A sampler of reading activities:
The following reading activities are like 
 and 
. They s  l  o  w   the readers down and force them to go through the text carefully and to stay alert. Readers are asked to be active, to DO something, rather than sit back and read mechanically with their brains on standby.

Most of these activities work best with short texts of about a page (e.g. magazine articles, letters, instructions...). For our purposes the following examples are extremely short – just to show the techniques.





Teaching Reading 

Strategies for Developing Reading Skills
Activity 1: Words that don’t fit: follow your teacher’s instructions 

1. Students are given the headline of the text and are asked to guess what it is going to be about.

2. Students collect 10 words that they expect to find in this text. Write a mix of nouns, verbs and adjectives. Students now insert these words into the text. Student A inserts them into the first half of the text (left side), student B into the second half. The words must be placed so that they don’t make sense. Sophisticated students can go for interesting effects so that the insertions almost sound meaningful at first sight. It helps to replace nouns with nouns, verbs with verbs…

3. Find a partner. Ss read the text to their partner. The student who is listening must not see the text. When the listener hears an inserted word that doesn’t seem to fit, they ask the reader to pause and try to correct the sentence (with the help of their partner.)

Let’s try it out with the article “A Summer Camp That Caters to the Children of Nonbelievers” on page ............
Using Reading Strategies : 
Language instructors are often frustrated by the fact that students do not automatically transfer the strategies they use when reading in their native language to reading in a language they are learning. Instead, they seem to think reading means starting at the beginning and going word by word, stopping to look up every unknown vocabulary item, until they reach the end. When they do this, students are relying exclusively on their linguistic knowledge, a bottom-up strategy. One of the most important functions of the language instructor, then, is to help students move past this idea and use top-down strategies as they do in their native language. 
Activity 2: Lost Words: Unfortunately some words have been lost in the following paragraph – you will find the words in the list below. Insert them in the right places.

captions, deal, purposes, to, effectively, instructors, predictions
Effective language show students how they can adjust their reading behavior to with a variety of situations, types of input, and reading. They help students develop a set of reading strategies and match appropriate strategies each reading situation. 

Strategies that can help students read more quickly and include 

· Previewing: reviewing titles, section headings, and photo to get a sense of the structure and content of a reading selection 

· Predicting: using knowledge of the subject matter to make predictions about content and vocabulary and check comprehension; using knowledge of the text type and purpose to make predictions about discourse structure; using knowledge about the author to make about writing style, vocabulary, and content 

· Skimming and scanning: using a quick survey of the text to get the main idea, identify text structure, confirm or question predictions 

· Guessing from context: using prior knowledge of the subject and the ideas in the text as clues to the meanings of unknown words, instead of stopping to look them up 

· Paraphrasing: stopping at the end of a section to check comprehension by restating the information and ideas in the text 
Activity 3: Group Reading Activity: Work in groups of  3-4.
1. Put the text-slips into the correct order and read through the whole text once. 

2. Shuffle the text-slips and then distribute them equally among your group. Read the  text aloud. Each text-slip ends in the middle of a sentence – so listen carefully and continue as smoothly as possible. Then swap text-slips and read the text again. Try to “record” it in your brain. You will later be asked to complete a gapped version of the text – so press the red “record” button in your brains NOW.

Gapped text for activity 3.3:

Instructors can help students learn when and how to use reading strategies in several ways. By modeling the strategies aloud, talking through the processes of previewing, predicting, skimming and _____________, and paraphrasing. This shows students how the strategies work and how much they can know about a text before they begin to read word by word. 

· By _______________ time in class for group and individual previewing and predicting activities as preparation for in-class or out-of-class reading. ___________ class time to these activities ______________ their importance and value. 

· By using cloze (fill in the blank) exercises to review vocabulary items. This helps students learn to guess meaning from ________________. 

· By encouraging students to talk about what strategies they think will help them approach a reading _________________, and then talking after reading about what strategies they actually used. This helps students develop ______________ in their choice of strategies. 

When language learners use reading strategies, they find that they can control the reading experience, and they gain __________________ in their ability to read the language. 
For Group Reading Activity: (Activity 3)  cut up at dotted lines!!

Instructors can help students learn when and how to use reading strategies in several ways. 

By modeling the strategies aloud, talking through the processes of previewing, predicting, skimming and scanning, and paraphrasing. This shows 

………………………………………………………………………………

students how the strategies work and how much they can know about a text before they begin to read word by word. 

By allowing time in class for group and individual previewing and predicting activities as preparation for in-class or out-of-class reading. Allocating 

………………………………………………………………………………

class time to these activities indicates their importance and value. 

By using cloze (fill in the blank) exercises to review vocabulary items. This helps students learn to guess meaning from context. 

By encouraging students to talk about what strategies they think will help them approach a reading assignment, and then talking after reading about what strategies they 

………………………………………………………………………………

actually used. This helps students develop flexibility in their choice of strategies. 

When language learners use reading strategies, they find that they can control the reading experience, and they gain confidence in their ability to read the language. 

Activity 4: Pairwork: Work with a partner (A or B). Take turns reading your paragraphs to your partner so he/she can complete the text. 

Reading to Learn (student A) (Find the materials for student B on the following page.)
Reading is an essential part of language instruction at every level because it supports learning in multiple ways. 

· Reading to learn the language: Reading material is language ___________. By giving students a ___________ of materials to read, instructors provide multiple ___________ for students to ______ vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, and _______ structure as they __________ in authentic contexts. Students thus gain a more complete picture of the ways in which the elements of the language work together to ________ meaning. 

· Reading for content information: Students' purpose for reading in their native language is often to obtain information about a subject they are studying, and this purpose can be useful in the language learning classroom as well. Reading for content information in the language classroom gives students both authentic reading material and an authentic purpose for reading. 

Activity 5: C-test: Read the text to the students. They try to remember or “record” as much as possible. Then they complete the text:

· Read_____ fo__ cult_____ knowl_____ an__ awar______: Read____ ever_______ mater_____ th__ ar_ desi________ fo__ nat____ spea_____ ca__ gi___ stud_____ insi_____ in___ th__ lifes_______ an__ world_______ o__ th__ peo____ who___ lang______ th___ ar___ stud______. Wh____ stud______ ha___ acc_____ t__ newsp__________, maga_______, an__ Webs________, th__ ar__ expo____ t__ cult____ i__ al__ it__ vari____, an__ monol_____ cult_____ stereo_______ beg___ t__ bre___ do___. 

(Student B)
Activity 4: Pairwork: Work with a partner. Take turns reading your paragraphs to your partner so he/she can complete the text. 

Reading to Learn 

Reading is an essential part of language instruction at every level because it supports learning in multiple ways. 

Reading to learn the language: Reading material is language input. By giving students a variety of materials to read, instructors provide multiple opportunities for students to absorb vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, and discourse structure as they occur in authentic contexts. Students thus gain a more complete picture of the ways in which the elements of the language work together to convey meaning.
Reading for _____________ information: Students' purpose for reading in their _____ language is often to _________ information about a subject they are studying, and this _______ can be useful in the language learning classroom as well. Reading for content information in the language classroom gives students both _________ reading material and an authentic purpose for reading.
Teaching Reading (original text)
Strategies for Developing Reading Skills

Using Reading Strategies 

Language instructors are often frustrated by the fact that students do not automatically transfer the strategies they use when reading in their native language to reading in a language they are learning. Instead, they seem to think reading means starting at the beginning and going word by word, stopping to look up every unknown vocabulary item, until they reach the end. When they do this, students are relying exclusively on their linguistic knowledge, a bottom-up strategy. One of the most important functions of the language instructor, then, is to help students move past this idea and use top-down strategies as they do in their native language. 

Effective language instructors show students how they can adjust their reading behavior to deal with a variety of situations, types of input, and reading purposes. They help students develop a set of reading strategies and match appropriate strategies to each reading situation. 

Strategies that can help students read more quickly and effectively include 

· Previewing: reviewing titles, section headings, and photo captions to get a sense of the structure and content of a reading selection 

· Predicting: using knowledge of the subject matter to make predictions about content and vocabulary and check comprehension; using knowledge of the text type and purpose to make predictions about discourse structure; using knowledge about the author to make predictions about writing style, vocabulary, and content 

· Skimming and scanning: using a quick survey of the text to get the main idea, identify text structure, confirm or question predictions 

· Guessing from context: using prior knowledge of the subject and the ideas in the text as clues to the meanings of unknown words, instead of stopping to look them up 

· Paraphrasing: stopping at the end of a section to check comprehension by restating the information and ideas in the text 

Instructors can help students learn when and how to use reading strategies in several ways. 

· By modeling the strategies aloud, talking through the processes of previewing, predicting, skimming and scanning, and paraphrasing. This shows students how the strategies work and how much they can know about a text before they begin to read word by word. 

· By allowing time in class for group and individual previewing and predicting activities as preparation for in-class or out-of-class reading. Allocating class time to these activities indicates their importance and value. 

· By using cloze (fill in the blank) exercises to review vocabulary items. This helps students learn to guess meaning from context. 

· By encouraging students to talk about what strategies they think will help them approach a reading assignment, and then talking after reading about what strategies they actually used. This helps students develop flexibility in their choice of strategies. 

When language learners use reading strategies, they find that they can control the reading experience, and they gain confidence in their ability to read the language. 

Reading to Learn 

Reading is an essential part of language instruction at every level because it supports learning in multiple ways. 

· Reading to learn the language: Reading material is language input. By giving students a variety of materials to read, instructors provide multiple opportunities for students to absorb vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, and discourse structure as they occur in authentic contexts. Students thus gain a more complete picture of the ways in which the elements of the language work together to convey meaning. 

· Reading for content information: Students' purpose for reading in their native language is often to obtain information about a subject they are studying, and this purpose can be useful in the language learning classroom as well. Reading for content information in the language classroom gives students both authentic reading material and an authentic purpose for reading. 

· Reading for cultural knowledge and awareness: Reading everyday materials that are designed for native speakers can give students insight into the lifestyles and worldviews of the people whose language they are studying. When students have access to newspapers, magazines, and Web sites, they are exposed to culture in all its variety, and monolithic cultural stereotypes begin to break down. 

When reading to learn, students need to follow four basic steps: 

1. Figure out the purpose for reading. Activate background knowledge of the topic in order to predict or anticipate content and identify appropriate reading strategies. 

2. Attend to the parts of the text that are relevant to the identified purpose and ignore the rest. This selectivity enables students to focus on specific items in the input and reduces the amount of information they have to hold in short-term memory. 

3. Select strategies that are appropriate to the reading task and use them flexibly and interactively. Students' comprehension improves and their confidence increases when they use top-down and bottom-up skills simultaneously to construct meaning. 

4. Check comprehension while reading and when the reading task is completed. Monitoring comprehension helps students detect inconsistencies and comprehension failures, helping them learn to use alternate strategies. 

For Group Reading Activity: (activity 3)
Instructors can help students learn when and how to use reading strategies in several ways. 

By modeling the strategies aloud, talking through the processes of previewing, predicting, skimming and scanning, and paraphrasing. This shows 

……………………………………………………………………………
students how the strategies work and how much they can know about a text before they begin to read word by word. 

By allowing time in class for group and individual previewing and predicting activities as preparation for in-class or out-of-class reading. Allocating 

………………………………………………………………………………
class time to these activities indicates their importance and value. 

By using cloze (fill in the blank) exercises to review vocabulary items. This helps students learn to guess meaning from context. 

By encouraging students to talk about what strategies they think will help them approach a reading assignment, and then talking after reading about what strategies they 

…………………………………………………………………………………

actually used. This helps students develop flexibility in their choice of strategies. 

When language learners use reading strategies, they find that they can control the reading experience, and they gain confidence in their ability to read the language. 
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