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Grammar exercise analysis

School textbook: The New Headway 7 (7th form)
The exercise I chose to analyze can be found in Unit 4 on page 46. The heading is called Discussing grammar and the exercise intends to help students practice the will/going to future.

1) Grammatical objective/notions

In this exercise if we take a look at example number 1 it becomes clear that the focus is on grammatical notions:

Students are supposed to understand the difference between expressing an intention as in :

1) I’m very excited. I am going to see all my family this weekend.

And making a prediction as in:


I don’t know if I have time to come this evening. I’ll see.
Another interesting example to look at would be number 5. In this example students have to tell the difference between an expressing an intention as in:

5) I’ve had enough of her lazy attitude. I’m going to give her a good talking to.

And an arranged activity as in: 


    I’m giving a presentation at 3.00 this afternoon. I’m scared stiff.

2) Activity type

This exercise is a typical fill – in – the – gap exercise. Students are supposed to complete sentences by filling in the gaps. Each example has two gaps and two possible answers to choose from are provided.
3) Learning aim
The aim of this exercise is that students are supposed to become aware of different grammatical notions (arranged activity, expressing an intention and making a prediction). Since the textbook has been composed to meet the needs of students of the Austrian “Oberstufe”, they should already have learned how to form will and going to future sentences at some point in the past. 
Now the focus is on understanding the different notions. Of course there are better exercises to help students become aware of different purposes. In the course handout, since we are talking about an advanced level, a much exercise, taken from David Newby’s book grammar for communication, can be found. Exercise 143 is pictured on page 34 of the handout. This exercise deals with offers and warnings. Possible answers are not given and the students have to form the sentences on their own rather than just filling in gaps. 
4) Cognitive learning stage(s)

When it comes to cognitive learning stages most school textbooks stop at the stage of proceduralization. The cognitive model of learning stages shows how the process should work.
INPUT -> AWARENESS ->CONCEPTUALIZATION -> PROCEDURALIZATION -> PERFORMANCE-> OUTPUT
A lot of repetition is needed when learning a language. 

In Traditional teaching the PPP approach usually is pursued (presentation, practice,production)
It is often the case that students get the exercises right, but when they have to use grammar freely they get it wrong. So there certainly is a problem between practice and production.

In this exercise I would say that pupils are able to notice and focus on new grammar as well as understanding a grammar rule, but I’m not quite sure if they are able to grammar without a strong focus on rules. Concerning performance I don’t think that students are able to use the will and going to future correctly in open contexts as I think that in this book the progress stops at conceptualization. 
5) Pedagogical principles

Is this exercise effective or ineffective?

In my opinion this exercise is ineffective as dual processing is a major pedagogic principle when it comes to learning grammar and in this case it is mostly neglected. On the one hand students represent what they see, think, remember or experience. On the other hand they map their own perceptions onto language. In order to get to the stage of performance, they must be given the chance to practice dual processing and I don’t think that this exercise is very supportive.
6) Communicative principles

As far as the communicative approach to learning and teaching is concerned, there is a clear and realistic context in this exercise. Also the use of realistic processing of language has been thought of. Although the exercise doesn’t meet all the communicative criteria it seems to be “communicative” since personalization, where students link what is being learned to their own ideas, experiences and wishes, is also an important aspect. In terms of percentage I would say that this exercise is about 50 to 60 % a communicative grammar exercise.

7) Coherence
Talking about coherence, there is to say that many of the grammar exercises that occur in this school textbook are structured very similar. There is either a fill-in-the-gap exercise or an exercise with scrambled sentences the students have to straighten out. Depending on where the focus of grammar lies, multiple choice exercises can also be found. In this unit the focus lies on the future tense and the exercises provided are pretty much all fill-in-the-gap exercises.
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