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Record of ‘Methodology of Teaching Literature and Culture (PS 4)’ with Mag. Jennifer Schumm Fauster
Date: 13.06.2014, 08.30-10.00 a.m.
· This session’s topic was ‘raising cultural awareness in the language classroom’. Therefore, we looked at Michael Bryam’s model of intercultural competence and discussed the main aims of cultural awareness activities which are, for example, resisting to fall back in stereotypical behavior or trying to put pupils in somebody else’s shoes who has a different cultural background. 

· Then we did the first activity. We were given an envelope consisting of numerous cut out words. In pairs, we had to make a sentence out of some of those words in order to define ‘culture’. The outcome of my partner and me was: “Cultures are traditions, values, habits and norms shared by social groups.” Consequently, some pairs read their sentences out to the class and we discussed them.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Afterwards, Mag. Schumm Fauster showed us the webside www.salto-youth.net, which offers numerous activities to raise cultural awareness in class. Furthermore, we were shown some books which are also very practical tools concerning sociocultural competences in class (e.g. Cultural Awareness by Barry Tomalin & Susan Stempleski).We were also informed about a new book series called ‘Going places’ which consists of various cultural themes (e.g. Austria, Western world, etc.) appropriate to use in upper school. 

· After that, we talked about the ‘iceberg theory’ which says that one cannot know a whole culture when one has not stayed/lived for a longer time within this culture. As with an iceberg, one can only see the tip of the iceberg, but the essential part is under the water. 

· Then we were given a handout and did an activity. There was a picture of an iceberg which had most if its parts under water and only a tiny part over the water. We had to place various cultural components such as eating habits or humor on the underwater or afloat part of the iceberg, depending on where we think it is most suitable. After all were finished, we discussed that activity and talked about some components that were not that easy to place on the iceberg. 

· Regarding the next activity, we had to decide whether different actions are universal, cultural or personal behaviors (e.g. we defined ‘Sleeping with a bedroom window open’ as a personal behavior, ‘Rule making’ as a universal behavior and ‘Respecting old people’ as a cultural behavior. 

· Consequently, we did another activity where we had to interpret several situations (e.g. ‘Someone kicks a dog’. I wrote that I hate such a person and that I would talk to the person about it in a very harsh tone. ) Then we had to put ourselves in someone else’s shoes and interpret the situation (e.g. ‘Someone kicks a dog. How would this act be interpreted by someone from a country where most dogs are wild and vicious.). 

· The last activity was about breaking the code. We were divided in groups of 4-5. One had to be the outsider and get out of class. While the outsider was away from his group, the other group members had to agree on a code the outsider has to find out about. We agreed on always pressing the lips together before speaking. That was really hard for the outsider and he could not find it out himself. Finally, we discussed the activity and talked about how the outsiders felt etc.

· To sum up, this session was absolutely interesting and contained useful knowledge about how to raise cultural awareness in class. Mag. Schumm Fauster also told us that all the activities we did today, can be done and extended very well with pupils too. 
Due to the fact that we were also given a handout, I have also got some material that I can directly use in class. 
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