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In my diploma thesis I’m trying to find out what a “good” grammar exercise is. For this reason I am interested in teachers’ opinions about what constitutes a good grammar task. 
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This questionnaire is anonymous and your answers will be treated confidentially. 

[image: image49.emf][image: image50.png]Setzen Sie das Verb ins PRESENT PERFECT,

1 lve seen (I/ see) that woman before, but I can't remember where,
2 ‘Do you know Amy’s brother?” ‘No, .
3 George has hundreds of books, and

. (I/nevcr/meet) him’
(he/read) all of them.

e (YOU/ eVEL/ write) a poem?
I/not/be) to China, but .. S

(my brother/be) there twice.
6 My parents like to trave] o lot. ...

. (they/visit) many places.

Mary ist 65 Jahre aft Qi has



You are           female                    male

How many years of teaching experience do you have approximately? _________ years. 
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Present perfect simple, already and yet

Look at the examples. Underline other examples of
the present perfect simple in the article on page 36.
Then complete the rule.

Linda has already decided how to spend the prize money.
| haven't decided about a career yet.

Rule:

e Form the present perfect simple with the verb .
and the ... form of the main verb.

e Use yet in questions and ____ sentences. Use already
in positive sentences.

e Use already between have and the . . .
Use ... at the end of the sentence or question.



Is English your first language?         Yes               No    
__________________________________________________________________________________

I like grammar teaching. 

	[image: image53.png]$1,000 FOR YOUNG VANCOUVER POET

ixteen-year-old Linda Ho from
Richmond, Vancouver has won
the British Columbia “Young
Poet of the Year’ competition, with
her poem Whale Song. Linda, from
Steveston High School, takes home
a prize of $1,000.
Linda has already written about
30 poems, but she has never entered
a competition before now. Tt was
a big surprise for me/ she says.
‘T didn't expect to win!
Linda says that she thought of
the poem when she came out of an
elevator and saw a painting of a
whale on a wall. ‘But sometimes I
get ideas for poems when I'm walking on the sidewalk, or when I'm on
the subway; she says.
Linda has already decided how to spend the prize money.
‘A web camera for my computer, and some books by my favorite poets!
Linda has just done her school-leaving examinations, and she hopes to
0 to university to study Marine Biology. T haven't decided about a
career yet, says Linda. But I'd ke to work in something to do with the
sea, for sure!
Linda also wants to keep writing poetry. Tve won one competition,
it would be nice to win another one!’





	I strongly agree
	[image: image54.png]n Grammar
Present perfect with just

Look at the example. Then
complete the rule.

Linda has just done her school-leaving
examinations.

Rule: We often use . ”
in positive sentences with the
present perfect when we want
to say that an action happened
a very short time ago.




	I agree
	
[image: image58.png][B&] PERMISSION AND COMPULSION (96, 97, 99, 100)

Last year Jane and Tom both went on skiing holidays with their school. Jane
had a fantastic time but Tom didn't like it very much because his teacher

was so strict. In the chart below you can read what they had to or didn’t

have to do and what they were allowed to or were not allowed to do. Compare
the information and write sentences.

Jane’s class Tom’s class

no yes
keep rooms tidy? no yes
get up? 8 am 6.30
80 to bed? 11 pm 9.30
join in evening activities? no yes
go into each other’s rooms?| yes no
heeteod-pto-bedroomsd yes no
last evening? g0 into town watch opera video
ski on their own? yes no
20 to nightclubs? yes no

Example:

Jane’s class didn't have to make their own beds, but Tom'’s class did.
Tom'’s class weren’t allowed to take food into their bedrooms, but Jane's
class were.

Writing Task

Imagine you have just come back from a really awful/brilliant school holiday.

Write a letter to your penfriend about it. (You can include information about what you
had to do and were allowed to do.)




	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________

I’m happy with my own grammar teaching. 
	[image: image55.png]What uismmssmsnsmssnmmammannss ( you do ) at this time tomorrow?
Tomorrow Linda
If he has lots of money one day, he
house at the sea.

I don’t think he ...

( meet ) some girl-friends.
(buy)a

( recognize ) you.
.... ( have ) lunch with mum and dad on Friday.

There’s a hole in my sock, mum! - All right, I .....cccooeiiiiiiniiiiiiiinnn
( mend ) it for you at once.




	I strongly agree
	[image: image56.png]1B1l)] WILL/GOING TO? DECISIONS AND INTENTIONS
(DIFF p98)

Hamburgers or Healthburgers?
Complete the dialogue.

Kay is in a hamburger bar with her mother.

Mum: I suppose vou already know what you are going to have.

Kay: Yes, of course. I ..... a double hamburger. That's what I always have.

Mum: But it's not very healthy, you know, all that meat. Perhaps I .....
something without meat for a change.

Kay: 1don't care about being healthy. T ..... a double hamburger. ...... the same?

Mum: I'm not really sure. [ think I ..... a fishburger.

Kay: Hey, look at the menu! What about this — a *healthburger’?

Mum: What's that?

Kay: With soya beans and salad. Sounds nice.

Mum: Okay, ..... one of those.

Kay:  Actually mum, I think I might change my mind. T ... ;

Mum: Good. Two healthburgers. Right, T ... go and order them.

Kay:  Stay where you are, mum. [ ..... .




	I agree
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	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


Please explain why you agree / disagree!

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Which book(s) do you recommend to your pupils for additional grammar practice?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Please write down your personal definition of a “good” grammar exercise: 

A good grammar exercise____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
[image: image57.png]11 Language awareness

1 Read these three passages,
each of which uses the
present continuous.

All the passages are talking
about ‘now. In what ways are
they different?

°.. And now the Royal Coach is turning into Parliament

Square. There are Hhousands of people waiting in the Square,
and everyone is standing on tiptoe, trying to catch a glimpse
of the Royal Family. The children are all waving their Union
Jacks ... Now the coach is stopping and the Queen is getting
out. She’s wearing ..

L vy continusing reasons for the danger of flood-
ing. These are that London is slowly sinking and that the
tides in general are rising. Not only is central London sinking
on its bed of clay, but over the centuries Britain itself is
tilting, Scotland and the north-west are rising, and south-
eastern England is gradually dipping at a rate of one foot
every hundred years .

'Having a lovely time in London. We're eating in some very
expensive restaurants, and meeting lots of interesting people.
T'm spending most of my time walking around central
London and visiting museums. The Cup Final’s tomorrow,
50 everyone is talking about football ..

2 Go back through the unit and find the exercise numbers that correspond to each of these uses.



1)  A grammar task should have brief and clear instructions. 

	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________

2) A good grammar exercise should have only one clearly correct answer. 
	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________
3) A good grammar exercise should have a key which the learners can check themselves. 
	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
	
[image: image10]
	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________
4)  Learners should have the chance to express their own ideas in grammar exercises. 

	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________
5)  A clear and realistic context is a crucial feature of a good grammar exercise. 

	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________
6) Oral grammar exercises in class are an important way of supporting learning.
	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
	
[image: image16]
	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________
7) Grammar exercises that are fun to do are more likely to support learning.
	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
	
[image: image18]
	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________
8) Competitive or game-like elements distract learners from focussing on the grammatical objective. 

	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
	
[image: image20]
	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________

9) Grammar exercises that are cognitively challenging for the learners are more likely to support learning. 

	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
	
[image: image22]
	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________

10) Grammar exercises should not practice/test both grammar and vocabulary together.  
	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
	
[image: image24]
	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________

11) Frequent repetition is important for learning a new grammatical item. 

	
	I strongly agree
	
	I agree
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	I disagree
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	I strongly disagree


__________________________________________________________________________________

How often do you give pupils this type of exercise?
	Fill-in-the gap exercises
	very often                  often                 sometimes           never

	Transformation exercises
	very often                  often                 sometimes           never

	Sentence completion exercises
(open-ended)
	very often                  often                 sometimes           never

	Multiple choice exercises
	very often                  often                 sometimes           never

	Guided dialogues
	very often                  often                 sometimes           never

	Awareness raising exercises
	very often                  often                 sometimes           never


_________________________________________________________________________________
Questionnaires do not always give you the chance to say exactly what you want to. Please feel free to add your comments on any part of the questionnaire, if you have the feeling that this needs further explanation! You can also add any further comments you think might help me here. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Exercise 1: 


How good is this exercise to practice the present perfect tense in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image27]
	bad
	
[image: image28]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never
Exercise 2: 
How good is this exercise to practice the present perfect tense in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image29]
	bad
	
[image: image30]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never
                          Exercise A
Exercise B

Which of the two exercises A and B to practice the difference between will and going to future is more useful?                         Exercise A
                   Exercise B

Why is exercise A / B better in your opinion? Please explain your choice!
_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 3

[image: image31.png]Ls
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Mary looked after her baby brother.

The police will catch the thief.

Sharon will invite us to her party next Friday.
They built this castle 400 years ago.

I’'m going to write a letter.

Somebody broke into his house.




How good is this exercise to practice the passive voice in your opinion? 

	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image32]
	bad
	
[image: image33]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never
Exercise 4: 

How good is this exercise to practice the present perfect tense in your opinion? 

	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image34]
	bad
	
[image: image35]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never

Exercise 5: 

[image: image36.png]S SEECE

. RECENT ACTIVITIES (78B). Try to guess what they have been doing.

Write sentences. These clues may help you:
ice-cream — Charlie Chaplin film — kiss girlfriend — rain —
homework — swim — mend bike — cry — tennis all morning

. Why is the grass wet? Becanse it has been raining.

Why do you look so happy? 6. Why have they got white lips?
. Why are her eyes red? 7. Why do you look so bored?
. Why are you so tired? 8. Why arc your hands so dirty?

. Why has he got red lips? 9. Why have they got wet hair?




How good is this exercise to practice the present perfect tense in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image37]
	bad
	
[image: image38]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never

Exercise 6:
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The speaker announces, ‘The six o’clock train will be late.”
Mark said to me, ‘Paris was wonderful and exciting.”

Mr Miller said, ‘“The people are waiting outside.’

Paul complained, ‘Susan doesn’t like jazz.’




How good is this exercise to practice the reported speech in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image40]
	bad
	
[image: image41]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never

Exercise 7: 



How good is this exercise to practice the present perfect tense in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image42]
	bad
	
[image: image43]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never

Exercise 8: 


How good is this exercise to practice the present progressive tense in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image44]
	bad
	
[image: image45]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never

Exercise 9: 
How good is this exercise to practice permission and compulsion in your opinion? 
	
	excellent
	
	good 
	
[image: image46]
	bad
	
[image: image47]
	very bad


What features make this exercise a good / bad exercise? Please explain your decision!

_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

How often do you use exercises similar to this one in class?

very often                  often                 sometimes           never

I really appreciate your help.

Thank you for your participation!

QUESTIONNAIRE


What is a good grammar exercise? 


“





Questions concerning your person:





Please tick the answer you find most appropriate for the following statements:  





Exercise part   


In the following part you will be asked to comment on a variety of exercise types. 
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