Communicative Grammar – David Newby		June, 8th 2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluation of a Grammar Activity
I decided to analyse a Grammar Activity I had to do when I was a young language learner myself. The Activity is called “Creative grammar practice” and was published in “The New You&Me” (1995). More precisely the Activity is presented in the Textbook for 2nd class. 
Grammatical objective
To start with I want to have a look at the grammatical objective of the activity. I guess the category of objective this activity belongs to is grammatical notion, meaning it in this case aims at teaching a certain meaning of Present Perfect tense. The specific objective is expressing recentness. To be more exact the focus doesn’t lie on expressing a recent state or event but on an activity. 
Activity type
The Activity type is a written task which should be performed individually. It could be divided into three stages: The first two stages are fill-in-the-gap exercises, whereas the third one is a rather independent writing task. 
In order to perform the first two tasks, the students are asked to read through the two texts, which both are about recent activities an unknown person talks about. Afterwards they have to study them, meaning they have to memorise the single sentences. Then the texts should be covered up in order to prevent the students from looking. The next task is to reconstruct two fragmentary texts in the boxes on the right side. The two boxes however differ in a certain way. Every box contains some language-pieces identical to the original texts, which should help the students during the reconstruction. The first one provides the beginnings of every single word, whereas the second one merely provides the “I’ve” phrase and some words at the end. 
The third stage is about writing own texts, using the given ones as a model. Students could use words provided in the box below as support and source of inspiration respectively. 
Learning aim
I think within these three tasks pupils are supposed to learn about using Present Perfect tense when talking about recent activities. 
Cognitive learning stage(s)
The cognitive learning stages covered within the exercise vary a lot. When the students are reading through the texts Conceptualisation takes place, meaning students should understand the grammar rule and the notion of recent activities. 	Following this stage also the stage of Proceduralisation is covered as students are asked to use grammar in two rather “scaffolded” exercises namely the fill-in-the gap boxes. (One could discuss the scaffolding of the exercises, as both are merely about copying pieces of the text. In my opinion there is not much of a climax in the level of difficulty.) The third part of the exercise then focuses on the Performance part of the learning stages. Students should use the grammar openly by writing an own text.
However, I think that the last part doesn’t provide a real open context such as the real Performance stage required. Even though students are putting their own ideas into the text, they are not asked to work a hundred percent independently, as they have to stick to the format of the texts presented in the textbook. I’m not sure whether students really focus on the message when writing their text or whether they just transform the sentences given and use their own words and phrases. 
Pedagogical principles
I think this activity is not very effective, as student might not reflect on the data given in the texts, but just fill out the missing letters or phrases respectively. Basically it could turn out as a nice exemplification task, as rules for using Present Perfect tense are implicit and there could be a potential inductive learning process. However, to achieve such a learning process what had to be changed is the way students deal with these hidden rules. By just filling-in missing letters students won’t start thinking about the implicit rules but merely finish the boxes. 
Even though the third task is not that open as they have to stick to the format of the given texts (“I’ve”,”I’ve”, “I’ve done all that, but…”) it nevertheless is possibility where students could link grammar to their own knowledge and at least form some personal sentences. However, I think that there is not much real creativity the students could dedicate to this activity since they have not much freedom. Even though the title is “Creative grammar practice” there is not much room left for any creativity. 
Communicative principles
The context in which the texts arise is not quite clear. It could be a poem but could also be part of a telephone call to parents or friends. Therefore it could turn out difficult for the students, as they don’t know the real context and the relationship to the text. I think the content of the text is about recent activities and therefore using grammar properly is rather communicative. Using Present Perfect tense in these sentences helps to convey the message behind it. The fictive person talking really wants to highlight that he/she has done several (long lasting) activities, but what hasn’t been done was the homework. 
Coherence
The Unit in which this exercise appears has an own Grammar chapter named “The present perfect”. The sample sentences of the grammar chapter and also the starting dialogues presented at the beginning of the Unit very much focus on recent events. To be more precise they focus on recent events that have a clear effect on the present. However, in my opinion the exercise I analyzed has nothing to do with actual effects on the present. Therefore it might get very confusing for students, as there is quite a different concept behind using Present Perfect tense within the starting dialogues and the “Creative grammar practice” exercise.  
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