the elastomere of the bag can form dangerous chemicals that harm the tissue and damage the patient’s entire digestive tract.

Considering these medical problems, the superficial effect of the product, and the fact that it has been banned by many health departments all over Europe shows clearly that the “Slim-Bag 5000” is not worth the paper this essay is written upon.

Jukan B. Slim

(Clemens Schreiner, 2007)

