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Student Worksheet 

Axle the Freeway Cat

by Thacher Hurd
Pre-reading activities

1. The story you are about to hear takes place on and around a freeway. Which words from the list below do you expect to find in the story? Put a circle round the words you think are going to be in the story. Can you guess the meaning of all of them?
overpass     milk    hubcap    engine     steering wheel     horn    cathedral  

         dashboard       traffic jam     cozy      to step on gas     harmonica

to hit the breaks     underpass    tires     litter    music   roar     fast lane

2. Do you like to travel along a freeway? Do you enjoy the speed? Have you got time to take in the things you are passing by?

3. Listen to your teacher's description of our hero, Axel. Draw a picture of him in the box below. Try to guess what will happen to him in the story.
	


Reading activities

4. How does the inside of Axel’s car look like? Look at the pictures on pages 5 and 6 for about a minute and try to remember as many details as possible. Then try to answer your teacher’s questions.
5. “Axle worked for the Department of Highways as a litter collector. He trudged for miles each day, picking up rubbish under the hot sun.”

What sort of things do you think Axel can find on the freeway?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Look at the picture on page 16. How do people stuck in the traffic jam feel? How does the little cat feel? Some words from the box might help you.
miserable     happy     angry     satisfied     frustrated    mad      cheerful  furious    confused    sad     worried     tired     ashamed   nervous   relaxed

People stuck in traffic jam feel___________________________________

The little cat feels_____________________________________________

7. “The little red car scrunched over the vegetable garden, crashed through the hubcap fence and smashed into Axle’s homemade sprinkler.”
Guess what will happen after the accident!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Follow-up activities
8. Fill in the summary of the story.

Under the freeway _________ lived Axle, the Freeway Cat. His home was an __________ car with four flat _______ and an _____________ that couldn’t be fixed. Axel made it _________, though. In the back there was a _______ to sleep in, and a table, and a __________ for his coat and a _____for his shoes. Every morning Axel woke up to the sound of the freeway. He pulled his _________ open and sat down to breakfast at the ___________. After breakfast, he washed his ____ and ____ and hung them dry on the _________ wheel. 
Then it was time to go to work. Axel worked as a ________ collector for the Department of Highways. He found all kinds of rubbish along the freeway. There were always a lot of surprises. One day he found a shiny new ________. In the evening, after dinner Axel loved to play it. But no one heard his music. They were too busy driving.

One afternoon there was a traffic_________ on the freeway. The cars were stopped on the overpass, the underpass, the slow ____, even the fast _____. In the middle of those hundreds of cars sat a little cat in a little red car. Her car needed repair and Axel came to the rescue. 
Afterwards, they went for a ______ together. Axel stepped on _____. The sun started to go down and Axel invited the little cat for dinner. After dinner they played a duet for harmonica and auto _______. Axel was not alone anymore.

9. The story ends with Axel and the little cat playing harmonica and auto horn under the freeway overpass. What do you think happens next with them? Write a couple of sentences
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Imagine you lived in an abandoned vehicle. How would you decorate it?         Draw a picture below. Don’t forget to label it!

Teacher Instructions

1. Vocabulary pre-teaching. Discuss the meaning of the story keywords with the students. Use transparency for more difficult words if necessary.
2. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of freeways with the students.
3. Show them the title page with Axel on it. Make them compare this picture with their own drawing.

4. Read pages 1-4. Show the students the pictures on pages 5 and 6. Then ask questions like:
· Which colour are Axel’s curtains?

· Where does he keep his hat?

· How many paintings does Axel have?

· How does his quilt look like?

· Where does he keep his pots and pans?

· Where is his refrigerator?

Etc.

5. Read pages 7-9. Do exercise 5. Collect ideas.

6. Read pages 9-16. Do exercise 6. Help children with vocabulary.
7. Read pages 17-24. Do exercise 7. Collect student’s ideas.
8. 9.  10. Do exercises 8., 9., 10. What has not been done in class leave for homework. 

Transparency for pre-teaching vocabulary
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Peer feedback and resulting changes

I think the text you have chosen has perhaps a bit too advanced vocabulary for the 1st grade students, maybe it would be better if you design it for the 2nd grade students? The tasks you have made will work for this age group too. The instructions for the students are clear enough. Maybe you should revise your teacher instructions and make sure teacher’s notes match with task numbers. I think the unit is well structured, you have included pre, while and after reading activities. The layout of your material is ready for use in class.
After I got this feedback I’ve changed the age group I am aiming at from 1st to 2nd grade students. I have also sorted out the Teacher Instructions, and decided to use Arabic numerals in both Student Worksheet and Teacher Instructions.
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