Overview

„Of Mice and Men“ – John Steinbeck

	Type of Activity


	Instructions
	Purpose
	Social Form

	Character Portraits
	Start collecting information about all the characters in the story. Keep a separate page for each character and add information as you continue reading. Compare your notes in the readers` conferences.
	The pupils should read the text carefully and get a clear picture of all the characters involved.
	Project work

	Underdogs
	There are four characters who can be seen as “Underdogs” – Crooks, Candy, Curley´s wife and Lennie. Why are they different from the others on the farm? What makes them special?

Find at least three other examples of outsiders/ underdogs in literature or film.
	to differenciate between the characters in a more detailed way;

The pupils should be able to do a little bit of research on a certain question, which should make them curious about other books or films.
	Project work

	Do they need each other?
	Reread the following text passage and consider the two questions “Do Lennie and George need each other?” or “Does only Lennie need George?” Add other examples from the text which support your arguments. 
	careful reading of the text; attempt to empathize with the characters;
	Project work

	The Killing
	The killing of Candy's old dog foreshadowed Lennie's death. Explain this connection between the two incidents. Describe the two killings, pointing out any similarities and differences between them.
	Realization that there are often connections within a text; understanding of these connections;
	Project work

	The American Dream
	One of the main themes in this book is the American Dream. When reading the novel mark all the passages that deal with this theme. Discuss your findings in the reader´s conferences and collect all the examples you have found. Sum up your findings. Answer the questions: What is the American Dream? Why is this phenomenon special for America? Are there any Austrians who “made it”, who lived the American dream? 
	The pupils should understand one of the main issues in this book and find a link to the real world. 
	Project work

	Summary
	After reading the story write a short summary (3 – 5 paragraphs) of the novel. Discuss and compare your summaries in your group and give each other feedback. After the reader´s conference revise your summary at home.
	to train the ability to write good sumaries;

to see if the novel has been understood
	Project work

	Film Script
	Reread the beginning of the novel and describe the first scene in YOUR movie in a few sentences (setting, i.e. place and time of action, people, first sentence that is spoken, action) or use the "outline of a screenplay" chart.
	The pupils should see the difference between a film script and a plain text and understand how a novel can be turned into a film.

Bring: solution sheet with film script
	Project work



by John Steinbeck

Reading Project

Step 1: Choosing a novel

Step 2: Getting Started (Reading Diaries)

Step 3: Reader´s Conferences and Workshop tasks

Step 4: Preparing the Book-Presentation

Step 5: Presentations

Step 6: Project Folder


1. Character portraits

Start collecting information about all the characters in the story. Keep a separate page for each character and add information as you continue reading. Start with the characters´ names and note down your associations with it. Always note down page references in order to locate specific quotes later. Compare your notes in the reader´s conferences.

2. Underdogs

a. There are four characters in this novel who can be seen as “Underdogs” – Crooks, Candy, Curley´s wife and Lennie. Why are they different from the others on the farm? What makes them to be special? What does Curley´s wife with the statement "They left all the weak ones here" on page 66 mean?

	Name
	Special characteristic/s – weakness 
	Page references

	Crooks


	
	

	Candy


	
	

	Curley´s wife


	
	

	Lennie


	
	


b. Find at least three other examples of outsiders/ underdogs in literature or film. 

3. Do they need each other?

Reread the following text passage right from the beginning of the novel and consider the two questions “Do Lennie and George need each other?” or “Does only Lennie need George?” Add other examples from the text which support your arguments. 
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4. The Killing

The killing of Candy's old dog foreshadowed Lennie's death. Explain this connection between the two incidents. Describe the two killings and point out any similarities and differences between them.

5. The American Dream

One of the main themes in this book is the American Dream. When reading the novel mark all the passages that deal with this theme. Discuss your findings in the reader´s conferences and collect all the examples you have found. Sum up your findings. (about 200 – 300 words) Additionally find answers to the following questions. What is the American Dream? Why is this phenomenon special for America? Are there any Austrians who “made it”, who lived the American dream? 

6. Summary

After reading the story write a short summary (3 – 5 paragraphs) of the novel. Discuss and compare your summaries in your group and give each other feedback. After the reader´s conference revise your summary at home.


7. Film Script

a. The Beginning of the Book

Reread the beginning of the novel (the first two pages up to "looks kinda scummy") and describe the first scene in YOUR movie in a few sentences (setting, i.e. place and time of action, people, first sentence that is spoken, action) or use the "outline of a screenplay" chart below.

Remember that in adapting the novel for the medium film, a film maker has to make choices into transferring the narrative into words and pictures. A film version is not a translation but a transformation. Events may take place in different order; settings may be altered; aspects of the narrative will be highlighted in film terms: choices will be made about the kind of shots used in each sequence to convey the meaning of the story; decisions will be made about editing, lighting, music and so on.

In Of Mice and Men, the book, we learn through dialogue of events which happened before the book starts: the incident with the girl in the red dress in Weed, Lennie killing the mice Aunt Clara gave him and so on. In a film version, a film maker may choose to make one of these events the opening sequence of the film or deal with them through flashback rather than having the actors just speak the dialogue from the book.

What choices would you make in constructing the opening sequence? Where would you start? What kind of shots do you need to capture the atmosphere, convey the setting, portray the characters? Do you need to write more dialogue? You also have to consider how the shots are edited into a sequence to achieve atmosphere and pace to move the story along. 

(cf. http://nibis.ni.schule.de/~miceandmen/aufgaben/index.htm)

Outline of a screenplay for the opening sequence of Of Mice and Men
	number & name of scene
	setting (place & time)
	action
	dialogue
	music & sounds
	field sizes & camera movement
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(cf. http://nibis.ni.schule.de/~miceandmen/aufgaben/index.htm)

b. Now ask your teacher for the solution sheet and compare your opening sequence with the opening sequence of the film version. Write a short comment about the differences and similarities.

1.      Credits            (02:20) 
[The film begins inside a moving boxcar, in which the flickering light dimly reveals a man hunched over. (It is only at the end of the film that we realize that what we are seeing is George traveling alone after killing Lennie). The credits are shown on the interior boxcar walls.]

2. On the run: Escape from Weed        (04:00) 
      GEORGE: Come on! 
[Screaming of a woman] 
[Dogs barking] 
      LENNIE: Them dogs! Them dogs! 
      GEORGE: Keep moving! [Panting] Come on. 
[Dogs barking] 
      MEN: Take 'em down! Over on the bank there. Keep looking! Get them 
dogs back on the scent! 
      GEORGE: [Splashing of water] Stay down. 
      MEN: That's a boy. Sniff it out! They done crossed that bridge! Horace, you go with them. Here we go! Come on! Come on! Pick it up, boy! Pick it up! They got to be down here somewhere! 
      GEORGE: Come on. Come on. Lennie. Get down. 
[Train approaching] [Train whistle blows] 
      GEORGE: Hurry up. Get up there. [Bell clangs] 
      LENNIE: George. 
      GEORGE: What you want? 
      LENNIE: Where are we going? 
      GEORGE: To get away from here. 
      LENNIE: I'm all wet. 
      GEORGE: Let's take off your coat. Come on. Come on. Just lay down and 
get some rest. 
      LENNIE: George. 
      GEORGE: Go to sleep, Lennie. 
      LENNIE: I´m sleeping. George.

3. In Town and on the bus           (08:45) 
[Background voices]
      LENNIE: George, where are we goin'? 
      GEORGE: We're going to a ranch to work. 
 
      BUSDRIVER: Come on. Get off here. 
      LENNIE: George. George, wake up. 
      BUSDRIVER: You're in Soledad. 
      GEORGE: We're going to the Tyler Ranch. 
      BUSDRIVER: You got to get off here! The ranch is down the road. 
      GEORGE: How far? 
      BUSDRIVER: Just down the road a stretch.

___________________________________________________________________________1992 Of Mice and Men, Regie: Gary Sinise, Lennie: John Malkovich, George: Gary Sinise, Curleys Frau: Betty Field. USA 115 Min
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( 8. Test )

Multiple choice or normal questions – answers on teacher´s desk

write a personal comment on this issue
2. Beyond the novel

http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/Belmont_HS/mice/
http://www.bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us/mice.html
Theme of Außenseiter (Outsider) vs. Sonderling (strange sort) in literature/ film → give examples

Definitions geben und fragen in welche Kategorie diese 4 einzuordnen sind 

explain what they have in common that causes them to be left out 
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