
Overview	
  of	
  Tense	
  Notions	
  and	
  Aspects	
  
In	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  semester	
  enter	
  a	
  typical	
  example	
  sentence	
  for	
  each	
  notion.	
  Your	
  sentence	
  should	
  not	
  only	
  

be	
  correct	
  but	
  TRUE	
  for	
  yourself.	
  Choose	
  examples	
  that	
  say	
  something	
  about	
  your	
  own	
  experiences	
  in	
  life.	
  	
  
Then	
  draw	
  a	
  “logo”	
  for	
  each	
  notion.	
  The	
  logo	
  should	
  remind	
  you	
  of	
  the	
  concept	
  and	
  typical	
  contexts	
  of	
  the	
  
notions.	
  

Tense	
  Form	
  &	
  
Logos	
  for	
  each	
  notion	
  

Notion	
   p.	
   Your	
  true	
  sample	
  sentence	
  

Present	
  Simple	
  

	
  

Present	
  States	
   69	
   My	
  bike	
  is	
  purple	
  with	
  a	
  black	
  saddle.	
  

	
  

General	
  
Routines	
  
	
  

70	
   I	
  brush	
  my	
  teeth	
  every	
  day.	
  

	
  

Present	
  Events	
  
Handlungs-­‐
abfolgen	
  	
  	
  
(sports	
  
reporting/	
  
recipies...)	
  

70	
   1. Boil	
  salted	
  water	
  in	
  a	
  big	
  pot.	
  
2. Put	
  the	
  noodles	
  in	
  the	
  water.	
  
3. Cook	
  them	
  for	
  8	
  minutes.	
  

	
  

Arranged	
  Events	
  
(trip	
  schedule...)	
  

71	
   My	
  plane	
  departs	
  on	
  August	
  31st.	
  

Present	
  
Progressive	
  

	
  

Present	
  Activity	
   73	
   I	
  am	
  writing	
  my	
  home	
  assignment.	
  

	
  

Present	
  
Routines	
  
(temporary)	
  

75	
   I	
   am	
   studying	
   for	
   the	
   finals	
   at	
   the	
  
moment.	
  



	
  

Present	
  Changes	
  
(developments)	
  

76	
   My	
  grades	
  are	
  getting	
  better	
  gradually.	
  	
  

	
  

Arranged	
  
Activities	
  
(making	
  a	
  date,	
  
arguing)	
  

77	
   I	
  am	
  spending	
  the	
  weekend	
  in	
  Croatia.	
  

Past	
  Simple	
  

	
  

Past	
  Events	
   79	
   I	
  passed	
  my	
  Matura	
  four	
  years	
  ago.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Past	
  States	
   80	
   When	
  I	
  was	
  a	
  kid	
  I	
  had	
  freckles.	
  	
  	
  

Past	
  Progressive	
  

	
  

Circumstances	
   81	
   The	
   room	
  was	
  dark	
   and	
  dusty	
   and	
   the	
  
wind	
   was	
   blowing	
   through	
   the	
   open	
  
window.	
  

Present	
   Perfect	
  
Simple	
  

	
  

Experience	
   84	
   I	
  have	
  never	
  eaten	
  snake	
  meat.	
  

	
  

Changes	
  and	
  
Completion	
  

85	
   The	
  girl	
  has	
  dyed	
  her	
  hair	
  pink.	
  

	
  

Duration	
  of	
  a	
  
State	
  

86	
   The	
  weather	
  has	
  been	
  bad	
  for	
  weeks.	
  



	
  

Recent	
  Events	
  
(news)	
  

87	
   A	
   bus	
   has	
   just	
   hit	
   a	
   man	
   on	
  
Jakominiplatz.	
  

Present	
   Perfect	
  
Progressive	
  

	
  

Duration	
   of	
   an	
  
Activity	
  
	
  

88	
   I	
  have	
  been	
  living	
  in	
  Graz	
  since	
  2009.	
  

	
  

Recent	
  Activities	
  
	
  

89	
   I	
  have	
  been	
  doing	
  my	
  homework	
   for	
  4	
  
hours.	
  

Past	
  Perfect	
  

	
  

	
   91	
   I	
   had	
  not	
   seen	
  a	
   zebra	
  before	
   I	
  was	
   in	
  
the	
  Tierpark	
  Schönbrunn.	
  

The	
  Future	
  
(weak	
  attitude)	
  

	
  

Predictions	
   and	
  
Expectations	
  
	
  

93	
   My	
  mother	
  will	
  be	
  surprised	
  when	
  she	
  
sees	
  my	
  new	
  hairstyle	
  

	
  

Formal	
  
Announcements	
  
	
  

95	
   There	
   will	
   be	
   another	
   Literary	
   Studies	
  
exam	
  in	
  January	
  2014.	
  

	
  

Deciding	
  
	
  

92	
   I	
  will	
   take	
  the	
  bus	
   instead	
  of	
  riding	
  my	
  
bike.	
  

The	
  Future	
  
(strong	
  attitude)	
  

	
  

Intentions	
  and	
  
Plans	
  
(going	
  to)	
  
	
  

97	
   I	
   am	
   going	
   to	
   spend	
   the	
   next	
   winter	
  
semester	
  in	
  California.	
  



	
  

Interpreting	
  
Signs	
  
	
  

98	
   It	
  looks	
  as	
  if	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  rain.	
  

	
  


