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Conditional exercise

Exercise 1 From: Your turn 3, p. 81

Your turn

Match boxes A & B to make ‘If you could’ questions.

If you could have a superpower, what superpower B
would you Have? what animal would you
T ————1 i al work with?
Ask your classmates. 2:); ?:r:'\ous person what shuperpower would
: ou have?
If you could have a superpower, anywhere in the world ¥ wzat iy
what superpower would you have?  buy anything in thiewar what would you chgr:u o
s SR e SUPGFIT’:_JWE:“ our life where would you visit% .
® 1d like to be able to fly. change one thing in'y whowouldyey mest?

I'd like to travel in time.
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Conditional: imagined present

This activity could be used during the proceduralization stage, as
students are asked to produce their own ideas and put their procedural
knowledge to use, although conditions are still scaffolded

The activity has good depth of processing, as students are asked to
answer questions on both a linguistic level and a content level and
encode their own ideas. They must expend mental energy in

Students’ knowledge of the world is directly utilized, and they must
express their own opinions and use language in a meaningful way in
order to answer the questions.

The activity is personalized in its utilization of students’ opinions and
ideas to practice the notion/form.

This activity activates the commitment filter by drawing on students’
need for communication and combining it with relatively fun, thought-
provoking questions instead of simply requiring that students
transform verbs or reform sentences.

This is an oral exercise, which emphasized peer interaction and social
learning.



This exercise would be better suited to teaching than testing, although it
Teaching vs. testing | could be used in a oral exam in which the teacher asks the student these
questions. However, [ would still say that the conditions are a bit too
scaffolded to use it for testing as is.

If I were to use this activity in class, I would further adapt it to have students include a reason for
their answers (i.e. | would like to travel in time because then I would never be late for anything).
Asking follow-up questions gives students another chance to talk about their own ideas, and
encourages even more mental activity than simply picking an answer for each question.
Individual questions could also be selected and adapted in order to make a text-writing task (i.e.
If you could meet any famous person in the world, who would it be? What would you ask them?

What would you two do together for a day?).

Exercise 2 From: Newby’s communicative grammar, p. 80

CONDITIONAL — IMAGINED PRESENT: would (89) ©

Imagine ... i _ _ N ‘
Read what the young people wish for and try to imagine what they would do if their
wishes came true.

1. Tracy would love a bicycle but her parents can't afford one.
If I had a bike, 1 would go to school on it and I would go for bike rides every
weekend
2. Barry has a mother but no father. He'd really like to have one.
3. Denise shares her bedroom with her two sisters. She would love her own
room.
. Dave is very small and weak. He would like to be really tall and strong.
. Patrick is bored living in the country. He wants to live in a big city.
. Melanie’s parents haven't got a car. She thinks they should get one.
. Richard is blind. He often thinks about what life is like for people who can
see. _
8. Lorna’s family is very poor. She never has any money of her own.
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Notions Conditional: imagined present

Conceptualization/proceduralizatzion. Conditions for doing the exercise
Learning Stages are still somewhat scaffolded, but students are still asked to encode
their own ideas in order to complete it.

Depth of processing is good in this exercise; students must apply their
Depth of processing | own ideas to the task, thus making use of their mental energy.




Dual processing

Personalization

Commitment filter

Peer/social
learning and
interaction

Teaching vs. testing

Students need to apply their knowledge of the world to this activity, as
the answers to the questions are fairly open and ask students to think
about different situations.

This activity asks students to think of what they would wish for in the
situations described, thus making the exercise personalized.

The lack of communication and fun in the exercise makes me think that
this exercise wouldn’t necessarily activate the commitment filter as well
as the previous exercise, but perhaps a feeling of success after
completing a a fairly unstructured exercise might make up for this.

This activity does not encourage peer learning, although this could
easily be changed by having students compare their ‘wishes’ with those
of their classmates.

This activity could be used for teaching or testing, but the scaffolding in
the activity makes it more likely that it would be used in teaching.

I liked that this activity provided just enough scaffolding to make the task clear to students, but

not so much that it became an exercise in substitution. Although it is not the most interesting

exercise, it does practice the notion very concretely and allows students to express some of their

own ideas. In order to make the activity more communicative and encourage peer learning, you

could have students come up with their own situations in which people wish for things and have

a partner tell them what they would wish for in those situations.



