Poetry project

War poetry

War poetry
(8th form) – student task sheet

	Skills practiced
	Tasks
	Type of activity
	Task completed 

	Reading
	1. Pick a poem
	Individual
	

	Reading + speaking
	2. Introducing the topic
	Group work
	

	Writing
	3. Matching activity
	Individual
	

	Writing
	4. Acrostic poem
	Group work
	

	Listening
	5. “Fill in the missing words”
	Individual work
	

	Writing
	6. Found poem
	Pair work
	

	Writing
	7. Diamond poem
	Group work
	

	Homework

	Writing
	8. Writing a letter 
	Individual
	

	Writing
	9. Writing a poem
	Individual
	

	
	
	
	


3 poems about war

1.
That day my brother went away
I cried my way through school that day,  

That day my brother went away. 

Days apart were no more that two, 

and even those were numbered few. 

He was my role model,  

Sturdy in the saddle. 

Nothing ever made him cry. 

The only thing that scared him was to fly. 

But as he boarded the plane and I wave goodbye, 

I saw a tear leak out his eye.  

He would be gone for so long, 

and he was so very young. 

He said this was something he had to do, 

to go out and protect me and you. 

So as he ensures our freedom, 

I am at home praying for him. 

He is a United States Marine, 

And I have more pride in him than you could ever dream. 
2.
US=us
 Massive protest blowing like sand,
To the recent outstretch of our hand
Clutters the capitals of the land. 
US, whose lives lack,
The treachery and suffering of those in Iraq,
Fail to see the aim of our attack. 
US only sees death and pain,
And to our steady government complain
Not realizing that which the world has to gain. 
Oil flows there once again,
But does not reward US for the win,
It gives hope to those there, within. 
A new country, patriotic, free, and pure,
Seeded in land once controlled by an evil ruler,
Is reborn….with a promising future. 
Let US regain the patriotism and purity which made US so grand,
And together in hope and love let US stand,
With a new free nation hand in hand.
Mclain Pray (American, age 17) 
3.
Combat Eyes
It lurks behind their eyes,
Where the soul used to live.
Eyes, which have seen too much
Of war’s bad places
Where reality is too far
Beyond human comprehension,
Beyond human reasoning,
Beyond human sanity.
 
The nether world of death and carnage,
Flash-burned and sealed in a fixed dimension
Of atrocities bordered by unspeakable horror
That forever scars the psyche,
Everlastingly searing moments
That eternally burns too bright.
 
The blank vagueness of the eyes
Gazes through you,
Now past and far beyond,
Without judging,
Without emotion,
Without compassion
Without mercy, without humanity.
 
They stare, dead and blank, unfocused and vague,
Knowing everything, fixed on nothing,
Mirroring the soul.
 
Welcome Home.
 
Curtis D. Bennett
Task 1: Pick a poem
Pick one of the three different poems hanging from the clothes line and read it carefully. Then take either a plain sheet of paper and paint the poem or glue the poem on a sheet and decorate it the way you think it suits the poem. Try to be as creative as possible.
Teacher comments: 

Make sure you have enough copies of the three different poems. Tell students that they don’t have to understand every single word of the poem. What is important is that they get a certain feeling when reading the poems. This feeling should then be transferred to a sheet of paper. In order to create a relaxing atmosphere while painting the poem it would be a good idea to play some instrumental background music.

Task 2: Introducing the topic

Get together in groups of four and read through the first and the second poem. Together with your group try to come up with a new title for each poem. Write the titles with thick markers on small pieces of papers as they will then be put on the blackboard. After having done that discuss what these two poems have in common. In short, think of a topic they share.

Teacher comments: 
The aim of this activity is to introduce the topic “war in Iraq” to students. Instead of simply telling students the topic you give them the possibility to be creative as you let them read poems and then guess the topic they share. In order to motivate students you could make a kind of contest out of the activity in that you announce that a vote for the best title of the two poems is going to take place at the end of the activity. Don’t forget to stress out that the aim of the activity is not to understand every single word of the poem but to find titles for the poems as well as a topic they share.

Task 3: Matching activity
Vocabulary task for the poems “Us=us”, “That day my brother went away” and “Combat Eyes”: Look at the bold words from the poem and match them with their correct meaning.
	Words
	Definitions

	1. to clutter: The roads were cluttered with cars and vans.
	things or people fill a place in an untidy way

	2. to seed: Men mowed the wide lawns and seeded them.
	to plant seeds in a piece of land

	3. sturdy: The camera was mounted on a sturdy tripod
	something or someone that looks strong and is unlikely to be easily injured or damaged

	4. to lurk: Around every corner lurked doubt and uncertainty
	something such as doubt, danger or fear that exists, but which is not obvious or easily recognised

	5. nether: He was escorted back to the nether regions of Main Street.
	this is the lower part of a thing or a place

	6. carnage: They found a strategy for stopping the carnage in Kosovo
	this is the violent killing of large numbers of people, especially in a war

	7. atrocity: The killing was cold-blooded, and those who committed this atrocity should be tried and punished.
	very cruel and shocking action

	8. searing: She woke to feel a searing pain in her feet.
	this word is used to indicate that something such as pain or heat is very intense.


Remark: The definitions as well as the example sentences are taken from Collins Cobuild “Advanced Learner’s English Dictionary”.

Teacher comments: 
The main aim of this activity is to confront students with difficult vocabulary used in the poems. They should match the unknown words with their correct meaning. It is important that you provide them with sample sentences as the context helps them to get across the meaning of the unknown words. 
Task 4: Acrostic poem
Get together in groups of three. Create your own acrostic poem. The topic does not have to be war, feel free to choose any other, such as peace,…
The acrostic poem could look like this:

P  eople united all over the world

E  xclude no one

A  rms in arms

C  ome together as one

E  veryone is welcome

Task 5: Fill in the missing word from the box below
"Dear Mr. President"
(feat. Indigo Girls)

Dear Mr. President,
Come take a walk with me.
Let's pretend we're just two people and
You're not better than me.
I'd like to ask you some questions if we can speak____________.

What do you feel when you see all the _____________on the street?
Who do you _______for at night before you go to sleep?
What do you feel when you look in the mirror?
Are you_________?

How do you sleep while the rest of us_______?
How do you ________when a mother has no chance to say goodbye?
How do you walk with your head held high?
Can you even look me in the eye
And tell me why?

Dear Mr. President,
Were you a lonely boy?
Are you a lonely boy?
Are you a lonely boy?
How can you say
No child is left behind?
We're not dumb and we're not________.
They're all sitting in your cells
While you pave the____________.

What kind of father would take his own daughter's rights away?
And what kind of father might hate his own daughter if she were_____?
I can only imagine what the first lady has to say
You've come a long way from________________.

How do you sleep while the rest of us cry?
How do you dream when a mother has no ___________ to say goodbye?
How do you walk with your head held high?
Can you even look me in the eye?

Let me tell you 'bout hard work
Minimum wage with a _______ on the way
Let me tell you 'bout hard work
Rebuilding your house after the bombs took them away
Let me tell you 'bout hard work
Building a bed out of a ________________
Let me tell you 'bout hard work
___________
Hard work
You don't know nothing 'bout hard work
Hard work
Hard work
Oh

How do you sleep at night?
How do you walk with your head held high?
Dear Mr. President,
You'd never take a walk with me.
Would you?
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Task 6: Found poem

Work with a partner and write your own found poem. Take the song “Dear Mr. President” as your source

What is found poetry?

It is the rearrangement of words or phrases taken randomly from other sources (example: clipped newspaper headlines, bits of advertising copy, handwritten cards pulled from a hat) in a manner that gives the rearranged words a completely new meaning. The topic can be changed or kept. No extra words must be used.

example: found poem
	military strategies created chaos

americans

want to

believe in

next president.




Source

	New York Times

June 23, 2008

Letters

Iraq Decisions for the Next President 

To the Editor:

Re “Iraq: Still Inscrutable,” by Thomas L. Friedman (column, June 18):

Mr. Friedman discusses the difficult decisions the next president will have to make about military strategy in Iraq, and quotes the author Michael Mandelbaum as saying that “most Americans really want to leave, but they still don’t want to lose.”

I believe that many Americans no longer think about the Iraq war in the traditional terms of winning and losing. 

Rather, they think about leaving having created more chaos and potentially more danger in the form of terrorism against the United States or leaving having created a more stable Middle East that leans toward the democratic ideals of the Western world.

Christopher Greene

Brooklyn, June 18, 2008




Task 7: Diamond poem

Get together in groups of 3 or 4 and try to create a diamond poem in connection with War and Peace. Before putting pen to paper, brainstorm adjectives, verbs and nouns in connection with the topic.
example

WINTER
bare
cold

freezing
raining

snowing

ost

thaw

flowers

leaves

blooming
singing

playing

sunny
green
SPRING
Some ideas for titles:
· peace –war

· friend - enemy

· love – hate

· despair – hope

· parting – meeting

· noise – silence

· trust - fear
Homework

Task 8: Letter to the author

Read one of the poems (“Us=us”, “That day my brother went away” and “Combat Eyes”) again and write down all questions you have about the poem. Write a letter to the author. (You can also tell him/her about your feelings, whether you like it or not, anything that comes to your mind…)

Teacher comments

The main aim of this task is to show the learner, that poetry is something very complex. It is not always easy to find out what the author of a poem wants to tell the reader and that it is sometimes useful to reread the poem to find the message. This shows to the learner that his own texts could often be worth reread and worked over. Especially when reading/writing poems a lot of different emotions can arise and it is a good idea collect these ideas/feeling because it might be possible that the learner could use them later on for another work.
Task 9: Writing a poem

Try to be as creative as possible and write a poem in connection with the topic war and peace. You can choose any poem format you like (diamond, acrostic, found,…)

Resources:

http://www.warpoetry.co.uk/iraq_war_03.htm
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