Different forms of “If...“

(1)  Listen to this video on YouTube and try to look for sentences containing “if”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npuxoCb8IyY (4:28)

(2) Now, look at the text of the video (transcription) and try to underline all the “if”´s and tenses in the sentences!

Katie Melua: If you were a sailboat.
If you were a cowboy, 

I would trail you.

If you were a piece of wood,

I`d nail you on the floor.

If you were a sailboat,

I would sail you to the shore.

Nickelback: If everyone cared
If everyone cared and nobody cried,

If everyone loved and nobody lied,

If everyone shared and swallowed their pride,

Then we´d see the day when nobody died.

Gwen Stefani: Rich girl
If I was a rich girl,

See, I´d have all the money in the world.

If I was a wealthy girl,

No man could test me, impress me, 

my cash flow would never ever end,

Cause I´d have all the money in the world,

if I was a wealthy girl. 

Peter, Bjorn & John: Young Folks
If I told you things I did before,

told you how I used to be,

would you go along with someone like me?

If you knew my story word for word,

had of all my history,

would you go along with someone like me?

Enrique Iglesias: Hero
Would you dance,

if I asked you to dance?

Would you run and never look back?

Would you cry, 

if you saw me crying?

And would you save my soul tonight?

One Republic: If I lose myself
If I lose myself tonight,

It´ll be by your side.

I lose myself tonight...

Clean Bandit: Rather be
If you gave me a chance I would take it.

It´s a shot in the dark, but I ´ll make it.

Know with all your heart,

you can´t shake me.

When I am with you,

there´s no place I´d rather be.

Bruno Mars: Count on me
If you ever find yourself stuck in the middle of the sea,

I´ll sail the world to find you.

If you ever find yourself lost in the dark and you can´t see,

I´ll be the light to guide you.
Depeche Mode: Walking in my shoes
You´ll stumble in my footsteps,

Keep the same appointments as I kept,

If you try walking in my shoes,

If you try walking in my shoes.
50Cent: If I can´t 
If I can´t do it, homie, 

it can´t be done. 
Guy Sebastian: Like a drum
Sometimes I can´t remember,

if these ashes came from flames.

And if you relight these embers,

Would they just burn out again?

We can try, we should try

(3) Do these if sentences express wishes, regrets or possibilities? Discuss with a partner and take notes at the right side of the different song pieces.

(4) Now, search on your smart phones, tablets or on a school PC on YouTube! Look for your own favorite songs and find at least two songs with “If”-sentences in them. Copy them down and bring them to class. Are these sentences wishes, regrets, dreams, possible situations? We will discuss together what you found.

(5) Write your own short pop song about yourself and include at least 6 “If”-sentences. It can be about anything you like and can include the common pop song topics: love, money, happiness, life, future and the world.

For example: 

If you were like me, you would see the world with different eyes.

If you kissed me, you would feel I tell no lies.

My eyes are blue, but what do they tell you? 

If you did not look me in the eyes, we could together see the sky.
