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[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Sound Machine” by Roald Dahl

Inventions: Jot, pair, share
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Jot down as much as you can to answer the following questions: 
How many (historic) inventions can you think of? What are these inventions for? Were they successful? If so, how have they changed life? Do you think they were accepted immediately? Do you know any that have not been successful?
Then share your thoughts with a partner















Speculate about the story’s title. 	Comment by Elisabeth Poelzleitner: better: the title of the story
(There is a hot debate about this going on online. In general, it is better to keep the possessive `for animate objects (people, animals)  and express relations with inanimate objects by using “of”.)
[image: ][image: ]What kind of machine could this ‘Sound Machine’ be? What do you think it is for? What do you think it does? What does it look like? Make a quick sketch of the machine.
The sound machine…









Read the story as far as the end of page 5
What do you think will happen next? Do you think the sound machine will work? Will Klausner hear anything? If so, what? How will Klausner react? 
Write about a page to continue the story as you imagine it. Try to stay in the style the story is written in. When you are finished, read the rest of the story and compare it to your own version. 

Nature 
Do you think that plants can feel, that they are alive? Do you think that one day such a machine will be invented? Might this machine be dangerous?  

Vocabulary
Emotions: Klausner is very exited and also nervous in the story. Quickly re-read the story and collect as many words and phrases used to describe Klausner’s feelings as you can. Are there any other strategies the author used in the story to express the characters’ feelings? 
This is a nice unit. All your tasks will work well. The only thing that is missing, is a final writing task. Think of a meaningful text that the students could write as a final task. It needn’t be long, but it should have an authentic purpose, audience and format.
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For the teacher
Level: 
6th/7th grade: Even though language wise the story is not that complex, the content and thought processes which are aimed at with this unit do require maturity. 
Aims: 
· to introduce topic of inventions and/or nature (which is to be continued) 
· to guide students towards critical thought on inventions 
Additional material:
· First task may be supported with pictures of historic inventions (if students are believed to not have that much prior knowledge) 
· Especially the discussion task about the machine in the story and nature (“Nature”) can be expanded with a discussion about inventor responsibility, the consequences of inventions (e.g. technologies such as TV and Internet), or the field of bioacoustics (e.g. Wolfgang Schleidt’s machine for recording and converting the high-frequency sounds emitted by mice into lower frequencies audible to the human ear, which is austoundingly similar to Klausner’s fictional sound machine in terms of how it works).
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