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Term Paper: 

AMERICAN IDENTITIES EXPRESSED IN POEMS

· T4: Theme: Poems with a focus on American identity/identities 
· Further issues that are discussed: Are poems and songs important features to build identities? What about a European identity? Does it exist? Is it expressed in poems and songs? 
· Level: Upper School, Year 8 
by Martina Lurz , 0106800 

512.139 Fachdidaktisches PS 4, Dr. Pölzleitner

SS 2006

Outline of Tasks: 

	Time
	Task
	Rationale behind
	Organization
	Material needed

	1 Introduction 

	5 min. 
	 1.1 Song: America (Neil Diamond): Before listening: guessing the blanks 
	It introduces the topic in a “smooth”, fun way; songs are part of 17 year-olds worlds’. 
	Individual

In pairs  
	tape/cd: America (Neil Diamond)



	10 min. 
	1.2 Song: After listening: 
· Task sheet and discussion in pairs. With which words does Diamond describe “his” America?

· Summing-up the students’ ideas on the blackboard. 
	Students should become aware of what “America” means – not only for Diamond but for many others (U.S. as the land of liberty, home for all who want to be free etc.). 
	Individual listening 
Discussion in Pairs
class 


	blackboard
chalk 

	2 Main part 

	6 min.
	2.1 Pick a poem: Several copies of (the below) written poems are hung on a clothes line. Students walk around, read them and then pick the one they like best. 
	Students can choose the poem they like best. Groups are formed (students with the same poem get together). 
	Students walk around in class
	poems

clothes line

pegs

	15 min. 
	2.2 Painting the poem: Students try to express the poem’s images in a painting. 
	Students personalize the work of art and make their own associations. 
	Individually
	watercolors

wax crayons paper, cups

brushes, rag 

	15 min. 
	2.3 Worksheet: Students do the given tasks
	The pupils should think in more depth about what it is “in” the poem. 
	Individually 
	

	10-15 min. 
	2.4 Group discussion: about the chosen poem (images, feelings, problems addressed, speaker’s attitude…)
	Exchanging ideas, views… should lead to more knowledge and awareness 
	Groups 
	

	10-15 min. 
	2.5 Introducing the group-presentation: Groups discuss the different presentation-methods (see sheet “poem presentation”) and then decide on various tasks. 
	Students should discover themselves that many more things can be done with poems…  
	Groups
	

	30-50 min. 
	2.6 Poem-presentations
	Students get to know the other poems and get the chance to experience and do something new themselves.   
	Groups present
	

	3 Follow-ups: 

	2 min.
	3.1 Melting-Pot painting on the board: Every group agrees on the three most important aspects/themes of their poem and writes them in the “melting-pot” (which is a circle on the board).   
	Collecting all the themes of the various poems. 
	Groups

	chalk

	5-15 min. 
	3.2 Class-discussion: What does our melting-pot look like? What do you think about it? Is this (the result which I do not know yet because it is a kind of open project) American identity? Who agrees/disagrees with our findings?   
	Connects the story with the real world of the students
	Class discussion
	

	
	3.3 Homework: Internet researches on poems/songs that talk about American identity – numbers compared with the ones found on European identity. 
	Connects the story with the pupils’ worlds.  
	Individually, internet research 
	

	10-20 min. 
	3.4 European identity: Students compare their findings and discuss their views on the European Union and on European identity. Later-on, class-discussion about the different views. 
	Connects the story with the pupils’ worlds.  
	In pairs

Class discussion
	

	
	3.5 Homework: Choose between two topics (essay-writing) 
	Connects the story with the pupils’ worlds and should make them think about their own presents and futures. 
	Individually, written
	


Poems taken from: Barnet, Sylvan, ed. at al. (2003). Literature for Composition. Essays, Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. New York: Longman.1045-1055, 1112-1114. 

Song lyrics taken from:  http://www.seeklyrics.com/lyrics/Neil-Diamond/America.html [Sept. 19th, 2006] 

Poetry Project on: 
AMERICAN IDENTITIES
EXPRESSED IN POEMS
POEMS: 
THE NEW COLOSSUS

by Emma Lazarus, 1883

ELLIS ISLAND
by Joseph Bruchac III, 1978
CHILD OF THE AMERICAS
by Aurora Levins Morales, 1986
THEME FOR ENGLISH B
by Langston Hughes, 1949
moving camp too far

by Nila northSun, 1977

I, TOO, SING AMERICA

by Langston Hughes, 1925
ON THE AMTRAK FROM BOSTON TO NEW YORK CITY
by Sherman Alexie, 1993
OUTCAST 
by Claude McKay, 1921

PROSPECTIVE IMMIGRANTS - PLEASE NOTE

by Adrienne Rich, 1962
Name: __________________________
Date:_______________________________

Summary of the tasks:
Below, you find a list of the tasks you have to do for our poem project: AMERICAN IDENTITIES EXPRESSED IN POEMS. Tick off the activities when have completed them. 
	WHAT (task)
	HOW (write, speak…)
	WITH (partner, group, alone…)
	done ( (+date)

	1.1 Before-listening to the song: Guessing the blanks
	guessing and writing
	alone, partner (compare) 
	

	1.2 After-listening: Task sheet 
	speaking and writing 
	partner
	

	2.1 Pick a poem
	walking around, reading, 
	alone
	

	2.2 Painting the poem
	painting
	alone 
	

	2.3 Poetry worksheet (finish at home) 
	reading, writing (answering) 
	alone
	

	2.4 Group discussion about the poem and the worksheet
	speaking
	in group
	

	2.5 Deciding on various tasks for the presentation
	speaking 
	in group
	

	2.6 Presentation
	up to you! 
	individual within his/her group
	

	3.1 U.S.: melting pot: Agree on 3 themes of your poem
	speaking, writing on the board
	group
	

	3.2 Class discussion: Attitudes towards the “melting pot”
	speaking
	class 
	

	3.3 Homework: Internet researches on number of songs/poems about American and on European identity
	reading
	alone
	

	3.4 Class discussion: Comparison of findings, views on European identity
	speaking
	class 
	

	3.5 Homework: Essay-writing (choose one of two given topics) 
	writing
	alone
	


1.1 Song: America (by Neil Diamond): Before-listening: 
Before we listen to the song “America” by Neil Diamond… 
· guess the 12 missing words (do so individually) 
· fill the blanks with your own associations

· exchange your ideas with a partner
Far, we've been traveling far

Without a home, but not without a star

______________ (1), only want to be ________________ (2)
We huddle close and hang on to a ________________ (3)
 

On the boats and on the planes

They're coming to America

Never ________________ (4) back again

They're coming to America

 

Home, don't it seem so ________________ (5) away

Oh, we're traveling light today

In the eye of the storm

In the eye of the storm

 

Home, it's a ________________ (6) and a shiny place 
Make our bed, and we'll say our grace

________________ (7)'s light burning warm

________________ (8)'s light burning warm

 

Everywhere around the ________________ (9)
They're coming to America

Every time that flag's unfurled

They're coming to America

 

Got a ________________ (10) to take them there

They're coming to America

Got a ________________ (11) they've come to share

They're coming to America

 

They're coming to America

They're coming to America

They're coming to America

They're coming to America


Today, today, today, today, today 

My country 'tis of thee

Today
Sweet land of ________________ (12) 
Today
Of thee I sing

Today
Of thee I sing

1.2 Song: After-listening: 

Now, as we have listened to the song “America”, discuss the following points with a partner:  
· How many blanks did you guess right? 
· According to this song, why do the people want to come to America? 
· Neil Diamond uses many images and descriptions of America in his song. What is “his” America like? Below, write down all his (Diamond’s) descriptive words for “America”. 

AMERICA

2.1 Pick a poem: 
Walk around in class and have a look at the poems on the clothes-line. Read some of them (there are 9 different poems) and then pick the one you like best. Then, write down a few reasons for your choice. 
I chose the poem _____________________________________________________ 

written by ________________________________ in the year of  _______________

because ____________________________________________________________  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.2 Painting the poem: 
An old proverb says that there is painting in poetry and poetry in painting. If your chosen poem were a painting, which colors, images, objects etc. would you see in it or associate with it? 
Give your poem the colors and shapes you want it to have and paint your poem on an extra sheet of paper.   
2.3 Poetry-Worksheet: 
Do the following tasks individually. They should help you to analyze the poem and to interpret it (which means, to form your own ideas about it). If you cannot finish the tasks in class, make sure you do so at home, because you will need them for our group-discussions.
· Read your poem again. 

· Then, think about the following aspects: 

POEM AND YOU: 

· What kind of mood does the poem convey? 

· How does this poem make you feel? 

· Is there something in it you cannot understand?

POEM AND THE POET: 

· What feelings do you think the poet was trying to express? Do you feel the same/the opposite? 
· What do you think did the poet want to express with/in his poem? In other words, what is the purpose of the poem? Does it seem to be written in response to a specific event? 

· Does the speaker address somebody? Who is it? Are you addressed, too?  

· Is there more than one speaker?  

· Is there reliable information in the poem? 

POEM AND ITS MESSAGE: 

· Is there something strange about the title?  

· What is the main topic of the poem? 

· Which other issues, problems, or events are presented in the poem? Are there any solutions suggested to the issues/problems addressed? 

· How is “American identity” depicted in the song? What’s the speaker’s attitude, his/her “vision” of America? 

2.4 Group discussion: 
Get together in your group and then compare your answers to the questions on the poetry work sheet (2.3). Take some notes. 

Points you should discuss could be, for example: 

What are the main problems addressed? 

Do you have different feelings about the poem? 
Where do you differ from each other? 
Where do you feel the same? 
Is there something you cannot understand and a group member can give you an answer? 
sdd your/your group’s questions, answers, ideas ………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2.5 Poem presentation: 

Our final presentation of the poems works like this: 
· Every group has to do a presentation of its selected poem. 
· Within this group presentation, every member must choose one of the following tasks (see list below) and present this task to the whole class (time-limit: 1 – 1½ minute per person). 
[image: image1.wmf]Discuss which activities are most meaningful and interesting for your classmates in connection with your poem. 
[image: image2.wmf]Make sure you choose tasks that complement each other (in your group) so that your classmates get a full picture of the main images of your poem. 
List of possible tasks: 
· Short biography of the author – only what is relevant in connection with the images/main topics found in the poem 

· Present a painting (it can be your own painting) that you associate with the poem and describe it in a few sentences 
· Find a song which talks about the same themes

· Present the historical and cultural background of your poem

· Bring pictures of the time the poem was written 

· Find a recent newspaper article which deals with your topic

· Write an inner-monologue: Choose if you want to be the speaker of the poem or the one the poem is addressed to 

· Act out your poem 

· Bring a few objects that are mentioned in the poem or that you associate with the themes

· Write your own poem – it can be a response to the poem you dealt with or it can be a similar poem 

If you have other suggestions, feel free to talk to me about them!  

3.1 Melting-Pot painting on the board: 
In your group, agree on the three most important themes that, as far as American identity is concerned, occur in your poem. 

The three most important themes as far as American identity is concerned are: ____________________, ________________________, _____________________
Then, write those aspects in the “melting pot” on the board.  
3.2 Class-discussion: 
What does our melting-pot look like? Who agrees/disagrees with our findings? What is American identity?
3.3 Homework: 
· Do an internet research on poems/songs that talk about American identity. How many can you find? 
Number of poems/songs found on American identity: _______________________________________

Do the same research on European identity. Can you find as many poems/songs as for the U.S.? Print out the ones you like best and bring them to class. 

Number of poems/songs found on European identity: _______________________________________

Of all the songs and poems found on European identity on the internet, I liked ____________________________________________ best. 

3.4 European identity: 
Compare your findings with a partner. Then, discuss the following points:  

· When looking back at our poetry project, is there something that all Americans (people from the U.S.) have in common, that unites them? If yes, what is it? 

· Do you think that there are certain things that all Europeans share and that unite them, as well?  
· Is there such a “thing” as “European identity” (Do YOU feel European?)? Are you proud to be a member of the European Union? 
· Do you think that poems and songs are important to shape/build identities?   
3.5 Homework: 
Choose one of the following tasks: 
· Write an essay (approx. 500 words) about your identity.  
Answer the questions: “Who am I? What is important to me?” Also, include some of the following aspects: What are your feelings towards the European Union? Do you feel European? Are you proud to be a member of the EU? Which identities do you have - Austrian, Turkish, English, Croat, Styrian, Viennese, Grazer etc.? Do you have a European identity? 

· Write an essay (approx. 500 words) about the general attitudes Europeans have towards the European Union. 
Include some of the following aspects: What do people generally think about the EU? What is the union good for? What are the general purposes of the EU? Have those aims been achieved? If not, why not? Do Europeans feel “European”? Why/why not? Is such a feeling necessary for our future? If yes, what could be/needs to be done in order to engender this feeling? 
THE NEW COLOSSUS

by Emma Lazarus, 1883

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 

With conquering limbs astride from land to land;

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.

"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she

With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

ELLIS ISLAND 
by Joseph Bruchac III, 1978   
   Beyond the red brick of Ellis Island
   where the two Slovak children 
   who became my grandparents 
   waited the long days of quarantine, 
   after leaving the sickness, 
   the old Empires of Europe, 
   a Circle Line ship slips easily 
   on its way to the island 
   of the tall women, green 
   as dreams of forests and meadows 
   waiting for those who'd worked 
   a thousand years 
   yet never owned their own. 

   Like millions of others, 
   I too come to this island, 
   nine decades the answerer
   of dreams. 
   Yet only one part of my blood loves 
   that memory. 
   Another voice speaks 
   of native lands 
   within this nation. 
   Lands invaded 
   when the earth became owned. 
   Lands of those who followed 
   the changing Moon, 
   knowledge of the seasons 
   in their veins. 

CHILD OF THE AMERICAS 
by Aurora Levins Morales, 1986
I am a child of the Americas,

a light-skinned mestiza of the Caribbean, 

a child of many diaspora, born into this continent at a crossroads. 
I am a U.S. Puerto Rican Jew, 

a product of the ghettos of New York I have never known. 

An immigrant and the daughter and granddaughter of immigrants.

I speak English with passion: it’s the tongue of my consciousness, 

a flashing knife blade of crystal, my tool, my craft. 

I am Caribeña, island grown. Spanish is in my flesh, 
ripples from my tongue, lodges in my hips:
the language of garlic and mangoes, 

the singing in my poetry, the flying gestures of my hands. 
I am of Latinoamerica, rooted in the history of my continent: 
I speak from that body. 

 

I am not African. African is in me, but I cannot return. 
I am not Taína. Taíno is in me, but there is no way back. 

I am not European. Europe lives in me, but I have no home there. 
I am new. History made me. My first language was spanglish. 

I was born at the crossroads

and I am whole. 
 

THEME FOR ENGLISH B
by Langston Hughes, 1949
The instructor said, 
Go home and write 
a page tonight. 
And let that page come out of you--- 
Then, it will be true. 

I wonder if it's that simple?
 
I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem. 
I went to school there, then Durham, then here 
to this college on the hill above Harlem. 
I am the only colored student in my class. 
The steps from the hill lead down into Harlem 
through a park, then I cross St. Nicholas, 
Eighth Avenue, Seventh, and I come to the Y, 
the Harlem Branch Y, where I take the elevator 
up to my room, sit down, and write this page: 

It's not easy to know what is true for you or me 
at twenty-two, my age. But I guess I'm what 
I feel and see and hear, Harlem, I hear you: 
hear you, hear me---we two---you, me, talk on this page. 
(I hear New York too.) Me---who? 
Well, I like to eat, sleep, drink, and be in love. 
I like to work, read, learn, and understand life. 
I like a pipe for a Christmas present, 
or records---Bessie, bop, or Bach. 
I guess being colored doesn't make me not like 
the same things other folks like who are other races. 
So will my page be colored that I write? 
Being me, it will not be white. 
But it will be 
a part of you, instructor. 
You are white--- 
yet a part of me, as I am a part of you. 
That's American. 
Sometimes perhaps you don't want to be a part of me. 
Nor do I often want to be a part of you. 
But we are, that's true! 
As I learn from you,
I guess you learn from me--- 
although you're older---and white--- 
and somewhat more free. 

This is my page for English B. 

moving camp too far

by Nila northSun, 1977
        i can't speak of

              many moons

              moving camp on travois

        i can't tell of 

              the last great battle

              counting coup or

              taking scalp
        i don't know what it

              was to hunt buffalo

              or do the ghost dance

        but

        i can see an eagle

              almost extinct

              on slurpee plastic cups

        i can travel to powwows

              in campers & winnebagos

        i can eat buffalo meat

              at the tourist burger stand

        i can dance to indian music

              rock-n-roll hey-a-hey-o

        i can

              & unfortunately

              i do

I, TOO, SING AMERICA

by Langston Hughes, 1925 

I, too, sing America.

    I am the darker brother.
    They send me to eat in the kitchen
    When company comes,
    But I laugh,
    And eat well,
    And grow strong.

    Tomorrow,
    I'll be at the table
    When company comes.
    Nobody'll dare
    Say to me,
    "Eat in the kitchen,"
    Then.

    Besides,
    They'll see how beautiful I am
    And be ashamed—

    I, too, am America.

ON THE AMTRAK FROM BOSTON TO NEW YORK CITY
by Sherman Alexie, 1993 

The white woman across the aisle from me says, “Look,

look at all the history, that house

on the hill there is over two hundred years old,”

as she points out the window past me.

 

into what she has been taught. I have learned

little more about American history during my few days

back East than what I expected and far less

of what we should all know of the tribal stories

 

whose architecture is 15,000 years older

than the corners of the house that sits

museumed on the hill.  “Walden Pond,”

the woman on the train asks, “Did you see Walden Pond?”

 

and I don’t have a cruel enough heart to break

her own by telling her there are five Walden Ponds

on my little reservation out West

and at least a hundred more surrounding Spokane,

 

the city I pretend to call my home.   “Listen,” 

I could have told her.  “I don’t give a shit

about Walden.  I know the Indians were living stories

around that pond before Walden’s grandparents were born

 

and before his grandparents’ grandparents were born.

I’m tired of hearing about Don-fucking-Henley saving it, too,

because that’s redundant.  If Don Henley’s brothers and sisters

and mothers and fathers hadn’t come here in the first place

 

then nothing would need to be saved.”

But I didn’t say a word to the woman about Walden

Pond because she smiled so much and seemed delighted

that I thought to bring her an orange juice

 

back from the food car. I respect elders

of every color.  All I really did was eat 

my tasteless sandwich, drink my Diet Pepsi

and nod my head whenever the woman pointed out

 

another little piece of her country’s history

while I, as all Indians have done

since this war began, made plans 

for what I would do and say the next time

 

somebody from the enemy thought I was one of their own.

OUTCAST 
by Claude McKay, 1921   

For the dim regions whence my fathers came 
My spirit, bondaged by the body, longs. 
Words felt, but never heard, my lips would frame; 
My soul would sing forgotten jungle songs. 
I would go back to darkness and to peace, 
But the great western world holds me in fee, 
And I may never hope for full release 
While to its alien gods I bend my knee. 
Something in me is lost, forever lost, 
Some vital thing has gone out of my heart, 
And I must walk the way of life a ghost 
Among the sons of earth, a thong apart. 

For I was born, far from my native clime 
Under the white man's menace, out of time. 

PROSPECTIVE IMMIGRANTS - PLEASE NOTE
by Adrienne Rich, 1962
Either your will
go through this door

or you will not go through.


If you go through 

there is always the risk

of remembering your name.

Things look at you doubly

and you must look back

and let them happen.


If you do not go through 

it is possible 

to live worthily


to maintain your attitudes 

to hold your position

to die bravely


but much will blind you, 

much will evade you,

at what cost who knows?


The door itself 

makes no promises.

It is only a door.

Solution: Song America (by Neil Diamond) 

Far, we've been traveling far

Without a home, but not without a star

Free (1), only want to be free (2) 
We huddle close and hang on to a dream (3)
 

On the boats and on the planes

They're coming to America

Never looking (4) back again

They're coming to America

 

Home, don't it seem so far (5) away

Oh, we're traveling light today

In the eye of the storm

In the eye of the storm

 

Home, it's a new (6) and a shiny place 
Make our bed, and we'll say our grace

Freedom (7)'s light burning warm

Freedom (8)'s light burning warm

 

Everywhere around the world (8)
They're coming to America

Every time that flag's unfurled

They're coming to America

 

Got a dream (10) to take them there

They're coming to America

Got a dream (11) they've come to share

They're coming to America

 

They're coming to America

They're coming to America

They're coming to America

They're coming to America


Today, today, today, today, today 

My country 'tis of thee

Today
Sweet land of liberty (12)
Today
Of thee I sing

Today
Of thee I sing

Today
