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Tasksheet

	Time
	Content
	Materials

	
	Pre-reading activities
	

	5min
	1. Introduction

Show the pupils some pictures from the book. They have to guess what the story could be about.
	· Book “Winnie the Witch”

	10min
	2. Jigsaw Reading (Groupwork)

Different pupils have different pieces of the story. They have to find out how they fit together without looking at the other pieces.
	· Worksheet: Jigsaw Reading

	
	Reading activities
	

	10min
	3. Read the book

Pupils read the book silently.
	· Book “Winnie the Witch”

	
	Follow-up activities 
	

	10min
	4. Section Pyramid

Fill out the Section Pyramid Worksheet on your own.
	· Worksheet: Section Pyramid


	10min
	5. Different Ending

Pupils should talk to each about a different ending of the book. They have to invent their own ending of the book.
	


Homework: Write your own ending to the book!

Story time for beginners:

“Winnie the Witch”

Instructions

The aim of this unit is to understand an easy English picture book at a very early stage of learning the language. Pupils should realise that reading a book in English can be fun. The book “Winne the Witch” is written by Korky Paul and Valeria Thomas and can be bought over Amazon: 

http://www.amazon.de/Winnie-Witch-Book-Valerie-Thomas/dp/0192726838/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books-intl-de&qid=1280425354&sr=8-2
It is suitable for lower school as there are many picture and it contains easy language. The story is quite funny as well and the pictures are nice to look at. 

1. Introduction

To wet the pupils’ appetite, show the pupils the cover of the book any maybe a few pages from inside. The pupils should guess what the book is about and how the storyline could continue. This is done to make the pupils want to read the book and to find out what is going to happen.

2. Jigsaw Reading

In this activity, the pupils should go together into groups of 6 people each. Each of them gets a card from the “Jigsaw Reading” worksheet. No one is allowed to look at the other’s cards. They can only tell the others what is on their own card. The pupils should find out about the plot by putting the cards into their chronological order. This activity should make the pupils become attracted to the book as well as practising their speaking skills. 

3. Read the book

The pupils are now finally allowed to read the book. They should read the book silently, maybe together with a partner. 

4. Section Pyramid

This is the first follow-up activity. The pupils have already read the book, now they should deal with its content. In this exercise, they have to fill out the “Section Pyramid” Worksheet. By doing that, they have to deal with the plot again. Maybe they read through the book a second time; it makes them take a closer look at the individual pages. 

5. Different Ending

Now the pupils get into an active position. They should talk with their partner about the ending of the book and they should invent their own ending. They should also decide about the best ending and why or if they would chose a different ending. 

The Pupils are asked to write their own ending as a homework. They have to practise their oral skills as well as their written skills and they also have to deal with the book in more detail in order to find a suitable alternate ending.
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	Winnie the Witch lives in a big house in the forest. The whole house is black and everything inside the house is black too.


	Winnie lives with her cat Wilbur. He is also black.

	Whenever Wilbur closes his eyes, Winnie can’t see him. So she often sits on him or trips over him.


	One day, after Winnie fell over Wilbur again, she gets angry and turns Wilbur green.

	Wilbur is green now, so Winnie falls over him when he sits in the green grass.


	Winnie gets furious and turns Wilbur into a colourful cat with a red head, yellow body and a pink tail. He looks ridiculous, all the other animals laugh at him.

	Wilbur does not come home because he feels miserable. Winnie is miserable too, because she loves Wilbur. She wants to have him back at home.


	Finally, they find a solution: Winnie makes Wilbur black again and she turns her house into a colourful building. Now, Winnie can always see Wilbur.
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Build a pyramid summary of the book. Include what you think is important.

1. One word for a central character

2. Two words to show important feelings he/she displayed

3. Three words to describe where the main action took place

4. Four words to tell an important event

5. Five words to tell about the ending
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This unit deals with the picture book “Winnie the Witch” by Korky Paul and Valerie Thomas and is suitable for use in lower class at an early stage of language learning.
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