Work with a partner and read the following student essay. Then summarize each paragraph in one sentence (write your paragraph summaries in the right margin). What/where is the thesis statement? Underline it. 

Fill in a peer evaluation sheet for this essay.

Tobacco Advertising and its dangerous effects on young people.

       Tobacco Advertising Makes Young People Their Chief Target 

      Everyday 3,000 children start smoking, most them between the ages of

 10 and 18. These kids account for 90 percent of all new smokers. In fact,

 90 percent of all adult smokers said that they first lit up as teenagers

 (Roberts). These statistics clearly show that young people are the prime

 target in the tobacco wars. The cigarette manufacturers may deny it, but

 advertising and promotion play a vital part in making these facts a reality

 (Roberts). 

      The kings of these media ploys are Marlboro and Camel. Marlboro uses a

 fictional western character called The Marlboro Man, while Camel uses Joe

 Camel, a high-rolling, swinging cartoon character. Joe Camel, the "smooth

 character" from R.J. Reynolds, who is shown as a dromedary with complete

 style has been attacked by many Tobacco-Free Kids organizations as a major

 influence on the children of America. Dr. Lonnie Bristow, AMA (American

 Medical Association) spokesman, remarks that "to kids, cute cartoon

 characters mean that the product is harmless, but cigarettes are not

 harmless. They have to know that their ads are influencing the youth under

 18 to begin smoking"(Breo). Researchers at the Medical College of Georgia

 report that almost as many 6-year olds recognize Joe Camel as know Mickey

 Mouse (Breo).  That is very shocking information for any parent to hear. 

    The industry denies that these symbols target people under 21 and claim

 that their advertising goal is simply to promote brand switching and

 loyalty. Many people disagree with this statement such as Illinois Rep.

 Richard Durbin who states " If we can reduce the number of young smokers,

 the tobacco companies will be in trouble and they know it "(Roberts). So 

 what do the tobacco companies do to keep their industry alive and well? 

 Seemingly, they go toward a market that is not fully aware of the harm that 

 cigarettes are capable of.  

     U.S. News recently featured a discussion of the smoking issue with 20

 teenagers from suburban Baltimore. The group consisted of ten boys and ten

 girls between the ages of 15 and 17. When asked why they started smoking,

 they gave two contradictory reasons: They wanted to be a part of a peer

 group. They also wanted to reach out and rebel at the same time. " When you

 party, 75 to 90 percent of the kids are smoking. It makes you feel like you

 belong," says Devon Harris, a senior at Woodlawn High. Teens also think of

 smoking as a sign of independence. The more authority figures tell them not

 to smoke, the more likely they are to pick up the habit (Roberts). The

 surprising thing is that these kids know that they are being influenced by

 cigarette advertising.

     If these kids know that this advertising is manipulating them, why do

 they still keep smoking? The ads are everywhere, especially in

 teen-oriented magazines, such as Rolling Stone and Spin. The ads also fuel

 some of the reasons the children gave for starting. They represent

 rebellion, independence, acceptance and happiness. These are all the things

 a young person, between childhood and adolescence, needs and desires. This

 type of advertising, on top of peer pressure, is the mystery behind the

 rise in adolescent smoking. 

     How do we stop the future of America from smoking? Here are three

 things that the experts recommend. Try to convince your children that

 smoking is not cool. Talk to your kids at a young age about the dangers of

 smoking. Identify family members who smoke and ask them to stop (Thomas).

    Children are the most valuable commodity we are given in life. Let's try

 to educate them while they're young to be independent thinkers and to not

 be swayed by the tobacco companies who are trying to take advantage of

 their mind and body. 
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Abuse of the Innocent 
Work with a partner. Read the following student essay and evaluate it using a peer editing form. Then revise and improve it. 

Is it right to force a mouse to live it's live in a laboratory cage to test anti-cancer drug? How would
you like to be squeezed in a cage with many other animals, not being able to touch the grass, run

around and play, smell the flowers, or go for a walk in the warmth of the sunshine? Animal cruelty is

wrong because we are hurting the Innocent. Animals experience and feel pain, fear , anxiety, stress,

depression, boredom, joy and happiness. Animals are very intelligent, some even learn our own

language. Most people experience their first bond with an animal. Not only do they bring a

companion and a friend into our lives, but also unconditional love and comfort. Pet shops and puppy

mills mass produce, kennels are overcrowded and dirty, with very little nutrition. Cats/dogs are held

in metal cages and lead miserable lives breeding continuously. Animals suffer and are neglected,

some are sold to research laboratories. A large number of animals are raised for slaughter each year.

A cow "has a natural life span of twenty- five to thirty years, but only survives for an average of

five".1 An estimated "seventeen million raccoons, beavers, bobcats, lynx, coyotes, muskrats, nutria,

and other animals are trapped each year in the United States for fur".2 They suffer from unbearable

pain for several hours before their lives are ended by the trapper's club. Is the price of live worth the

price of fur? Psalm 104, 27-30. All creatures depend on you to feed them throughout the year: you

provide the food they eat, with generous hands you satisfy their hunger. You turn your face away,

they suffer. You stop their breath, they die and revert to dust. You give breath, fresh life begins, you

keep renewing the world. Disections have been practiced in biology classes for many years. Critics

accuse some teachers of killing and argue that disection teaches nothing but cruelty. Nothing is

learned by cutting up an animal that cannot be learned from photographs or drawings. Children do

not learn about the human body by killing and disecting a person, they learn from diagrams and

textbooks. Vivisection means "cutting alive". It is a worldwide practice involving millions of animals.

Scientists say that vivisections may not necessarily be painful. Every living being with a brain, spinal

column, and central nervous system feels pain. Animals were not created for entertainment. What do

zoos really teach children? The animals are stolen from their natural habitats and are brutally

transferred. They suffer from boredom and have natural needs such as running, climbing, flying, and

natural mating. All of the magic and glitter of the circus hides the true animal cruelty. Several animals

are confined to small cages, muzzled, and repeatedly whipped in training. They are declawed, have

their teeth removed, and drugged to be obedient. Military research on animals include monkeys,

baboons, rats, guinea pigs, sheep, dogs, cats, rabbits, and mice. "... when I see my closest relative

locked in a restraining box, his head filled with electrodes, and all he has got to reach out to you is

with his eyes, then how can we respond to that if we close ours?".3 Weapons are tested on innocent

animals, nerve gas, bullets, and bombs are all used. "One sad insight is gleaned from this statement,

made by a Porton workman who lost his bearings: 'I thought I was ill, I thought I was seeing things.
It was a little monkey enclosed In a glass cage. Its eyes seemed to be falling out and it couldn't

breathe. It was in dreadful, dreadful distress. I forgot everything and went near it and said something

to it, and it buried its head in it's arms and sobbed like a child. I never slept that night, and the next

day managed to go back to the same room, but it was nearly finished by then. It had sunk to a little

heap at the bottom of the glass cage.'."4 Animal cruelty is wrong, we are hurting the innocent.

Cruelty of animals can be stopped, not only do we have to open our eyes, but open our mouths as

well. Read a book, write a letter, join a group or start a group, either way, an animal will be grateful

for the chance of a happy life. 
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                    DRUG ABUSE

                            In the United States of America, we, the people value several things, some of which are freedom, expanding and taking care of our families and our financial security. 

                    We, the people, take such things for granted. We also discourage some behavior, such as 

                    crime, laziness and use of illegal drugs.  Drug abuse is one of the most discouraged 

                    behaviors in our country.  Use of illegal drugs is  harmful to the userand all those with 

                    whom  the user comes in contact.  There are over 40 million illegal drug users in the world 

                    today and America is the biggest market for drugs1 .  There are more drug dealers in this 

                    country, than there are dentists.  Illegal drug abuse must be stopped; it hurts our society, 

                    hurts us, and, most of all, hurts the user.  Drug users are parasites,  

                    feeding off society's money, taxes and insurance. Every type of insurance goes up because 

                    of drug abuse, including auto, health and homeowners.  Worst of all, the crime rate 

                    will sky rocket if we let this behavior continue.  Illegal drugs and their abusers are a 

                    plague to society for many different reasons..

                            Drugs have very harmful effects on the user and the people with whom the user 

                    interacts. The user is affected in many ways.  The most popular drug in America, alcohol, 

                    is generally thought of as socially acceptable and relatively harmless.  But it can have 

                    devastating effects.  Alcohol might seem very harmless but  it 

                    can harm the user very easily.  Alcohol is easy to obtain and consume.  It is taken as a 

                    beverage and, since it is legal, it can be purchased at the corner store. The immediate 

                    effects on the user  are relaxation and a slight anesthetic effect.  Alcohol is a very 

                    addictive drug.  There are more than 18 million alcoholics in America2 , an indication of 

                    how widespread its harmful effects are.  Alcoholics normally drink a lot on mornings and 

                    weeknights, at times which separate them for noraml "social" drinkers.  Often, the alcohol 

                    will bring out a violent temper and often, alcoholics abuse, physically and mentally, their 

                    friends and family.  Drinking makes the drinker feel he is more confident.  The drinker  

                    thinks he is  in control, even if a little high, and he might get behind the wheel of his car and 

                    go for a drive.  Drunk driving is deadly.  Hundreds of thousands of people get killed 

                    every year due to drunk driving.  Other physical effects of drinking are vomiting, passing 

                    out and sometimes, if enough alcohol is consumed over a long enough period of time, or if 

                    mixed with other drugs, death. 

                            Marijuana is a popular, and illegal, drug.  Its largest consumers are young adults. 

                    Marijuana is smoked in a pipe or rolled in a cigarette.   Thirty-seven percent of people 

                    between ages 12-17 have tried marijuana.3

                    Marijuana gives a slight buzzing feeling of light-headedness. Experimentation with 

                    marijuana is dangerous because studies show that 60% of people who smoke marijuana on 

                    a regular basis move on to try harder drugs soon after.4  Marijuana tends to diminish the 

                    ambition and motivation in the user.  In the long run, it may cause lung cancer and other

                    respiratory problems.

                            Cocaine is another popular, illegal, street drug.  Cocaine is snorted or smoked as " 

                    crack"(a cheaper and, as a result of being so affordable,  more addictive way). Cocaine 

                    gives the user a sense of well-being and extra energy.  Cocaine is one of  the most 

                    dangerous drugs. In 1995, over 500,000 emergency room accidents were cocaine- related.5  

                    Cocaine is one of the worst drugs  because it causes respiratory illness and kills mucus 

                    membranes. 

                            Heroin is the most addictive dangerous illegal drug  on the streets. You'll become 

                    a so- called "junkie" if you use it.  It affects the hygiene and  personal appearance of the 

                    user a great deal, because nothing is as important to the user anymore as where that next 

                    hit will come from. Heroin is injected and sometimes snorted.  It causes great euphoria, 

                    but also nausea and vomiting.  Like any street drug, its user does not know what potency 

                    he is getting from batch to batch.  Therefore, there is always the risk that he will overdose 

                    and die.  Withdrawal from heroin can cause severe  illness and death. 

                            Drug abuse leads to all sorts of other crimes. Drug addicts need money to support 

                    their habits, and all users, addicts or casual users, are careless and reckless when under 

                    the influence.  Drug users commit property crimes, such as robbing a house or a store. 

                    Drug users also commit personal crimes, like mugging, armed robbery and even murder. 

                    Drug use, itself, can be a crime.  It makes innocent citizens  scared to walk out of their own 

                    homes, in their own neighborhoods.

                            Drug abuse is a plague to society. Drug abuse drains society's resources by 

                    requiring that taxes be spent on funding enforcement agencies, educational programs and 

                    treatment facilities and  on prosecution of drug users and dealers.  Drugs hurt  future 

                    generations of citizens, because drug abuse, particularly of marijuana, is predominantly a 

                    problem among teens and teens are our future.  Our society is hurt economically because 

                    every year millions of American dollars leave this country illegally, invested in places 

                    such as Turkey and Colombia, as a result of Americans trafficking in the drug trades of 

                    those countries.

                            Drug abuse must be stopped.  We should attack the supply and demand. We 

                    should keep drugs from entering the country and incarcerate dealers and smugglers. To 

                    attack the demand, we should educate young people on the risk of bodily harm, 

                    mental harm and the damage to family and relationships. Legalization of some less harmful 

                    drugs, such as marijuana, might help reduce the crimes associated with them, but it would 

                    be hard to regulate and legalization  would only eliminate some of the direct criminal 

                    results,  not the actual  harm of the drug.

                            Drug abuse is  a plague to society and must be stopped. It is hurting our country 

                    by causing increased crime and soaring insurance rates, stealing tax dollars, hurting 

                    families, and hurting children.  If fighting drug abuse were made a top priority, we could 

                    probably wage an effective war, through education and enforcement of laws, to stop drug

                    abuse.  
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