 Potatoes
retold by S. E. Schlosser

Teacher instructions: Use for TEXT MARKET. Copy one sheet for each student,  cut up. Hand out titles and task boxes to everybody. Shuffle all other cards and hand out 4 to each student. Ss must not show their cards to others. They buy and sell cards as described in the TEXT MARKET activity.  (Reading Activities sheet) Students who have got all 4 parts  then glue the slips on a worksheet in the correct order and do the follow-up tasks.
We here in Idaho are right proud of our potatoes. Our fields are so chock full of potatoes that you can hear them grumbling when you stick your ear on the ground. "Roll over, you’re crowding me," they say. 

     Potatoes grow bigger in Idaho than anywhere else. Once, a greenhorn asked me for a hundred pounds of potato. I set him straight real fast. I don't believe in cutting into one of my potatoes. "You buy the whole potato, or you take your business elsewhere," I told him. 

     Why do our potatoes grow so big? Well, it’s because we feed them like family. Cornmeal and milk every day for breakfast, lunch and dinner. You should taste my wife's mashed potatoes! They are the creamiest mashed potatoes in the whole United States. It’s all the milk our potatoes drink while they’re growing. Makes them so creamy that all my wife needs to do is just boil them and mash them up. 

      Sometimes, the size of our potatoes creates a problem for the farmers. One fellow I know got trapped for eight hours beneath a potato. His wife came looking for him when he was late to dinner. She had to get the neighbors to help roll it off. But that's just they way it goes when you're farming potatoes in Idaho. 

How does the storyteller describe potatoes in Idaho?

Idaho potatoes are:

Design an ad for Idaho potatoes. Be creative. Use your computer or handwrite and draw your ad. Decorate it nicely.  

Frozen Dawn
retold by
S. E. Schlosser

Gapfinder: Some words have been lost in this text. Write the missing words in the margin and put numbers to indicate where the words should go.
Example:

	   One winter, it was so that the dawn froze solid. The sun got caught two ice blocks, and the earth iced up so much that it couldn't turn. The first of sunlight froze halfway over the mountain tops. They looked like yellow icicles dripping towards the ground. 

      Now Davy Crockett was headed home after a successful night hunting when the dawn froze up so solid. Being a smart, he knew he had to do something quick or the earth was a goner. He had a freshly killed bear on his back, so he whipped it off, climbed right up on those rays of and began beating the hot bear carcass against the ice blocks which were squashing the sun. Soon a gush of hot oil burst out of the bear and it melted the. Davy gave the sun a good hard kick to get it started, and the sun's heat unfroze the earth and started it spinning again. So Davy lit his pipe on the sun, shouldered the bear, slid himself down the sun rays before they and took a bit of sunrise in his pocket. 


	


Quantifying the story // Half the story
Dictate the following story to the class. Stop several times and ask the students to visualize/describe or quantify the sentences. Ss write  their answers. Then pairs or small groups compare their versions.
The Farmer

A curious tourist, after passing a huge field of carrots alongside the road, stopped and asked the farmer what he did with his large crop.

How large is the field? Describe what you see. Amount of carrots?  
‘Well,’ said the farmer, scratching his chin, ‘I’ll tell you what we do.’

Describe the farmer.

‘We eat what we can and what we can’t eat we can.’

The man went back to his car with a puzzled look on his face and said to his wife, ‘I think he must be crazy.’

Describe the man.

‘He said they ate what they could and what they couldn’t they could.’
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