Proposal Submission Form


Thank you very much for your interest in the conference “The Answer is Learner Autonomy! - Issues in language teaching and learning” held in Graz, June 1st and 2nd 2012

Please e-mail the completed form to anja.burkert@uni-graz.at. Deadline for proposals: January 15th 2012

1. Contact Information 

Title: Dr.
Name: Elisabeth Pölzleitner
Affiliation: K-F Uni Graz, Anglistik, and Graz International Bilingual School
Country: Austria
Email Address: lis@polzleitner.net
IATEFL Membership number (if applicable): 22561
IATEFL Learner Autonomy SIG member? no

2. Details of other presenters

Title / Name / Affiliation / Country / Email Address
IATEFL Membership number (if applicable):
IATEFL Learner Autonomy SIG member?

3. Proposal details

a) Title of proposal (12 words maximum): 
Creative Booklets: The pedagogy of the blank sheet
b) Type of proposal: Workshop
A) Talk (20 minutes plus 10 mins. Q&A)
B) Workshop (60 minutes: short input by presenter plus concrete tasks for participants to carry out)
c) Short summary of proposal for the website and brochure (around 150 words):
In this workshop we will explore creative reading and writing projects based on the concept of Hannelore and Helmut Zehnpfennig’s pedagogy of the blank sheet. In these projects learners are presented with blank pages or booklets and asked to fill these at their discretion, showing their understanding of at topic or book. Rather than guiding their thinking by elaborate tasks and worksheets, the students are thrown back at themselves and their own understanding of a topic. The results are stunning and open a window into the learners’ minds.



d) More detailed description of the presentation (for the selection process ­ no more than 500 words):

As described above, the idea is based upon the pedagogy of the blank sheet and invites the learners’ creative solutions to a problem or task. The concept can be used both for reading projects as well as content or writing projects in any subject. Rather than guiding the learners’ thinking or restricting them by highly guided tasks and questions, the learners are invited to deal with a topic actively and creatively. Instructions may vary from totally open, such as “show how you have understood the book”,   to semi-guided, where some tasks are required and other pages can be filled at the learners’ discretion.
The projects can be used at any age-level or level of proficiency.
In the workshop the basic steps and the rationale of these projects will be presented. In the second part examples of student work will be presented and discussed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The following links show some of these projects done by my students. (Ctrl-click on the links to open them or paste them into your browser.)

Creative booklets for reading projects
http://epep.at/?page_id=1293

Creative booklets for other topics

Middle Ages
http://epep.at/?page_id=1554

Tall Tales 
http://epep.at/?page_id=1700

Jack the Ripper (the Industrial Revolution)
http://epep.at/?page_id=1828

4. Equipment requests

The following equipment will be available in all rooms: 
PC, Projector, Whiteboard and marker pens

Please make other requests here:


Thank you for your submission! We will let you know if your proposal has been accepted by February 17, 2012. 
