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Re: Letter of reference for Dr. Elisabeth Pölzleitner 



I have known Dr. Pölzleitner for a number of years in a variety of capacities: as a student of English, as my son’s classroom teacher, and as a colleague with whom I have conducted a number of in-service teacher development courses. In 2009 she accepted my invitation to join the team of teachers at the Department of English Didactics of the Institute of English Studies and she has proved to be a highly valued member since that time, whose work is greatly respected both by her students and her colleagues. 

What makes her work of exceptional quality are, first, the breadth of topics in which she has considerable expertise: testing and assessment, the teaching of literature and culture, developing writing skills, computer-assisted language learning, implementing principles of learner autonomy, communicative grammar are all topics in which she possesses a high degree of expertise. 

Second, she has the outstanding ability to move her work in these areas forward into genuinely innovative directions. Third, her capacity to communicate her innovative ideas to her students and colleagues, for example, by creative use of her own homepage, ensures that her work achieves maximum impact. Fourth, she is always proactive in participating in a range of cooperative projects, at both a national and international level, which ensures that her innovative ideas are spread to others working in the field of language teaching. It was these abilities that led to her being awarded the ELCH award (E-learning Champion of Graz University) in 2012. Not surprisingly, she is much in demand in in-service teacher development.

Her outstanding ability to initiate and implement important content-based measures, her exceptional organisational skills and her ever-apparent idealism, industry and vision are personal qualities which ensure that her innovative work is put to maximum effect. 
I have no hesitation in recommending her most warmly for this award.
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