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[bookmark: _Toc345918709]Aim
The present paper’s aim is to analyze grammar games and activities published on the internet. Its main attempt is to find internet sites with exercises that could be used for teaching grammar in class and to give suggestions for adaptations of poor exercises.


[bookmark: _Toc345918710]Introduction
There are numerous English grammar sites that offer exercises to learners of English. Basically, I have chosen two internet sites for the analysis, one as a good and one as a bad example. From each site, I will take a few representative sample exercises to prove my point.
For the analysis, I will be using the Quick Check Grammar Chart that we have received in the course. Thus, my analysis will be based on the cognitive learning stages and the pedagogical principles (Newby 2010: 19ff). Furthermore, I will take into consideration the communicative criteria for assessing grammar exercises (Newby 2010: 26). In this way, the question will be answered whether the chosen exercises would support learning.
A special focus will be laid on the question whether the exercises could be used for teaching in class or how they could be adapted for teaching.





[bookmark: _Toc345918711]Analysis
The first grammar activity that I am going to analyze is from the BBC LEARNING ENGLISH homepage. There is a section called “Grammar, Vocabulary & Pronunciation”, which offers different online exercises for English learners. Another section is designed for teachers where one can download material or do exercises with pupils online. In “Grammar Challenge”, there are worksheets for teachers on specific grammatical structures. I have chosen to analyze the speaking activity and worksheet on the will & going to future.

The learning aim is to understand the difference between will and going to and knowing how to use them. First, there is this speaking activity:
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
[image: ]
This exercise cannot be assigned to one particular cognitive learning stage. In a sense, it is awareness-raising. Pupils notice and focus on the different use of going to and will.  This would work best if the pupils were given the sample sentences first. However, it can also be assigned to the conceptualization stage. Pupils learn to understand the difference between the two different notions and build their hypotheses. However, this awareness raising and conceptualization mostly takes place when they read the instructions. When it comes to the speaking activity itself, it covers mostly the proceduralisation stage. Pupils tell their own ideas, but the task is scaffolded and pupils do not have to focus their attention on the grammar too much because there are only two possibilities. Either, they are talking about their plans, or they are making a plan about something they have not thought about yet.
In my view, this activity supports learning processes, as it involves several pedagogical principles. The depth of processing should work well, as pupils have to be mentally active. They do not only have to understand the difference between the two notions, but they also have to produce it and think of meaningful and real-life examples. This leads to the next pedagogical principle, the dual processing. Pupils do not only produce meaningless sentences without a context, but they encode their perceptions of the world into language. They think of concrete things they plan to do, which leads to the pedagogical principle personalization. This exercise is highly personalized because pupils are being encouraged to talk about their real life from their own perspective. Also, the process is authentic because the situation could take place in real life as well. Actually, pupils’ plans for the next days, especially the weekend, are something they often talk about. Therefore, motivation and commitment should be existent. As they talk to someone in class, interaction and social learning is being encouraged as well. Last, but not least, the activity does not test declarative knowledge, but falls into the procedural knowledge category.
All in all, the exercise could be used very well for communicative grammar teaching.  It is, however, important to consider that it teaches two notions at one time. The first notion is the “intentions and plans” (Newby 1998: 97) and the second is “deciding” (Newby 1998: 94). I would advise to teach both notions individually before using this task.
On the homepage, one can find a more detailed explanation of how to form the will and going to future, the Grammar Expert’s explanation. There are also ideas for using Grammar Challenge in class, which are not entirely supportive for learning. For example:
7. Scrambled Sentences – Take example sentences from the Grammar Expert’s explanation, and mix the words up. The students have to re-order the words to make correct sentences. After the exercise, students can look back at the Grammar Expert’s explanation and find the answers.

I doubt that the motivation and commitment would be very high in this case. I would not be interested in re-ordering words to make sentences which explain grammar to me. If it was an exciting story, it would be different. 
Another idea is a fill-in the gap exercise:
2. Gapfill – Give students the text of the Grammar Expert’s explanation, with key words blanked out. Students try to work out what the missing words should be, then listen / read and check their answers. 

A meaningful way in which this fill-in the gap exercise could be used, would be to hand out the sample sentences from the speaking activity above and to ask the students to make hypotheses about the difference of the two notions. Then it would be an awareness-raising activity and it would support depth of processing. Next, the teacher hands out the explanation, with key words blanked out, and the pupils fill in the missing words and check their answers with the teacher afterwards. This would support conceptualization, and the pupils would then probably be ready for the speaking activity in the proceduralization stage.
On the homepage, the program can also be downloaded in the form of an mp3. It includes an expert commentary and examples of a dialogue with a language learner. This is not very supportive for learning and too long, in my point of view. However, it could be useful for the teacher.
After doing the activities, there is a link to the quiz page to practice will and going to.
[image: ]
This exercise can also be done online. Its aim is to test one notion, the will future for making arrangements. However, one does not have to be able to form the will future, nor do they have to understand the grammatical item. There is no sense in using this exercise after the speaking activity above. I would rather use it before, in order to introduce the notion “deciding” (Newby 1998: 94) which is also used for making arrangements. It could be taken as an awareness raising activity. For example, the pupils first have to do the exercise, and then they have to find out what the sentences have in common. 
[image: ]
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The second quiz aims to test whether someone can use the will and going to future correctly. Pupils do not have to express their own ideas or interact with others. However, in each mini-dialogue, little contexts are created which supports the authenticity of language. I can imagine that this exercises could function as a kind of repetition of the notions “intentions and plans” and “deciding spontaneously” (Newby 1998: 94, 97).

The second internet site I am going to analyze is www.english-hilfen.de. This one could be compared to Smile. There are gap-filling exercises, sentences to be finished and multiple choice questions. They are exercises to test rather than teach. It seems that this has been done on purpose because there is one section that contains grammar explanations, and one section with exercises only. Next to an exercise, there is always a number which tells the years of learning English that are required.
The explanations are given in the traditional way. Only a small part focuses on the use of a grammatical item and the rest explains the form and gives examples. All in all, it is more confusing than helpful, even to someone like me who basically knows the grammar that is covered on this site.
This is an example of a grammar explanation of the conditional type III:
[image: ]


The exercises are basically all of this kind:
[image: ]
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Analyzed according to the criteria we have discussed in class, these exercises score very badly. They lack depth of processing and mental activity, dual processing, personalization, and pupils would perhaps not be very committed to do them. Exercise A is simply testing whether someone has learned the rules of how to form the different conditionals. There is no context given, which could be changed if there were some extra sentences given, for example in the form of a mini-dialogue.
Exercise B is confusing because the explanations for type I, II and III are so vague that one could think that not only type II, but also type III was a “condition in theory possible to fulfill”. For example, in theory Lisa could have got up earlier and then she would not have been late for work. 
A possible use for these exercises would be to take single sentences and make games.
For example, take sentence B 2: “What would you do if you saw a robber?” This sentence could be used as a starting point for a speaking activity. Each pupil gets a picture and then goes around in class and asks classmates questions starting with, “What would you do if…” After the classmate has responded, they swap their cards. After some minutes, the pupils sit down again and the teacher asks questions like: “What was one of the most interesting answers you got?”


Examples:
[image: http://express.howstuffworks.com/gif/wq-money-woman.jpg]   [image: http://www.jeffwarren.org/wp-content/uploads/lucid-dream-flying.jpg]   [image: http://homepage.ntlworld.com/sandra.watson17/wizardincome/wizard.jpeg]
…you had lots of money?	    …you were able to fly?	 	  …were a wizard?
Thus, the online exercises could be used as an inspiration for games and activities in class, but they could not be used the way they are to support learning.
Another way to use exercise B is to take the first sentence as an inspiration for a speaking activity in class.
Instructions: Make groups of 3-4 pupils. Deal out all the cards and read them out one at a time. Then, everybody in the group tries to imagine something that could have been done differently.  Start with: “If you…”
For example:
“I’ve got a terrible hangover.”
“If you hadn’t drunk so much wine, you wouldn’t have a hangover now.”
	[image: Wallet with money in]
I’ve spent all my pocket money.

	[image: wine]
I’ve got a terrible hangover.


	[image: Angry man]
I lost my temper (got angry).

	[image: http://www.blogcdn.com/www.parentdish.co.uk/media/2011/09/teen-late-for-school-rex.jpg]
I was late for school.


	[image: http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3313/3203584029_3ec937325c.jpg]
I am freezing.
	[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_6aouoGmHpbI/TKAMnqMv61I/AAAAAAAAArs/2rwF1Jzhd6E/s1600/Homework.jpg]
I forgot to do my homework.

	[image: http://propelpages.com/seowebconsultant/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/failed-test.jpg]
I have failed the Biology test.
	[image: http://www.rugbyrescue.com/pictures/broken_leg.jpg]
I have broken my leg.

	[image: http://abcnews.go.com/images/Entertainment/gty_burnt_turkey_jef_111122_wblog.jpg]
I’ve burnt the meal.
	[image: http://66.97.133.67/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/stolen-bike.jpg]
My bike was stolen.



In these scaffolded conditions, the exercise can be used for the proceduralisation stage. It aims to cover more or less all pedagogical principles, from high mental activity to social learning and interaction.
[image: ]
These questions and answers will not support learning and understanding conditionals because they are only testing declarative knowledge in a difficult way. These are exercises of the kind where pupils would draw a grid with the rules of the three forms of the conditional. Even to an advanced user of the English language, the questions would not be easy to answer because one never thinks in this way when he/she uses English in real-life. Thus, there is no authenticity of process.



[bookmark: _Toc345918712]Conclusion
Through my studies, I have discovered that there are numerous English grammar sites, but only very rarely there are good exercises to be found. If someone wants to teach in the traditional way, the World Wide Web is full of offers. However, as I wish to teach communicative grammar, I have to take a closer look. There are some useful activities, as the BBC homepage proves. Nevertheless, the most I can draw from the internet, is inspiration for adaptations of exercises.
Most of the internet sites are not aimed at teachers anyway. They should help learners of English in their private studies. However, I have discovered that many exercises are testing rather than teaching and they are confusing to inexperienced students. Therefore, learners of English should not be advised to use English grammar sites without a guide.
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‘Will and going to
Exercise 1:
Some friends are going to have a party and they are discussing the arrangements. Match the

beginnings and ends of the suggestions they make.

T've got a printer so .| T'll bring my guitar.

I'm good at baking 50 . | I'll make the invitations.

T've got loads of CDs so .| T'll supply the flowers.

I live near the supermarket so .| T'll bring them.

T've got a big garden so .| I'll buy the drinks.

I"ve just had a party and I've got
T'll bring some sausages.
some left-over paper plates.

I work in a butchers shop so .| T'll make a cake.

If we want to have some live music .| I'll organise the music.

Werkzeuge

Kommentar
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BBC Learning English - Grammar Challenge

‘Will and going to
Exercise 2:

Read the sentences and choose the best option from the choices below to complete the text.

: T've booked the tickets. I'm so glad (1) to Spain on holiday.

: When (2) ?

I

: I'moff to the shops. Do you want anything?

: Let me think ... oh yes. I need some stamps.

: OK. no problem. (3) to the post office anyway to send Mum’s birthday present

so I'll get some while I'm there.

1L
A: Does anyone want to come to the cinema with me tonight?

B: Sure! (4) ‘with you. I haven’t got any plans for this evening.
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A: Does anyone want to come to the cinema with me tonight?

B: Sure! (4) ‘with you. I haven’t got any plans for this evening.

Iv.

A: What are you doing this weekend?

B: Idon’t know. Maybe (5) some studying or I might not!
A: T've booked a tennis court but can’t find anyone to play with me.

B: (6) with you. That’s sounds much more fun than studying!

Options

(1) I'm going to visit / I'Il visit

(2) will you go / are you going

(3) I'll pop in/ I'm going to pop in

(4) I'm going to come / I'll come

(5) I'm going to do / I'll do

(6) I'll play / I'm going to play

Grammar Challenge © BBC Learning English 2007
Page 3 of 5
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Daily English Lesson

English Forum Your Test
Talks

A) Put in the correct verb forms.

1) If you were older, you (to go) to the party.

Parents
Teachers
Pupils/Students

2) John's mother (to have) more time for him if he does the washing up.

B) Which type of the Conditional sentences is used?

Literature/Books
Dictionaries 1) If Lisa had got up earlier, she would not have been late for work.
Read Top News type I (condition possible to fulfil)
Newsletter type I (condition in theory possible to fulfil)
EFL/ESL Sites type III (condition not possible to fulfil - too late)
Guestbook
FAQ
sitemap 2) What would you do if you saw a robber?

type I (condition possible to fulfil)
Press/Advertising type II (condition in theory possible to fulfil)
Privacy Policy

Imprint/ Contact © type III (condition not possible to fulfil - too late)

Search website:

C) Which answers are correct?

Google™ custom searcn 1) Which words/phrases can be used in an if-clause type ITT?
999-2013 englisch-hifen.de had played

had sung

has played

have played

have sung

sang

o
o
o
o

2) Which words/phrases can be used in an if-clause type I?
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Press/Advertising
Privacy Policy
Imprint/ Contact

Search website:
C) Which answers are correct?

Google™ custom searcn 1) Which words/phrases can be used in an if-clause type ITT?

had played
had sung
has played
have played
have sung
sang

1999-2013 englisch-hilfen.de

Ooooooo

2) Which words/ phrases can be used in an if-clause type I?
had played

play

played

plays

sang

sing

will sing

Oo0oOoOooo

D) Complete the sentences.

1) type I: They
more money.

(to fly) to Canberra if they
2) type II: If the sun (to shine), we

E) Finish the sentences. Use the correct phrases.

(to have)

(to go) swimming.

if you saw a robber?
ble to ulf)

{theory possible to full)
possiie to full - too late)
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Speaking Activity

Spend a couple of minutes thinking about your plans for the next seven days. Make a list of things you
plan to do.

Then find a partner. and interview him/her about his/her plans for the next seven days. Ask as many
questions as possible.

‘When you’re answering questions. remember to use going fo if the answer concemns a plan that you
have already made. However. if your partner asks you about something you haven’t thought about. try
to make a plan ‘on the spot”. You'll need to use will in this situation.

For example

Student A: What'’s your plan for Samrday night?

Student B: On Saturday night I'm going to go to the cinema with my friends. We re going to
see the new Brad Pitt movie.

Student A: That sounds good. How about Sunday morning?

Student B: Oh, I haven 't really thought about that. I’ll probably stay at home and do my
English homework on Sunday morning..





