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Eric’s Intercultural Experiences: a reading-writing project designed to facilitate language learners’ intercultural competence during the various stages of an exchange trip abroad

Class trips abroad are certainly one of the most motivating experiences for language learners. However, to ensure that they are more than fun package tours during school time, it is important for teachers to prepare their learners for their stays abroad so that they can fully profit from them. This presentation reports on an innovative reading-writing project, which is framed around Shaun Tan’s (2008) picture book story “Eric.” The purpose of the project was to facilitate learners’ intercultural understanding by mentoring them during their trip abroad; thus preparing them for what they might encounter at the various stages of the exchange. Drawing on Byram’s (1997) model of intercultural competence, the project aimed specifically at developing learners’ intercultural understanding concerning attitudes, knowledge and skills of interpretation. 
We will begin our presentation by discussing the importance of mentoring learners during an exchange trip abroad and the opportunities this provides for raising their awareness of (inter)cultural phenomena that may otherwise go unnoticed. We will then present concrete examples of activities learners completed and samples of their work. We will conclude the presentation by discussing some of the outcomes we observed and by evaluating the effectiveness of our approach. 
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