Teaching unit for year one / two based on the picture book
“The Gruffalo”
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http://www.izziwizzikids.co.uk/the-gruffalo-story-book-by-julia-donaldson/
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THE GRUFFALO
By Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler

Pre-reading activities:

1. When you hear the title of the book “The Gruffalo” what do you think the story will be about? 
2. A hint (Hinweis). Our story plays in a wood. Do you know who lives there and what else you can find there? Write down what comes to your mind. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

While reading activities:

3. Individual task: Your teacher will read you the first part of the story (when the mouse meets the fox). Listen carefully and try to imagine (vorstellen) what will happen next. In two or three sentences write what you think will happen.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. What  other animal could the mouse meet in the wood? Make up your own part of the story (you don’t have to rhyme):
On went the mouse through the deep dark wood.

A …………. saw the mouse and the mouse looked good.

“Where are you going to, little brown mouse? 

Come and …………………………………………..”

“It’s very nice of you, …………, but no-
I’m going to ………………………………with a gruffalo”
5. The mouse says that it is the scariest creature in the wood. How could it show the gruffalo that it is really scary? Choose one way how the story could go on:
· The mouse shouts at the gruffalo and he is scared and runs away.

· The mouse and the gruffalo go together through the wood.

· The mouse is a witch and turns (verwandeln) the gruffalo into an ant.  

Find two more ways of scaring the gruffalo:
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

6. Did you notice (bemerken) that the animals used a lot of expressions of surprise, can you remember them. Put a circle around those who express negative or positive surprise.
Oh dear! 
    Hello! 
   Oh crumbs! 

 How are you?       Bye.

Amazing! 
      Nice to meet you.
           Astounding! 

  What’s the time?
After reading activities:

7. Your teacher will now read you the description of the gruffalo. Draw it here:

	


a. Compare your picture to the gruffalo

    in the book. Is it the same? 

8. Now label the parts of the “real” gruffalo’s body. Use the following words:

Claws – teeth – jaws – knees – toes – wart – nose – prickles
Homework: 
9. Add one extra animal that the mouse and the gruffalo meet in the woods. Then write and design this page on an extra sheet.
10. Design your own monster! Give it a name, draw it and describe it in 5 sentences:

	


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Teacher’s notes
Pre-reading activities:

1. Do  1. and 2. and collect the ideas of the brainstorming on the blackboard.

2.  Then, either hand out the vocabulary sheet (at the end of this document), put it on a transparency or show it online. 

While reading activities:

3. Start reading up to and including:


“On went the mouse through the deep dark wood. An owl saw the mouse and the mouse looked good.”  (After having read each of the pages you can show it to the students but DON’T show the pages with the gruffalo description)


 Do 3.  and let some of the pupils read their versions aloud and ask  the others what they think. 

4. Read on up to and including:


“”Goodbye, little mouse,” and away Snake slid.” Then do  4.
5. Read on up to and including:


“I am the scariest creature in the wood.”

Do 5.
6. Read the rest of the story to your students and do 6.
After reading activities:

7. Read out the description of the gruffalo again and with your fingers imitating or pointing at his claws, the prickles, his jaw and so on try to make clear what the vocabulary means. Do 7. and don’t forget to  BRING CRAYONS!
8. Print out the gruffalo (master-copy at the end of this document), cut it up and hand out one picture of the gruffalo to each student (you will need SCISSORS). Let them compare their picture to the “actual” gruffalo. 

9. Do 8. 
10. Let them do  9. and 10. as homework. 

 A TIP: As a special treat you can watch the youtube video of the animated film by the BBC

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZo6JdWv4Mk (Part1)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR3J45btvoM&feature=related (Part2)
Vocabulary sheet
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There are a lot of animals in a wood. 
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For example a mouse .
An owl [image: image12.png]


which lives in a treetop house and hoots “Toowhit Toowhoo”.
A fox [image: image2.png]


which lives in an underground house .

Or a snake[image: image3.png]


  which lives in a logpile house and hisses “ZzZzZz”.
In a wood you can also find streams[image: image4.png]


 and paths  [image: image5.png]


 where you can  
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take a stroll.

                                                               http://www.lullabys.co.uk/shop/funtosee-makeover-kit-gruffalo-11927-0.html
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