English for Specific Contexts




English for Specific Contexts: Schedule

	Session
	Topics
	Homework

	1
	Intro, "The City of ELT" 

What is ESP?


	Define your course target group by next week.

Read one of the text samples on needs analysis and course design. Highlight important information and be prepared to present the content of your text in session 2.

Write your “name poem”

	2
	Basic steps of course design

· Needs analysis, target situation analysis

· CERF levels


	Do a needs analysis for your target group and formulate a few relevant teaching objectives. Write a course description.

Go to the ISZ library
 and copy 3  sample tasks that are in some way relevant for your target group

(note sources). Choose 2 tasks that you find meaningful and one task that you do not like.

	3
	Formulating goals and teaching objectives

Bloom’s Taxonomy


	Plan your course-outline and formulate goals and a few specific objectives for your target group.

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Lesson planning:

 A: Identification of Learning Objectives 

Context: B: Aims and Needs 
	

	4
	ESP materials

· Evaluating published materials

· Adapting published materials
	Choose and adapt 2-3 exercises or tasks that are relevant for your target group.

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Resources
	

	5-6
	Designing materials: focus on vocabulary expansion 


	Design  one vocab. expansion task for your learners.

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Methodology: 

F: Vocabulary 
	

	7-8
	Designing materials: focus on oral work
	Design one oral task for your target group

	9
	Designing role-plays and simulations


	Design a small role-play for your target group

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Methodology: 

A: Speaking 
	

	10-11
	Designing materials: focus on reading


	Design one  reading task for your learners.

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Methodology: D: Reading 
	

	12-13
	Designing materials: focus on grammar


	Find one suitable grammar task for your 

target group.

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Methodology:E: Grammar 
	

	14
	Focus on Listening


	Find a suitable listening task for your group

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Methodology:C: Listening)
	

	15
	Special focus on intensive courses


	

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Context:

D: Institutional Resources and Constraints
	

	15
	Course round-up and feedback session
	Complete your sample units.

Round up your mini-course to make it a positive, rewarding experience for your learners. 

	EPOSTL

Reflection  
	Resources: 

Lesson Planning: B: Lesson Content
	


Assessment and course requirements:

	Active participation in discussions, coming to class prepared
	

	Weekly tasks: EPOSTL reflections, needs analysis, defining objectives… 
	

	Short course (8-10sessions) for your target group. 

Plan the outline of the whole course (main topics and objectives for each session). Then choose 2-3 sessions and develop them in detail.
	


The following criteria will be used to assess your teaching materials:

	Quality of needs analysis
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Clarity and relevance of teaching objectives


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Variety of appropriate methods 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Layout and clear structure of materials


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarity of instructions (for teacher and student)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall impression and atmosphere created by the materials


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Language (idiomatic use of language, accuracy)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Your unit must include:

· a title-page and table of contents

· a short summary of the needs analysis + description of a few fictitious participants,

· a list of the main course goals 

· a course description advertising the course to potential participants (English or German, depending on the level of your participants)

· a course outline (table) including very specific objectives!!! Please do not write all the instructions and teacher’s notes into this table – it should fit on one or two pages.

· course materials for 2-3 sessions 

· Design the materials for your learners and organize them clearly.  Start with a box where you list the specific objectives of this session, include the worksheets and clear instructions for all the tasks.

· Add solution sheets where possible 

· For tasks that involve cards or puzzles etc. include the master-copy, not the cut-up cards.

· If you feel that some tasks need additional teacher’s instructions, print these on separate sheets and mark them clearly “FOR THE TEACHER”.

Please do not put your sheets in plastic pockets. This makes it difficult to write feedback comments on your sheets. 


Make a similar table for your course outline:

	Session 
	Main Topics
	Homework??
	Objectives (be specific)

	1
	
	
	Use verbs to describe each of the objectives

	2
	
	
	

	3…
	
	
	


English for Specific Contexts
Session I:

Introduce myself, course content and assessment (my objectives, department objectives)

	Name Poems 







Show them my name poem: 

Lis Pölzleitner

Literature passionate

Loving parent

Leeches and peas

Loathes passivity

Lis Pölzleitner


	or Red Indian Names

Running Zebra

Running: always busy, never rest, want to move, be active physically and mentally

Zebra: has excellent night vision and side vision = I have  a vision, I like to go my way on the side rather than mainstream middle path,

Classic fashion pattern of Zebra pleases me

Loves to be in the open, wild, sunshine, vegetarian, 


Variation:

choose a button: (don't show it to the others, put it in the center (plate or place-mat)

others reflect upon the qualities of each button/character. The "owner" then adds to or corrects these ideas)

Homework: Please write a name poem / Red Indian Name for yourself. (Use A5 card) Present it next time.

Name-cards: Write name on card (add poem by next time)

Intro and theoretical positions:
What is ESP? 

· read "The City of ESP". What is your reaction? Would you feel like a pioneer if you had to teach at a HTL? What are your associations with ESP, HTL, HAK, Engl. across the curriculum, or a bilingual school?


What do the abbreviations stand for?


What differences would you expect to find between an EOP course and an EAP course for doctors? In what ways do you think occupational and academic needs differ?

· Write down your own definition of ESP. List all the characteristics of an ESP course. Then read WS 2 and 3 and compare your own definitions with the 4 definitions from ESP literature.

· Discuss the definitions of ESP on WS 2 and 3. Which ones do you agree/disagree with? Can you spot any problems?


All language teaching should be based on learner needs. Thus in theory there is no difference between ESP and General English teaching; in practice, however, there is a great deal of difference. How far would you agree with this statement? What differences, either in theory or in practice do you think there are?

What is your background (methods of ELT)?  A language teacher’s menu

Use worksheet “Tasks and Methods”. Ss fill in the KWL grid (methods I know, have heard of but never tried, new methods)

Finish at home. Mark new items whenever you have learned or experienced them during the course.

Homework by next time: 

· Read + highlight one of the articles provided (needs analysis and course design)

· Define your target group for your sample unit

· (Tick off the Language Teacher’s Menu)

Session II

Intro round: Name poems

Groupwork: needs analysis and course-design

1. Ss meet in groups with same texts, discuss main features of their texts. (10min)

2. cross-group: groups share information on the four texts and design a checklist for course-design and needs-analysis.  Random group speakers present these checklists. All 3 are compared/completed. (20 min groupwork, then discuss...)

3. Discuss any open questions concerning needs-analysis

4. Go through these steps together using me (adults want to learn  Greek for holidays)

5. Hand out needs analysis checklist

Homework: 

· needs analysis for your target group, + formulate a few objectives (use checklist+ write  a course description

· go to ISZ and copy 3 sample tasks (relevant for your group). Choose two tasks that you find meaningful and one task that you do NOT like for some reason.

Session III

Ss bring materials from ISZ, I bring a few examples (In at the deep end, Meetings, Meanings into Words, Survival English…)

Outline session (explain importance of these outlines)

Peer conferencing course descriptions: 

Use peer-conf. sheet

Revise by next time, then hand in needs analysis, course description and course outline.

Brief round of presenting target groups and teaching objectives:

Feedback round : comments about defining target groups/ needs analysis/ formulating teaching objectives

What was easy?

What was difficult?

How to define/formulate goals: use Bloom’s taxonomy handout

Discuss importance of clear, achievable goals and criteria of achievement

Briefly discuss Bloom's taxonomy in the view of our own course.  (Find one example of each level in our ESC course.)

At home write a list of 'can-do' statements for your target group. (At the end of the course participants will be able to.......)

Choosing and adapting materials:

· Go through my checklist for “choosing suitable teaching materials”

· Discuss different approaches (structural, functional, notional)

· What do you know about these approaches? What are your personal experiences and preferences? How appropriate are these approaches for different target groups?

· Use my checklist and evaluate the materials you have found at the ISZ.

· Ss present their findings (good and bad examples + explain reasons)

· Tip: choose your textbook, don’t inherit it!!! Textbooks are not the Bible!!! Be critical, check alternatives or don't use a book at all.

HW: Make an outline for your mini-course.

Choose and adapt 2-3 tasks that are relevant for your target group. Bring finished worksheets to class next time. (Write a brief reflection explaining why you have chosen these ex, what you have changed and why.) Bring next time.

Session IV

Collect homework (needs analysis, course description and outline)

Rounding up the previous session:


Any questions… 

Oral activities: 

typology of exercises (explain basics)

try out as many games as possible

Homework: design your own oral  ex.

Pack:

In at the Deep End,

Discussions and Meetings

lots of oral ex books (incl. copied communication games- spiralbooks: ECG, ICG, ACG)

pairs (school doctor, faces, fruit and veg., genetic..)

bingo

snakes and ladders

triangles (mixed box)

twins

mixed objects for 3-dimensional shapes ex.


Game: BINGO 

shapes of everyday objects 

put objects on table

Ss chose 3(or 5) and write them down

I describe objects (shapes, materials, texture . not color!)

Ss tick off if they recognize their object

BIINGO who ticks off all three

follow-up: Ss bring one object to class next time and write a short description.

Objects are displayed, Ss choose 5 

Then descriptions are read out, Ss again tick off--- Bingo 

discussion slips (controversial statements) + a placemat or a basket and green/yellow/red glass nuggets

Use these utensils to show the Ss that the setting is really important! Nice, pretty materials, colors, symbolic items like the colored glass nuggets (green = I fully agree, yellow= depends, red = No!), how touching colored cards is different form doing a boring ex. on a sheet....

Oral Activities

Basic aims of oral activities:

· controlled practice of vocab. or grammar

· practicing speech functions

· developing fluency

Finding a stimulus:

· short texts, pictures, charts, graphs, ads, songs, buttons, small objects, building blocks,... anything goes!!! The more concrete the better. 

Remember: Touching objects, using your fingers... increases brain activity.

Appropriate topic: Do my students want to talk about this topic? 

Creating a reason to talk:

· information gap creates a communicative purpose

· role-play and simulation

Setting the scene:

· reduce pressure through pair-work, small groups,,

· lighthearted atmosphere

· random group-speakers (involve every student!)

· very clear instructions, tasks, goals

Types of oral activities: From controlled practice to free fluency exercises

Pairs and small groups

· pairs

· dominoes

· triangles

· bingo 

· twins

· What are the differences?

· Snakes and ladders and other board-games 

· information transfer (tables, diagrams, graphs)

· picture dictation/ instructions (building blocks, origami...)

· ranking exercises (NASA game, Job Prestige, A good teacher...)

· jigsaw tasks (e.g. town plans, story-parts, parts of a text)

· Problem solving activities (e.g.: hiring best employee, building a house/dam/road, planning a trip...)

Whole class or larger groups

· find someone who

· guessing games: one person knows sth. that the others want to find out. (Coffeepotting, What is it?, Guessing stories)

· interviews, questionnaires, opinion polls

· roleplay , simulations, debates: 

· define situation, problem and characters 

· open roles vs. defined roles

· group-work / plenary

Session V

peer conferencing oral exercises

reading exercises and grammar exercises : typology and practical examples
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