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POETRY  PROJECT  ON  WAR - students  task  sheet
	Skills, Topic
	ACTIVITIES ON POETRY IN CLASS
	Material

	Questionnaire + discussion 
	Task 1: Answer the poetry questionnaire. 

In groups of three discuss your answers.
	Work sheet 1

	Choosing a poem 

reading it 

+ painting / decorating it
 
	Task 2: Pick one of the five different poems hanging from the clothes line. Read it carefully. Then take either a plain sheet of paper and paint the poem OR glue the poem on a white or coloured sheet and decorate it the way you think it suits the poem. Be creative!  
	copies of 5 poems, scissors, coloured + white paper, glue, pencils, water colours, crayons, etc.

	Listening comprehension + discussion
	Task 3: Listen to Bob Dylan's song Blowin' in the wind and fill in the missing words. Discuss what the song is about.
	song track,
Work sheet 2

	Collecting words + rhymes for a war poem
	Task 4: Get together in groups of four (or five). Use Work sheet 4. You are going to collect words for a war poem. Write your name on the sheet and write down one word in each column that you associate with "war". Then hand your sheet to the person on your left who should put another (new) word beneath. Then s/he hands it to the next person, etc. Keep doing this for 5 minutes. The words can rhyme but they don't have to. After the 5 minutes are over, each student gets his own sheet back.
	Work sheet 4

	Composing creative couplets
	Task 5: Do the exercise on Work sheet 5 individually. Then read out the couplet you have composed to your partner. You are going to read out one couplet in pairs. (Decide on one!)
	Work sheet 5

	Comparing song + poem  addressed to the U.S. president
	Task 6: Work in pairs. One reads the song "Dear Mr. President", the other reads the poem "Mr. President". Each of you thinks about the questions asked on your sheet. Then tell each other about your text and discuss your thoughts. Compare what the song and the poem have in common and write down your findings. 
	Work sheet 6 A

Work sheet 6 B

	Found poem
	Task 7: Read the excerpt of the article. Choose  10 words. Switch sheets with your partner. S/he is going to use the words to write a war poem.
	Work sheet 7

	Reshaping run-on line poem: 

"The Wall"
	Task 8: Work in groups of three. Try to rearrange the poem in its original format. Mind spaces, punctuation, etc. Compare your version with the other groups. You may want to make changes. After you've come up with your final version you'll be shown the solution on a transparency. 
	Work sheet 8
transparency of original poem


	
	ACTIVITIES ON (WAR) POETRY
TO BE DONE AT HOME

	

	Writing a journal entry
	AFTER Task 1: Write an entry (~100 words) into your "Poetry Journal" about how you feel/felt about the questions asked in the questionnaire. 
	

	Writing a poem in the style of the BD song
	AFTER Task 3: Write a poem into your "Poetry Journal" in the style of the Bob Dylan song. Complete the lines. The following lesson you can read out your poem in class if you feel like it. 
	Work sheet 3

	Writing your own war poem
	AFTER Task 4 + 5: Write your own war poem (rhyming or not) using any words (at least 8) from your word list (Work sheet 4).
	Work sheet 4

	Writing another journal entry
	AFTER Task 6 + 7: Write another journal entry (~ 150 words min.) into your "Poetry Journal". Comment on either Task 6 (song + poem) or about the excerpt of the newspaper article in Task 7.  
	

	Completing /

writing your own poem 
	AFTER Task 8: Read the poem "America" by Raven L. Williams. Then take the same beginnings and write your own poem. 
	Work sheet 9

	Do one of the three writing tasks:

1. inner monologue

2. letter

3. write + paint a poem
	Read the article "The write stuff". Imagine you are Corporal Paul Leitch. 

Choose one of the three writing tasks:
1. Write an inner monologue about what you have seen during the day and about your thoughts/feelings now (~300 words)

2. Write a letter to your wife back home in the U.S.A. that you haven't seen for a year. Tell her about your experiences in Iraq and how you are (~300 words). 
3. Write a poem with the title "What I've seen" and then paint your poem.

	Work sheet 10

	Writing a final journal entry
	Write a final journal entry into your "Poetry Journal" about how you feel now after having done all this work on poetry. Has your opinion on poetry reading and poetry writing changed?
	


You are supposed to hand in your "Poetry Journal" after the poetry project is over. 

It should contain: 
(1) all the work done in class

    
(2) all tasks done at home

POETRY  PROJECT  ON  WAR  - teacher's  notes

Level: 
This teaching unit would be suitable for year 6 or 7. Maybe they have already had some kind of introduction to poetry in their native language or even in English. If they haven't these activities are still suitable for them since you don't need any previous knowledge to do creative things with poems. The amount of time you are going to spend on this poetry project may vary (depending on the class) because you wouldn't want to do these creative activities in a rush, but you will be working on it at least for a few sessions. 
Preparations: 
Provide your students with scissors, glue, tape, water colours, wax crayons, coloured and white paper, brushes,… anything they could use to do the artistic / creative work, or they could even bring things themselves. Provide them also with E-E dictionaries (so they can look up words whenever they feel like it). While working on some silent activities (like the poetry painting) you could play instrumental music in the background. This could be inspiring for the students. 
Task 1: 
The poetry questionnaire serves as a warm-up activity. Each student should answer the questionnaire individually (He can take notes, but he doesn't have to.) Once everybody has had a chance to talk to others the teacher finds out about  the general impression of the class on the topic of poems. It will be interesting, at the end of the poetry lessons to see if their opinions have changed. 
Tell the students after Task 1 that they will keep a "Poetry Journal". 

The "Poetry Journal" can be a folder or can take the form of a book. 

It should contain: 
(1) all the work done in class

(2) all tasks done at home

They will have to hand in their Poetry Journal at the end of the poetry lessons (a date given by the teacher). 

Task 2: 
Make sure you have enough copies of the five different poems. (I would cut them out along the lines and hang them on a clothes line).None of the students should be forced to pick a poem. If needed make some extra copies. It doesn't matter if there are words that the students don't understand…it's more important what they feel when reading the poem and that they can express this feeling in an artistic way. Play some instrumental background music while they are painting/decorating the poems.
Task 3: 
Play the song at least twice, then come up with the correct words of the song as a whole class. Discuss what the song is about, what the chorus line could mean.
Task 4: 
For this exercise you should sit in a circle in groups of four or five. The idea is to come up with lots of words that will help the group and the individual to create a war poem.
Task 5: 
Talk briefly with your students about what a couplet is, then let them do the exercises on Work sheet 5.
Task 6: 
Before handing out the work sheets 6A + 6B to the students let them listen to the song by Pink and read out the poem – only once. After they have worked successfully on their task you can play the song again if they want to hear it a second time.  

Task 7: 
You may ask the students to write their "Found War Poems" on a separate sheet of paper (decorating it) and to put it on the wall (on a poster) in their classroom so that everybody can look at it. Anyway, Work sheet 7 with the original poem should go into the "Poetry Journal".
Task 8: 
The group who has come closest to the original poem may get a prize 

(They may choose between two pieces of homework to do only one …or… ?)
Tasks for Homework: 
Remind the students that all the work to be done at home has to be put into the "Poetry Journal" and has to be handed in after the poetry project is over (certain date given by the teacher).
Poetry Questionnaire

Read and answer the following questions:

1. How do you feel about poetry?

Love it (

Don't know much about it (

Hate it (
Other ………………………………………………………………….
2. Can you recite a poem by heart?
3. Can you name 3 poets still writing/living today or from the past?

4. How do you think poets decide on the titles and the content of their poems?

5. Do you think you could write a poem? Why? Why not?

Once you've finished, compare and talk about your answers with two fellow students. Are your answers similar, totally different?

Work sheet 1





English material/Ulli Deučmann
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Poetry Questionnaire

Read and answer the following questions:

1. How do you feel about poetry?

Love it (

Don't know much about it (

Hate it (
Other ………………………………………………………………….

2. Can you recite a poem by heart?

3. Can you name 3 poets still writing/living today or from the past?

4. How do you think poets decide on the titles and the content of their poems?

5. Do you think you could write a poem? Why? Why not?

Once you've finished, compare and talk about your answers with two fellow students. Are your answers similar, totally different?

Work sheet 1

	Mark Barabasz

Sunny Afternoon 

Sun shines brightly as my daughter lies in the grass
quiet afternoon in suburban Seattle
her hair shiny, her skin smooth, fingers small
easy lift of her chest as she naps in the yard
I cover her with a parasol; her skin might burn, 
I will do anything to protect her 

Sun shines brightly as my daughter lies in the grass
the sound is deafening in suburban Baghdad
her hair matted with blood, skin torn, fingers ripped
her chest heaves as she struggles to stay alive
I cover her with a blanket, her skin burned
I could not protect her…..


	                Shona Watt, 15

                  War Looms!

              War Looms!

              The headlines shout

              And I wonder what the newscaster is thinking

              If he ever dreamed he would be announcing

              The fate of America
                       "This is the man who once

tried to kill my father."

An excuse, an excuse

An ever-changing story comes to life

By the journalists in Middle East countries.

All I know is what I don't know.

"No blood for oil."

Protesters, like so many times before

Or the people with no opinions

The masses of people

Just agreeing

War, war, war

"Let's bomb Texas! They have oil!"

I believe

I don't know what to think

I am anti-war

pro-abortion

anti-religion

Democrat, Republican, Liberal, Conservative?

What is your skin color and what party do you stand for?

Now let's bomb you.

Two sides to every story

On the sidelines they can tell the stories

But blindness is chosen.

Like always.

This is nothing new

How can people ever be safe again

When really they never were?




	Acosta Dano

A mother's impressions

A mother's impressions 
of her reunion with her child
who's returned from Iraq, 2003

Cold
his voice silenced
his smile frozen
his body
sharing space 
(with an inept
war plan)
with suitcases
like freight
his spare lean white
unmarked box draped
with a clean crisp flag
of the United States
as it rolls down
a conveyer belt
from out
of the belly's base
of a commercial airliner.




	Corey Chapman                          





BETRAYED
Black days have already left their scourge

All because of this godforsaken war

Dead is all honesty, gone is the truth;       
Left void is everything sacred I once knew.

When the massacre ends we'll only push further;

But how legal, can one ever make a murder?  
Already is history bogged down with revision;

But how many dead lives are justified by suspicion? 
              Tanks with propaganda, I see them all

              An evil regime will soon see its fall';

              But what about that dictator who fouled an election;

              A penchant for war, and a bloody predilection;

              What happened to that America of which I once read

              In classrooms, in textbooks, when I was just a kid?

              A country of peace and democracy? I must have been in denial;

              None more than the naïve musings of an even more naïve child.




	David Roberts
There Will Be Peace

 

There will be peace:

when attitudes change;

when self-interest is seen as part of common interest;

when old wrongs, old scores, old mistakes

        are deleted from the account;

when the aim becomes co-operation and mutual benefit

        rather than revenge or seizing maximum personal

       or group gain;

when justice and equality before the law

        become the basis of government;

when basic freedoms exist;

when leaders  -  political, religious, educational  -  and  

       the police and media

        wholeheartedly embrace the concepts

        of justice, equality, freedom, tolerance, and

reconciliation

        as a basis for renewal;

when parents teach their children new ways to think

       about people.

 

There will be peace:

when enemies become fellow human beings.



Bob Dylan - Blowin' In The Wind 

How many …………. must a man …………  ………….
Before you ……….. him a man?
Yes, 'n' how many ………… must a …………… ..………  ………..
Before she …………. in the …………?
Yes, 'n' how many times must the ……………..  ………….  ……….
Before they're forever ………………?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.

How many ………….. can a ……………….. exist
Before it's ………………….. to the ……….?
Yes, 'n' how many …………… can some …………….. exist
Before they're ………………… to be ………..?
Yes, 'n' how many …………. can a man ……….. his …………,
………………… that he just doesn't see?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.

How many ………….. must a man ………….  ……
Before he can ………. the ………?
Yes, 'n' how many ………….. must one man …………
Before he can …………. people ……….?
Yes, 'n' how many …………… will it take till he ……………
That too many people ………….  ………….?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.


· What is the song about?
· What does the chorus line of the song mean?

· Which line do you like best? 

Work sheet 2
Bob Dylan - Blowin' In The Wind 

How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?
Yes, 'n' how many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, 'n' how many times must the cannon balls fly
Before they're forever banned?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.


How many years can a mountain exist
Before it's washed to the sea?
Yes, 'n' how many years can some people exist
Before they're allowed to be free?
Yes, 'n' how many times can a man turn his head,
Pretend that he just doesn't see?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.

How many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky?
Yes, 'n' how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, 'n' how many deaths will it take till he knows
That too many people have died?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.

Solution sheet 
                                   



Name:  ………………………  



Blowin' In The Wind 

How many …………………………………………………..………..
Before …………………………………………………………………  
Yes, 'n' how many ……………………………………………………
Before …………………………………………………………………
Yes, 'n' how many ……………………………………………………
Before …………………………………………………………………


The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.


How many …………………………………………………………….
Before …………………………………………………………………
Yes, 'n' how many ……………………………………………………
Before …………………………………………………………………
Yes, 'n' how many ……………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………….

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.

How many …………………………………………………………….
Before …………………………………………………………………
Yes, 'n' how many ……………………………………………………
Before …………………………………………………………………
Yes, 'n' how many ……………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………….
The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind,
The answer is blowin' in the wind.
Work sheet 3







              Name:  ………………………  

Collecting words for your war poem

	Adjectives
	Nouns
	Verbs

	dead
	soldier
	kill


Work sheet 4
Name:  ………………………  

Creative Couplets

A couplet is a two-line poem that rhymes:

The butterfly's wings were so bright,

They glimmered in the sun's light!

The lines of this poem end with words that rhyme (bright, light).

Exercise 1: 

Read the following sentence. Write the second line to create a couplet. The last word of your sentence must rhyme with white. 
Use the word box to help you.


The butterfly was orange and white,

-------------------------------------------------------------

	Word Box

sight    fright   delight    might    tight     light   bite    kite    fight    night


Exercise 2:

Write a rhyming word for each word below.

wing


fly


flutter


breeze

---------------------
--------------------
---------------------
---------------------
Now choose one of the rhyming word pairs above. 

Write a couplet using those words on the lines below. 

Write the rhyming words in a colour you like.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Read out the couplet you've composed to your partner.

Work sheet 5
	     Pink - Dear Mr. President

1 Dear Mr. President
2 Come take a walk with me
3 Let's pretend we're just two people and
4 You're not better than me
5 I'd like to ask you some questions if we can speak honestly

6 What do you feel when you see all the homeless on the street
7 Who do you pray for at night before you go to sleep
8 What do you feel when you look in the mirror
9 Are you proud

10 How do you sleep while the rest of us cry
11 How do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye
12 How do you walk with your head held high
13 Can you even look me in the eye
14 And tell me why

15 Dear Mr. President
16 Were you a lonely boy
17 Are you a lonely boy 
18 Are you a lonely boy
19 How can you say
20 No child is left behind
21 We're not dumb and we're not blind
22 They're all sitting in your cells
23 While you pay the road to hell

24 What kind of father would take his own daughter's rights away
25 And what kind of father might hate his own daughter if she were gay
26 I can only imagine what the first lady has to say
27 You've come a long way from whiskey and cocaine

28 How do you sleep while the rest of us cry
29 How do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye
30 How do you walk with your head held high
31 Can you even look me in the eye

32 Let me tell you bout hard work
33 Minimum wage with a baby on the way
34 Let me tell you bout hard work
35 Rebuilding your house after the bombs took them away
36 Let me tell you bout hard work
37 Building a bed out of a cardboard box
38 Let me tell you bout hard work
39 Hard work
40 Hard work
41 You don't know nothing bout hard work
42 Hard work
43 Hard work
44 Oh

45 How do you sleep at night
46 How do you walk with your head held high
47 Dear Mr. President
48 You'd never take a walk with me
49 Would you


Think about these questions: 
What kind of feelings does the song evoke in you? What is the singer accusing the president of?  What kind of feelings does the singer have towards the president?                      

Work sheet 6 A
	Mr. President

© By Tammy S. Croney


1 Mr. President, Mr. President
2 We are so sad.
3 Send home my brother,
4 send home my dad!
5 Stop this war,
6 they'll die for sure!
7 Mr. President, be a sweetie,
8 Issue a treaty.
9 For our soldiers I fear more than you can know!
10 To war do not make them go.
11 Give it a rest,
12 We've passed the test,
13 we've proven that America is the best!
14 I ask you Mr. President Dear
15 How long must these families live in fear?
16 Where is your family Mr. president?
17 Has any of them to war been sent?
18 Please Mr. President! this war has to cease.
19 Come on Mr. President, give us some calm, Give Us Peace!

http://www.poetryamerica.com/read_poems.asp?id=345496&start=8



Think about these questions:
What kind of feelings does the poem evoke in you?  
What is the writer asking the president for?  

What kind of feelings does the writer have towards the president?

Work sheet 6 B
Task: Read the excerpt of the article. Choose 10 words (only nouns, verbs and adjectives) and mark/underline them. Switch sheets with your partner. Now write a poem on the topic of war using the 10 words your partner has chosen for you. (You can change the forms of the words, e.g.: tense, Sg., Pl. etc.) 
	         Stay or go?

   Four years after the United States invaded Iraq on March 20, 2003, American support for the war is at an all-time low. A January 2007 poll by Gallup and USA Today found that only 26 per cent of Americans approved of President George W. Bush's handling of the conflict. Two weeks earlier, 2006 had ended with the death of the 3,000th American soldier in Iraq on December 31, after one of the deadliest months of the entire war.                                                                 

   Three thousand deaths is a small number compared to those of most wars America fought in the 20th century. Some 58,000 Americans were killed in the Vietnam War, 36,000 in the Korean War, 405,000 in the Second World War and 116,000 in the First World War, according to the U.S. Department of Defense.                                                 

   All of these wars were fought with much larger armies when the draft was in place; but public opposition led to an end of the draft after Vietnam. In today's all-volunteer army, 3,000 dead and nearly 25,000 wounded are more than enough to change public opinion. The steadily growing number makes it clear that the massive cost to the U.S. in terms of lives and money – more than $355 billion – will continue to rise. A Pentagon report on Iraq in December said that the conflict has become a struggle between armed Sunni and Shiite groups "fighting for religious, political and economic influence." It is no longer a war on terrorism or a way to free the Iraqi people from their dictator, Saddam Hussein, who was hanged on December 30.
Excerpt taken from Spotlight, 03/07 p.22

	          My war poem
   


Work sheet 7
Reshaping poems: run-on line 
Task: Try to reshape the poem in its original format (Mind spaces, punctuation,…).                             How do you think the author arranged it? (You may want to use a pencil here.)
The Wall   © By Justin G. Buschman
Standing tall proud to carry the names of those who died the grey sky the water dropping how can something so sad make me feel so happy I hear their voices see their faces feel their presence their souls surround me the sky clears but the water still drops though now the water comes from me the tears sliding down my face now I'm running racing the memory trying to forget but no I must not run I must never forget the never-ending names on that Vietnam Wall

Work sheet 8
The Wall

© By Justin G. Buschman

Standing tall,
Proud to carry the names
Of those who died

The grey sky,
The water dropping,
How can something so sad
Make me feel so happy

I hear their voices,
See their faces,
Feel their presence,
Their souls surround me

The sky clears,
But the water still drops,
Though now the water comes from me,
The tears sliding down my face

Now I'm running,
Racing the memory,
Trying to forget,
But no

I must not run,
I must never forget
The never-ending names
on that Vietnam Wall

http://www.poetryamerica.com/read_poems.asp?id=422083&start=5
Solution sheet

America         
© By Raven L. Williams

I am an American.
I wonder if the war will ever stop.
I hear people screaming.
I see fire.
I want world peace.
I am an American.

I imagine this world to be a perfect place to live.
I feel mad about what they did to our country.
I touch people's lives.
I worry that the world will never become what I want it to.
I cry when I see the tragedy of September 11.
I am an American.

I understand that I can make a difference in the world.
I say, Stop the wars.
I dream that I will change the world some day.
I try to do everything I can.
I hope that the people of the world will do what is right.
I am an American.

http://www.poetryamerica.com/read_poems.asp?id=334497&start=9
Complete and write a different poem:

…………………………. 
I am ………………………………..
I wonder if …………………………………..
I hear …………………………………..
I see …………………………………..
I want ... ………………………………..
I am …………………………………..

I imagine …………………………………..
I feel mad about …………………………………..
I touch …………………………………..
I worry that …………………………………..
I cry when I …………………………………..
I am …………………………………..

I understand that …………………………………..
I say, …………………………………..
I dream that …………………………………..
I try to …………………………………..
I hope that …………………………………..
I am ………………………………….. 

Work sheet 9
Read the following article:

The write stuff   (Spotlight 08/05 page 8)

USA It's evening in Ramadi, Iraq, and for US Marine Corporal Paul Leitch another day is ending. Sitting in his tent, Leitch takes out his laptop and begins to type. He writes about what he has seen during the day, looking for words to describe the violence and fear he experiences as a member of the American occupation force.

    The idea that writing may help people to overcome traumatic experiences is not new. It is new, however, that the United States Army is actively encouraging soldiers such as Corporal Leitch to write. 

    Operation Homecoming: Writing the Wartime Experience is a programme set up by America's National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). This organization has been holding workshops at military installations across America, at which well-known writers, poets, historians and journalists teach soldiers and their families to write about their experiences of war.
    Leitch, who went to a workshop in Camp Pendleton, California, told the Financial Times that his writing went from "shallow observations about daily activities to more raw and deep emotional reflections on what I was feeling".
    The idea behind Operation Homecoming, said NEA chairperson Dana Gioia, was to "give a voice to people who often think of themselves as silent", and to preserve "the testimony of men and women who saw the events directly". The NEA plans to collect and publish the best writing in an anthology. Libraries, schools and military installations will receive free copies of the book.
Imagine you are Corporal Paul Leitch. Choose one of the three writing tasks:

· Write an inner monologue about what you have seen during the day and about your thoughts/feelings now (~300 words)

· Write a letter to your wife back home in the U.S.A. that you haven't seen for a year. Tell her about your experiences in Iraq and how you are (~300 words). 

· Write a poem with the title "What I've seen" and then paint your poem.
Work sheet 10 


English material/Ulli Deučmann

