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Young adult fiction
Teacher’s instructions & additional material

Students: Michaela Bliem & Alexander Zipper
Seminar: Teaching Literature and Culture
Topic: About Time
Age group/Level: 14-16/B1+
Books: 
· A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
· Teenage girl Meg is not only troubled by her role as an outsider at school, but mostly by the lasting absence of her beloved father, who disappeared some time ago under mysterious circumstances. When the strange Mrs Whatsit appears at her family’s home one night, Meg and her brother Charles embark on an adventurous mission through time and space whose ultimate objective is to find her long-lost father. Their journey takes them to fascinating and at times scary places beyond our known universe. Will they be reunited with their father in the end?
· This book is packed with vivid imagination, strange places and fascinating creatures: students who are into fantasy books will certainly like this book. In my opinion, it will also appeal to girls rather than boys, since a lot of the ‘action’ also happens on the emotional level: as the story unfolds, we keep gaining insights into Meg’s feelings, which she will always thoroughly reflect on before making decisions.
· The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
· Milo is a young boy who seems easily bored with his surroundings and thinks learning is a waste of time. He receives a mysterious parcel and goes on a fantastic adventure that helps him understand and appreciate the wonders of the world a little bit better. 
· This book is full of puns and crazy imagery; it is funny and witty, and it doesn’t take itself too seriously. If you like stories like “Alice in Wonderland” or “the Never Ending Story”, you will probably love this too. This is the most complex of the books in my opinion, and readers need to understand some abstract thinking and the use of puns to understand it.
· Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
· When 10 year-old Winnie Foster by chance discovers a boy drinking from a fountain in the nearby wood one day, she meets (and is actually taken hostage by) the very nice Tuck family. They are, however, nothing like a normal family: since they drank from the fountain, they cannot die. Winnie will have to make some tough choices that will not only decide her own fate…
· I loved the book, and so will many students: its vivid narration and characters capture you immediately, and although the idea behind the story may not seem new, it is related in such a clever and imaginative way that you can’t put it down. Because of its universal themes, it is also a good read for adults of any age.
· The Secret of the Old Clock by Carolyn Keene
· Nancy Drew is the daughter of a lawyer and loves nothing better than unravelling mysteries and helping those in need. When she uncovers a story about a more than shady will, she is determined to find out the truth.
· An exciting book with a strong and nosy female lead character. A true page-turner, especially for those inclined to read detective novels and those who like more traditional happy endings.   

· Verbal Instructions for students are written in cursive!
· Important aspects are underlined.
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Preparation before 1st lesson:
· Copy the first pages from every book and hand it out for a pre-reading and book choosing activities (you can find these pages in the About Time folder)
· Plan the project time. Suggestion: 6 weeks. The class can work on the project on the same day each week to keep it consistent (=project lessons). During other lessons different topics can be covered. This way the kids have enough time to read the book and the topic does not get boring.
· Be prepared to shortly introduce each book before the pre-reading activity, so the kids know what they might like (e.g. compare it to other books/movies they may know). See above descriptions in case you have not had time to read one of them. Have a hard-copy of the book to show them the cover. 
· Print booklets with the following setting in Word: 
Seite einrichtenmehrere SeitenBuch;  beidseitig drucken, Blatt über kurze Seite drehen.
The first page can be coloured to give it a more distinct look, but the colour should not prevent students from drawing on it. 
Staple the pages together before handing them out!


Proposed Schedule*
*Make sure to adapt this plan to your student’s motivation and skills. Instead of doing all of the tasks in this paper, we would recommend picking those that best suit you and your class. Doing all of them could very easily get too much for the kids.

	 Project lessons
	Homework

	1st lesson 
· Topic & Book Introduction
· Book Choosing
	Read through tasks in booklet

	2nd lesson
· Finish Book Choosing (if necessary)
· Prediction on a sheet paper
· Free-project time (cover)
	Glue/write the prediction in your booklet.

	3rd lesson
· Start Reading (alone) & Discussion Cards (in groups)
	Read at least half of the book until next week!
Work on tasks 3 and 6a! You will need them in the next lesson.

	4th lesson
· 3) Quotes and 6b) Words n’ Phrases
· Free-project time
· Hand out instructions for book presentation.

	Start working on the other tasks in your booklets. You will have time to do this in the next lesson as well. If you want your texts corrected, hand them in by ____________
(one week before the booklets have to be handed in, so the teacher can correct and students can rewrite them)
Finish reading the book.

	5th lesson
· Post-reading activities and homework
· Free-project time
· Optional: work on book-presentations
	Finish your booklets by next week.
Do not forget to correct your texts before you put them in the booklet.

	6th lesson
· Hand in booklets
· Preparations/instructions for video
	Upload video
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Pre-reading/1st & 2nd lesson
[bookmark: _Toc440478604]Topic & Book Introduction
The teacher shortly presents the different books (1-2 min. each maximum) and the topic, so the students have an overview.
The students are told about the booklets, that there are different tasks in them (all explained in the booklet) and that some of the tasks have to be done during the lesson (e.g. specific tasks in groups), while other tasks should be done either at home or within the free-project time (=2 lessons in which the students can work on their tasks on their own) . These tasks are marked with different symbols in the booklet.  Read through the first page in the book together and tell the students to read through the remaining tasks for homework, to get an overview.
The book-specific tasks (Task N° 8 in the booklet) should only be distributed after the students have finished reading their books. 
[bookmark: _Toc440478605]Book Choosing
WHEN: Start of the project
WHY: To help students decide on a book and help them immerse themselves into the topic/stories.
WHAT: The students have the remaining time of the first project-lesson to choose the book they want to read in the following weeks. The teacher provides the students with their booklets and small stacks with the first few pages of each book stapled together (I will only call them stacks from now on), all arrayed on a table in the front of the class. Then the students receive the following task verbally:

1) When you open your booklets, on your first page you will find a list with three grids: Book title, unknown words per page and comments. 

2) Now pick one of the stacks, write down the title of the book in your grid and start reading the story. While reading, try to visualize everything that is happening. Try to feel the atmosphere of the books, image what smells you might smell and what time of day it is. Whenever you stumble upon a word you really cannot guess at all – not even in context – make one line in the second grid (unknown words)

3) Once you have finished reading, look at the last grid: comments. Write down everything you know/can guess about the characters, the plot and the setting of the book so far. If something has not been mentioned in the book, try to guess: What kind of person could this be? Does it sound like a funny book? Is it really serious? Will the plot be full of action or rather focused on characters and dialogues?

4) Once you are done with the first book, put the stack back on the table and take a different one. Repeat steps 1-3.

Make sure that you get to read at least 3 different books by the end of the lesson and fill in all the girds in your booklet! This is really important, because you will have to decide which book to read (and to buy) within this week!
You are expected to bring along your book in each project lesson!

While working on this task, you can sit on the floor or lie on the table - whatever helps you concentrate on reading the book. Please help others concentrate as well by not making any loud noises or talking! 
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Prediction
WHEN: After the students have chosen their books and have read the first few pages, but before they have bought it /read any further. 
WHY: To get them into the mood for reading, make them question what the book is about and heighten anticipation. To help students overcome writing blocks and enable them to write freely, without fear of correction.
WHAT: The students write this in their booklets (or on a sheet of paper they later glue into their booklets), but the task is presented to them verbally:
Take a sheet of paper (A4, folded) and, for the next 10 minutes, write down all the expectations or questions you have about the book! You can also write down any associations you had while reading the first page, compare the character’s situation to your own or just ramble on about the topic, about time, in general.  
There is no need to worry about spelling or digressing from the topic, and if you really cannot think of a word, use the German one instead. This will not be graded and you can still correct it later on if you wish to. 
There are only 2 rules:
· Do not put down your pen for 10 minutes! 
· Use the “will future” and some of the following expressions in your sentences:

Written on blackboard: 

	
· I think that…. 
· I expect ….
· I guess…
· I bet that…
· I am afraid ….
· I really hope…
· I wonder if…

	


       will / won’t




When you are done, glue this sheet into your booklet on the page for task 1 or write it in your booklet by hand, so you can correct any mistakes you may have made.
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While-Reading
[bookmark: _Toc440478608]Start reading & Discussion Cards
WHEN: Once the books have arrived. Students have to bring books to class! 
WHY: Make sure everyone starts reading (the ones who already did can continue where they left off) and initial questions or confusions can be cleared up by talking about them in groups later on. Also the teacher will be around for assisting with the first few hurdles if need be. 
This will take at least one lesson.
WHAT: The students start/continue reading by themselves in class for 20 minutes. They are asked to read quietly, slowly and carefully, visualizing what is happening all the while. After reading, they get together in groups of 4-5 students who have read the same book. They are each assigned a role/task by using the cards below (language police, character detective, expression expert, where & when, questions). If there are more cards than students in one group, someone will have to take more than one card.

	
Language Police
English please!
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRsOP8COVMHnLgBvY4MBKXzN7cyqnebKCsuG2kZwk33evSVRQNFyw]
You are responsible for reminding your group to speak English only!
Show this card whenever somebody speaks German (instead of English)
	
New Expressions Expert
[image: https://thelegacybuilder.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/expert.gif]
Ask your friends to find one new phrase or expression they would like to remember. Highlight these phrases in your book and write them on vocab cards.

	
Character Detective
[image: http://vignette3.wikia.nocookie.net/capcomdatabase/images/4/4d/GhostTrickDetectiveRindge.png/revision/latest?cb=20110129004853]
List all the characters you have met so far. What do you know about them? Who are they? What is their role in the story? What mood are they in? Do you like or dislike them? Do you trust/distrust them?
	
Where and When?
[image: http://d5tjh8coh0tpm.cloudfront.net/files/when-and-where-logo.jpg?7489a8]
Where and when does your story play? Find a passage in the txt where the setting (place and time) is described. Highlight it and copy a few important details into your booklet.

	
Asking Questions
[image: https://pixabay.com/static/uploads/photo/2014/09/25/19/36/question-mark-460863_640.jpg]
Ask everyone to write down one question they have in mind now. What would they like to know about the book?
Share your questions and write them into your booklet. 
Answer them if you can!
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WHEN: After students have read a good part of the book and done task 6a) in their booklets.
WHY: Improve vocabulary and use of idiomatic English; verbal and written repetition.
WHAT: 
· Get together in groups of 4-5 people who have read different books.
· Choose 3 interesting words & phrases you have collected from your book and write them on a strip of paper. All of the paper strips are then put on the table facing down and are mixed up. 
· Each group member picks one piece of paper in turns now. 
· Each time everyone has to guess what the phrase on the paper means. Then the person who wrote it down reads the example sentence in their booklet out loud (This should make the guessing much easier!). Finally, they explain the meaning of the phrase to everyone. 
· After a word/phrase has been explained, everyone has to come up with their own sentence using the phrase and write it down on page 10 of their booklets (6b) Words n’ Phrases) 
· Underline the new phrase in your sentence!
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[bookmark: _Toc440478611]Cue Cards to work in same-book-groups
For this exercise you will need 50 fabulous discussion-prompt cards by Laura Robb, which you can find here: http://amymerrell.wikispaces.com/file/view/DiscussionPromptCards_4ReadingGroups.pdf
WHEN: After all students have finished reading their books.
WHY: Swap ideas and opinions about the book. Make sure everyone has understood the main points and give students an opportunity to clear up remaining questions. Students converse in English without stress (no teacher/grading) and repeat new vocabulary. Students reflect on the book and on their own feelings when reading it.
WHAT: 
Work in mixed-book groups of 3-4 people. Each group gets a stack of cards with various colours. 
The oldest member of your group starts with picking one card and reads it out loud to the rest of the group. When you have thoroughly discussed the card, someone else picks a card (take clockwise turns).
Make sure to pick different colours every time, if possible.
Be prepared to talk about the things you discussed in class afterwards.

Once all groups have had sufficient time to work on their cards, make sure each group shortly reviews their discussion and opinions in front of class. Ask specific questions if they have trouble at first (e.g. which card was the most controversial and made you quarrel? Was there something interesting you found out about another’s opinion? Did all of the cards fit for your book?)

Other possible activities for same-book groups

· The teacher copies passages in the book and cuts them into single sentences. The students have to put them back in order.
· Spelling bee: have students work in pairs and do a spelling bee together, with words prepared by teacher or new words from their own booklets.
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Optional Activity for mixed-book groups: book sharing
· Distribute the below sheet and instruct students to do the first part for homework. Provide students with paper for their noun cards.
· In the next lesson, students come together in groups and do the second tasks.
1. Homework for book sharing

4 important nouns
Choose 4 objects that play an important role in the book and write each on a different card. (Example: ring, dwarf, mountain and dragon for The Hobbit)
Big trouble
Choose a passage in your book where one the main characters is in big trouble, has a problem or is very sad. Practice reading this passage so you can later read it out to your group!
The best moments
Find a passage in your book in which one of the main characters is really happy. You can mark it with a post-it or write it down. Practice reading the passage out loud, so you can later present it to your group. Make sure the way you read the passage (fast, loud, enthusiastic or slow?) fits the message! 
About time
Find a passage in your book that is about time. You can mark it with a post-it or write it down.  Practice reading the passage out loud, so you can later present it to your group.

2. In class activity for book sharing 

4 words
Show your noun and adjective cards to friends and have them guess what the book might be about.
Asks lots of questions about your friends’ books in order to find out what they are about, what problems the main characters have to solve and what kind of people they are!
Big trouble and The best moments
Read the passages you have chosen to your friends and explain why the characters feel that way.
About Time
Read the passage you have chosen to your group. Explain what role time plays in your book, and compare this with the role time plays in the other books.  
Is time something to be wasted, something to enjoy, or something that can be hurtful? Do the characters struggle with the time they have? 

HOMEWORK

Write your own, true sentences using the adjectives and nouns you have collected from your friends!
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Book-specific writing tasks
WHEN: After all students have finished reading their books.
WHY: Get students to further explore one or several themes and/or ideas of their books 
WHAT: Distribute the prompts among the groups. Start writing in class and have them finish the tasks at home. Optionally, the students could read their letters out in their respective groups.


The (ideas for) book-specific tasks have been taken (and partly adapted) from: 
· http://www.brighthubeducation.com
· http://www.webenglishteacher.com/juster.html
Idioms task  Batten, Daniel (2007). The Teaching of Reading - The Phantom Tollbooth unit, pages 12&20

	
8) The Phantom Tollbooth
Choose one of the following tasks!
1) How does Milo change during the course of the novel? Do you believe that his life will be significantly different after his time in the Lands Beyond? Write a short story about his next day at school, showing how he interacts with his friends and teachers. 

2) The author of The Phantom Tollbooth uses a very colourful type of writing called idioms.
Using the Internet, find out what an idiom is and find four idioms that you like. Next, on
a square piece of paper, draw a picture to go with each idiom you have chosen and write the idiom on the back. For example, the idiom “It’s raining cats and dogs” could show cats and dogs falling from the sky just like rain. Make the pictures large enough so you can show them to the class later. In order to fit them into your booklet, glue in an envelope and fold the pictures up, so you can put them in it.
Helpful links to explore:
• Idiom Site (http://www.idiomsite.com)
• ESL Idiom Page (http://www.eslcafe.com/idioms/id-mngs.html)
• Idioms By Kids (http://www.idiomsbykids.com/)
• The Idiom Connection (http://www.idiomconnection.com/)
You can show your pictures to your classmates and let them guess what idioms you have chosen by looking at the pictures.






	


8) Tuck Everlasting

Choose one of the following tasks!
1) Imagine you are Winnie Foster. Decide whether immortality (= not to be able to die) is something good or bad: is it a blessing or a curse? Based on your decision about living forever, write a letter to Jesse Tuck in which you tell him whether or not you plan to drink the water that gives you immortality when you turn seventeen. Give several reasons why drinking the water is a good/bad idea. 
2) Imagine you are Jesse Tuck. Decide whether immortality (= not to be able to die) is something good or bad: is it a blessing or a curse? Based on your decision about living forever, write a letter to Winnie Foster, in which you either encourage or discourage her to drink the water that gives her immortality when she turns 17.  Give several reasons why drinking the water is a good/bad idea


	
8) A Wrinkle in Time
Choose one of the following tasks!
1) Imagine you are Meg and you have just learned that you are going on a journey through time and space. Which items would you take with you, and why would you need them? Since you do not have the time to pack your things right now, travel back in time to send a letter to your former self, describing all the things you should pack and why!
2) Meg’s journey also takes her to planet of Camazotz, where everybody has to conform and act exactly like everyone else. How would you feel if you lived there? Would you be able to conform, or would you rebel? Imagine you are on Camazotz and write a diary entry in which you describe your personal experiences during your time there. Do not forget to explain why you would conform/not conform to their rules!


	
8) The Secret of the Old Clock
Choose one of the following tasks!
1) Choose one scene from the book and rewrite it - but this time imagine Nancy Drews as a boy called Ned.  What would happen differently? Would anything change? How would other characters interact with Ned?
2)  Newspaper article: Choose a side-character (someone who does not play a big role in your book) who now becomes a reporter writing for the local newspaper. Let them write an article about one of the adventures your protagonist has in the book.

Remember that an article…
…needs a good headline that catches the reader’s attention and tells them what it is about.
… does not include personal feelings or thoughts, but should be factual. 
Also, remember that the side character does not know everything that happened in detail! They can only describe the scene from the perspective of an outsider.
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Book Presentation 
· To give students enough time to prepare the video, the instruction sheet on the next page should be handed out to them and discussed in class at least 2 weeks before the final project has to be uploaded. 
· The presentation should be done in same-book groups (of 2-3 people, bigger groups split).
· The students can get one lesson to prepare this in class; the rest of the work should be done at home! 
Some useful links for book-trailers
http://jamigold.com/2014/09/how-to-create-a-diy-book-trailer/ article on how to do a book trailer 
http://www.booktrailercafe.com/book-trailer-production-kit/ 
https://diy.org/skills/reader/challenges/2103/create-a-book-trailer



BOOK PRESENTATION

Each group has to present their book in the final stage of the project in the form of a video. 
If your group consists of more than 3 people, split into two separate groups. The presentation should be recorded on Eyejot. Your video should be between 2 and 5 minutes long.

Here are some things you CAN do in your presentation. You do not need to do all of them, just pick one you like and go with it.

1. You can give a rough overview of the book by talking about some of the events in it, or by simply picking a number of interesting scenes to talk about without showing how they connect.  Your audience should get an idea of 1) the main characters, 2) the tone of the book and 3) the main quest/topic of the book.
You can use quotes from the book if you want to.
No spoilers! 
This should NOT be a summary of the book.
2. Dialogue: You can also create an interview between one of the characters and a reporter. Make sure you stay in character and answer as the person in the book would – and not like you normally would!
3. You can act out a scene from the book together.

Here are some things you HAVE TO DO in your presentation. 

4. Visual Input: Make sure to include some visual elements in your trailer – apart from yourselves! No matter how well you describe your scenes and the plot of your book, it is easier to focus on a presentation when there are pictures or objects in it. Use photographs, paintings, or book covers to visualize scenes from the book. Maybe you can even act them out yourselves!  
5. Find a fitting tone for your book. Is it dreary, funny, fast-paced, or epic? The tone of your presentation should match the one of your book (e.g. If you talk about a horror-story, you shouldn’t break out in giggles while talking). In order to get a better idea of how this can be done, look at book/movie trailers and see how colours, objects, background, and voice are used to create a certain atmosphere.  Try to do some of these things as well! It makes a big difference whether the camera points at a white wall or at a dark forest, a painting, or a blue tapestry.

Recording your trailer on Eyejot: Make sure to test the program first – check if the camera catches all relevant parts and that you talk loud enough to be audible when playing the recorded video. Make a short trial video, and copy the link somewhere to be sure you know how it works. Do this BEFORE recording it properly!
The maximum recording time is 5 minutes; after that, the recording will stop automatically.
Upload the link to your video on Moodle in the category: Book Trailers.

In order to get full marks on your book trailer make sure that…
· …it is between 2-5 minutes in length.
· …you speak freely! Practise your text beforehand while the camera is turned on, so you can see what you can do better. 
· …make sure your voice fits the tone of the book!
· …everyone in your group plays a relevant part in the presentation.
· …other visual media like cards, photos, self-drawn pictures, or the book covers are used.
· …you do not give away the ending or any information that would ruin the suspense while reading.
· …in the end, your audience knows what kind of book you presented (funny, detective, fantasy, …) 
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