B: We went to Cromer. 7
A: Was there much to do there?
B: Oh, yes! We went swimmin , ‘
fishing a few times and Debbie caught a
whole week!

g
Bei der Wabl der “‘simple’’-Form spielt fiir mich die Dauer der Handlung keine Ro
Die Ereignisse, von denen ich ergdble, kinnen sein: ;
kurg: Debbie caught a fish.
lang: The sun shone the whole week.

wiederholt: We played a lot of tennis. 3y
Past tense wird oft in Verbindung mit einer Zeit- oder Ortsbestimmung verwendet:

time: 1 was ill yesterday. I bought a new car last week.
place: I learnt a bit of English at primary school.

Communicative uses

1. Life story/Lebenslanf
Rickie Starr was born in London in 1952. He left school at theage of 16 and workeq ona
oil tanker for 3 years. In 1972 he formed a pop group called “The Shells” and their ver

first record was top of the hit parade.

2 Gossiping| Tratschen

A: What was Betty’s party like? :
B ice boys there. I wore my new dress and Steve spi

B: It was awful! There were no ni : . : ve st
orange juice all over it. There was nothing to eat. The music was terrible. I went horr

at nine o’clock!
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I tried to phone was he RS -
I called at your house 1 was g s e
I phoned | the dog was batking |

Ob man “past simple’”” oder ““past progressive” verwendet, héngt ausschliefflich davon ab, wel-
che Rolle die jeweilige Handlung in einem Satz oder Text spielt. Die “past progressive” kann
folgende Funktionen haben: ‘

a) Begleitumstande
When John arrived, I was having a bath.

b) Beschreibungen in einem Ergabhltext:
I'll never forget arriving at Dover. It was raining heavily and black clouds were
racing across the sky. People were hiding under their umbrellas.

| ¢) Zu einem bestimmten Zeitpunke:
At three o’clock this morning I was studying for my exam!

d) Einleitender Satg
I was looking for you yesterday. Where were youg
Hey! I was reading that newspaper! Give it back to me!

Communicative uses

1. Explaining and excuses| Entschuldigungen
A: Why didn’t you do your homework yesterday?
B: I was visiting my grandma in hospital. .
A: Why didn’t you come to the youth club last night?
B: 1 wasn’t feeling well. Besides, it was raining.

2. Stories: setting the scene/Stimmungsbild o 0
It was a peaceful May afternoon. The birds were singing 10 {
were flying from flower to flower. Old Mrs Graham was sittin
house. Suddenly a stranger appeared in front of her. ..

@D) Now try exercises 78, 80. '

the trees and the butterflies
g ina chair in front of her

81
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;;;/é* picht WicHE: ing my holidays! :
o od every day/ during it was raining.
L mmed(;t\ Ctr%mn{c every day becaisgs :
We stayed 2 o eaichitwas playing cards.
o h TV last night tching TV.
[ didn’t watc * ht because I was wa g

tds last nig

idn’t play ¢a :
L ert on the radio?

A: Did you enjoy the conc
B: 1 didn’t listen to 1L.

A: Why don’t you answet me?
B: Sorry, 1 wasn’t listening.

\
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Past simple and progressive in stories

Two minutes after the alarm was given the firemen arrived. Quickly they beganto
unload their equipment. The building was already hidden in a cloud of smoke and
flames were pouring out of the windows. A group of people were on the roof and
were shouting for help. Some of them still had their night clothes on. When they
sa“; the firemen, they all ran to the front of the building. Suddenly there wasa loud
explosion . . .

In einer Geschichte erfiillen die “‘past tense”-Formen drei Hauptfunktionen:

a) Was geschah: past simple

::z atlar}rln was gi}\;er;_; the firemen arrived; they began to unload their equip-
nt; they saw the firemen; they ran to the ilding;

e y front of the building; there was 2
b) Wie es war: past simple

The building was hidden i
roof; some had their nighltrl caloctl}(l)e:lsdo(r)lf Rk P i %

¢) Was nebenher passierte:

flames wer :
help. € pouring

Past progressive

out of the windows: 4 group of people were shouting for

exercise 81,

700 oy
Wken -U.\:_%
eart "“{Make »
happened  |f
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