HOW TO GET AWAY WITH MURDER…
Before reading
Brainstorming: Imagine you are a writer who has to describe the perfect murder in his/her next book. Collect some ideas and consider the following aspects: Who is the murderer and who is the victim? Scene of crime? Murder weapon? Alibi? 
Afterwards, form groups of 4 and compare your ideas.




The Perfect Murder







Read the following two excerpts from Roald Dahl’s short story Lamb to the Slaughter (1953) and try to guess what has happened in between. 
When she walked across the room she couldn’t feel her feet touching the floor. She couldn’t feel anything at all – except a slight nausea and a desire to vomit. Everything was automatic now – down the stairs to the cellar, the light switch, the deep freeze, the hand inside the cabinet taking hold of the first object it met. She lifted it out, and looked at it. It was wrapped in paper, so she took of the paper and looked at it again.
What do you think Mrs. Maloney has done? Note down some ideas: 






Mary Maloney […] washed her hands and ran upstairs to the bedroom. She sat down before the mirror, tidied her face, touched up her lips and face. She tried a smile. It came out rather peculiar. She tried again. […] That was better. Both smile and the voice were coming out better now. She rehearsed it several times more.  Then she ran downstairs, took her coat, went out the back door, down the garden, into the street.
While reading 
Read the whole short story and underline the parts where Mrs. Maloney feels regret for her actions. Use a different color to underline parts where she clearly doesn’t show any regret.
After reading
Look at the parts you have underlined while reading. Which color have you used more often? What does this tell you about Mrs. Maloney? How do you interpret the story’s final sentence?




Writing activity: We never find out what Mr. Maloney told his wife. All we know is that “it didn’t take long, four or five minutes at most, and she sat very still through it all, watching him with a kind of dazed horror as he went further and further away from her with each word.” Write down what you think Mr. Maloney confessed to his wife:
“This is going to be a bit of a shock to you, I’m afraid. But I’ve thought about it a good deal and I’ve decided the only thing to do is tell you right away. I hope you won’t blame me too much. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________So there it is. And I know it’s kind of a bad time to be telling you, but there simply wasn’t any other way. Of course I’ll give you money and see you looked after. But there needn’t really be any fuss. I hope not anyway. It wouldn’t be very good for my job.”
Discussion Questions: Talk about the following questions with a partner and take some notes:
· Is Mrs. Maloney a likeable character? Would you have liked her more if she had shown remorse or confessed to her husband’s murder?
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· In what ways is Lamb to the Slaughter a humorous story? Give a few examples of humorous elements.

