Oral Activities

Basic aims of oral activities:

· controlled practice of vocab. or grammar

· practicing speech functions

· developing fluency

Finding a stimulus:

· short texts, pictures, charts, graphs, ads, songs, buttons, small objects, building blocks,... anything goes!!! The more concrete the better. 

Remember: Touching objects, using your fingers... increases brain activity.

Appropriate topic: Do my students want to talk about this topic? 

Creating a reason to talk:

· information gap creates a communicative purpose

· role-play and simulation

Setting the scene:

· reduce pressure through pair-work, small groups,,

· lighthearted atmosphere

· random group-speakers (involve every student!)

· very clear instructions, tasks, goals

Types of oral activities: From controlled practice to free fluency exercises

Pairs and small groups

· pairs

· dominoes

· triangles

· bingo 

· twins

· What are the differences?

· Snakes and ladders and other board-games 

· information transfer (tables, diagrams, graphs)

· picture dictation/ instructions (building blocks, origami...)

· ranking exercises (NASA game, Job Prestige, A good teacher...)

· jigsaw tasks (e.g. town plans, story-parts, parts of a text)

· Problem solving activities (e.g.: hiring best employee, building a house/dam/road, planning a trip...)

Whole class or larger groups

· find someone who

· guessing games: one person knows sth. that the others want to find out. (Coffeepotting, What is it?, Guessing stories)

· interviews, questionnaires, opinion polls

· roleplay , simulations, debates: 

· define situation, problem and characters 

· open roles vs. defined roles

· group-work / plenary
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