Reading Project: Year 7

George Orwell

1984


“1984” requires careful reading beyond the plot level to find out what Orwell really wants to tell us with this novel. For a full understanding you will have to read between the lines. The best way to read is with a pencil in your hand. This way you can mark any interesting or odd passages in the margin.
The next steps tell you what to do. We will do part of the tasks in class, partly they will be homework.

Step 1: Reading Diary
Read the first chapter of your novel and write a short entry in your reading diary. Please, do not only write a summary of the first chapter but write all about your thoughts, associations and questions. Write a second entry after you have read the first half of your novel, and a third one after finishing.

Your reading diary and your marginal notes in the book will be used as a basis for discussion in your reader’s conferences. These notes will also help you remember your reflections later, for example for matura preparations.

Step 2: Readers’ Conferences and Workshop Tasks
1. Work in your group and share your reflections and questions. Read each other’s diaries and try to answer each other’s questions. Ask your teacher for help in case of disagreements or open problems.
2. In each reader’s conference choose 10 vocab. items that you would like to remember and write them into your vocab. book.
3. Do the workshop tasks (see next few pages) carefully and collect the tasks in a folder.
Step 3: Preparing the Presentation

Every member has to choose one presentation task (see next few pages) Each student has to do a different task. Then design an interesting group presentation which should give your classmates an insight into the novel. Copy a handout for your classmates and your teacher.

Step 4: Presentations

Groups present their novels. The dates for the presentations will be arranged as soon as possible!
Your classmates will get peer –evaluation sheets to give you feedback. You will also get a feedback from your teacher who will also assess your presentations.
Step 5: Project Folder

Do the workshop tasks carefully and put them into a folder. This folder and your reading diary have to be handed in for final assessment.
A. Presentation Tasks

Every member has to choose one presentation task.  Each student has to do a different task. Choose tasks that complement each other so that the class gets a full picture of the main themes, symbolism, background and style of the novel. If you have an alternative idea for a presentation, please come to the teacher to discuss it.

1.) Short biography of the author with special concern to your novel.

2.) Present an alternative cover and blurb and print out all the alternative blurbs and covers available at amazon.com. Discuss the symbolism of these covers.
3.) Give character portraits of the main characters. Adding a picture will make your portraits even more realistic.

4.) Write a newspaper article reporting an important incident in your novel. (vanishing of a person, arrest of Julia and Winston, Hate Week…)

5.) Write a poem or song-lyrics that might be used in a film or radio-play of your book.

6.) Act out a scene of your choice.

7.) Prepare a big poster where you collect important quotes from your book.

8.) Choose your favourite scene and imagine how it would be shown in a film. Draw a film storyboard.

9.) Write a summary of the book.
10.) Road signs: Identify a few symbolic items in your book and draw them like “road signs”. Consider the colours and shapes of road signs and make use of their symbolism. Explain the meaning of the symbol on the back of your sign.

11.) Design a novel museum: Select some important items to display in your museum then work as a tour guide and accompany the display with a brief talk.

12.) Find a painting or other work of art that deals with one of the main themes in your book.
13.) Present the basic ideas of the party and tell your classmates how the world Winston lives in works. You could probably start with explaining how a usual day in Winston’s life looks like.

14.) Winston is a rebel against the system. Describe the fate of a special resistance fighter of your choice during the Nazi-Regime. 

15.) Present the historical and cultural background of your novel. Which regimes had Orwell probably in mind when writing “1984”?

B: Workshop Tasks

1.) Characters: Choose between a) or b)

a.) Choose two of the characters in the book and describe their life, their appearance, their relationship to other characters and everything that seems interesting to you. Find one to two quotations to support your points.

b.) Compare and contrast some of the other characters in Winston's world: Parsons, Syme, 
O'Brien. How does Winston view each one? How do they differ from Winston? What opinion do you think each one has of Winston? (taken from: http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/19841.asp) 
2.) Plot: Draw a plot diagram that shows the development of the story.

3.) Setting: Draw a map of the world how it is described in the novel (Oceania, Eurasia, Eastasia..)

4.) Themes: Answer the following questions:

a.) What does Orwell mean with “doublethink”?

b.) Early on in the novel, we learn of Winston's belief in the proles as a liberating force. What are some of the characteristics of the proles that, in Winston's eyes, make them the ultimate means for overthrowing Big Brother?
(taken from: http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/19841.asp) 
c.) Discuss the role of sex and intimacy in “1984”. 
(taken from: http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/19841.asp) 
d.) What is “The Brotherhood” and “The Book”?

e.) “1984” can be seen as "a warning." What do you think are some of the issues Orwell wants to warn us of? (taken from: http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/19841.asp) 
5.) Creative Tasks: Choose two of the three tasks:

a.) Draw the event, which is in your opinion the most important one.

b.) How would you imagine Big Brother to look like. Draw the poster “Big Brother is watching you!” which hangs everywhere in London, how you would imagine it.

c.) Design an alternative book cover for “1984”.

6.) Textpassage: Read the short passage on page 7 of your handout and answer the following questions: (Penguin Edition p. 158-59)
a.) Julia is a key figure in “1984”. How did Winston and Julia meet the first time? In what ways does she influence him? Did you trust her, initially? Overall, do you feel she had a positive or negative impact upon him and why do you think so? (taken from: http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/19841.asp)
b.) Where are Julia and Winston in this scene?

c.) Who is Katherine and why do they hope for her death?

d.) What kind of survival solutions do they think of ?

e.) What happens between O’Brien and Winston?

f.) What happens to Julia and Winston in the end?

7.) “Connection to history tasks”

a.) Orwell wrote this novel in 1949. There are many similarities to authoritarian regimes in “1984” Name some and compare them with the Nazi-regime or Communism.

b.) Winston is a person who does not believe in the system. In Austria and Germany there were also people who fought against the Nazi-regime. Look at least 2 cases up in your history books, in the library or in the internet and write a short summary about the lives of these people.
c.) In the book the history of the world and especially the English history from the 1950s onwards is described. How accurate was Orwell in his vision of the future? Describe what really happened in the world and in England since the 1950s (facts). Can our society be compared to his idea of a society? 
8.) Writing Tasks

a.) Summary: Write a short summary (about 1 page) of the novel. 
How to write a summary:
In Paragraph 1 describe the setting and very few details about the main characters. Then give a short summary of the plot in the next paragraph.

Do’s and don’ts:

DO: 
Underline the title of a novel


Use the present tense


Only include the most necessary information


Keep the number of words (pages) asked for

DON’ T: include examples and other unnecessary details (e.g. descriptions)


Quote from the work


Include any evaluation (e.g. your own opinion)

b.) Creative Writing Task: Winston keeps a secret diary. Imagine to be Winston and write an entry into your diary. This can either be the first entry, or an entry after a meeting with Julia or with O’Brien or about the impressions Winston had when reading “The Book”.
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